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I. The jiracc of God our,.''3flTiour hath in 
these latter days appeared in HJa servant Francis 
unto all such as be truly humble, and lovers of 
holy Poverty, who, adoring the overrt<j*iiig mercy 
of God seen in him, are taught by his ^nsotnple to 
utterly deny ungodliness and worldly lusts aod to 
live after the manner of Christ, thirsting with un- 
wearied desire for the blessed hupc. Foj God 
Most High regarded him, ns one that truly -ww 
poor and of a contrite spirit, with so great ctwi- 
desccDiiion of His favour as that not only did He 
raise him up in hts need from the dust of his 
orldly way of life, but also made him a true 
professor, leader, and herald of Gospel perfection. 
Thus He gave him for a light unto believers, that 
by bearing witness of the light he might prepare 
for ihe Lord the way of light and peace in the 
hcartH of the faithful. For Francisi, even as the 
morning star in the midnt of a cloud, shining with 
the bright beams of his life and leaching, by his 
dazzUn{( radiance led into the light them that sat 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, and, like 
OQta the rainbow giving light in the bright clouds, 
Kt forth in himself the seal of the Lord's covenant. 
He preached tlie gospel of peace and salvation 
UBlo men, himself an Angel of the true peace, or- 
dained of God to follow in the likeness of the 
Forerunner, thai, preparing in the desert the way 
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The of sublimwt Poverty.. he might preach repentance 
\ngel of by hJB ensamplc and', words alike. For, firstly, he 
* e^ **<* endowed with '.the 'gifts of heavenly grace ; 
next, enriched by the merits of triumphant virtue { 
filled with the spirit' of prophecy and appointed 
unto angelic njiriistncs ; thereafter, wholly set on 
■fire by the Iwiidftng of the Seraph, and, like the 
prophet, bortie' idoft in a chariot of lire ; where* 
fore it is lyafi's-nably proven, and clearly apparent 
from the^^ness of his whole life, that he came in 
the spini.aftd power of Etias. 

In likewise, he is thought to be not unmcrtly 
•erf{>rth in the true prophecy of that other friend 
of theVBridegroom, the Apostle and Evangelist 
Jq}^D) Dsder the similitude of the Angel ascending 
fava the sunrising and bearing the seal of the 
*>^fving God. For at the opening of the sixth seal, 
I saw, saich John in the ApocalypHe, another 
Angel ascending from the sunriS'iQg and bearing the 
'■ seal of the Living God. 

2. Now that this Angel was indeed that mes- 
senger of God, bcIoTcd. of Christ, our ensample 
and the world's wonder, Francis, the servant of 
God, wc may with full assurance conclude, when 
we consider the heights of lofty saintliness where- 
unto he attained, and whereby, living among men, 
he was an imitator of the purity of the Angeli, and 
was also set as an ensample unto them that do 
perfectly follow after Christ. That this belief 
ahould be faithfully and devoutly held we are cor»- 
vinced by the vocation that he shewed to call to 
weeping and to mourning, and to baldness, and to 
girding with sackcloth, and to set a mark upon 
the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry. 



the ngn of bin penitent's Cross and habit Tbe 
'iaahioned like unto a Cross. Moreover, it is ^'""j^^^. 
Airther confirmed, with unanawerable wttnesa unto " ^««* 
iu truth, by the senl of the Hkeness of the Living 
Cod, to wit, of Christ Crucified, the which wm 
imprinted on his body, not by the power of 
nature or the ckill of art, but rather by the marvel- 
lous might of the Spirit of the Living God. 

tj. Keeling myself unworthy and insuffidoit to 
ifeJatc the life most worthy of all imitation of this 
iD0«t venerable man, I should have b no wise 
attempted it, had not the glowing love of tbe 
Brethrrn moved me thereunto, and the unanimous 
tmporttmity of the Chapter General incited me, 
and that devotion compelled me, which I am 
bound to feel for our holy Father, For I, who 
remember as though it happened but yesterday 
how I was snatched from the jaws of death, whil« 
yet a child, by his invocation and merits, should 
fear to be convicted of the sin of ingratitude did I 
refrain from publishing hia praises. And this was 
with roe the chief motive for undertaking this 
twk, to wit, that i, who own my life of body and 
mind to have been preserved unto me by God 
through his means, and have proved his power in 
mine own person, and knew the virtues of his life, 
might collect at btxt I could;r albeit I cfmld not 
fnlly, his deeds and words, — fragments, as it 
were, overlooked in part, in part scattered, — that 
they might not be utterly lost on the death of 
those that lived with the servant of God. 

4. Accordingly, that the true story of his life 
might be handed down unto poMerity hy me the 
more assuredly and clearly, I btKook me unto tbe 
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Concero- place of hii birth, and there did hold diligent con- 
iof this verse with his familiar frieodti that were yet living, 
^'X.?' touching the manner of life of the holy man and 
hi« passing away ; and with those in especial that 
were well <ic<]uainced with his holiness, and were 
his chief followers, who inav be implicitly believed 
by reason of their well-knowo iruthfiilncss and 
approved uprightness. But in relating the thmgs 
that through His aer^aot God youchsafed to 
work, I deemed it best to shun ail fantastic orna- 
ments of style, forasmuch an that the devotion of 
the reader incrcaseth more by a simple than by an 
ornate 8}»eech. Nor have I always woven to- 
gether the hi.«ory according urto chronology, 
that I might avoid confiirion, but I rather en- 
deavoured to preserve a mare coherent order, 
Betting down somctimea facts of divers kinds that 
belong unto the same period, sometimes facts of 
the same kind tliat belong unto divers periods, as 
they Hcemed best to fit in together. 

5. Now the beginning of the life of Francis, 
its course, and its consummation, arc divided into 
fifteen chapters, as sec down below, and thuswise 
described. 

The first treateih of his manner of life in the 
secular state. 

The second, of his perfect conversion unto 
God, and of the re]»airing oi the three 
churches. 

The third, of the founding of his Religion, 
and sanction of the Rule. 

The fourth, of the advancement of the Ordei 
ondcr his [hand, and of the confirmation of the 
Rule already sanctioned. 
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of his life, and of Tbe 



Han< 



The fifth, of the austerity 
>w al! created things afforded him comfort. 

The sixth, of his humility and obedience, and 
of the divine condescensions shewn unto him at 
will. 

The seventh, of his love for Poverty, and of 
the wondrous supplying of his needs. 

The eighth, of the kindly impulses of his 
piety, and of how the creatures lacking under- 
standing seemed to be made subject unto him. 

The ninth, uf his ardent love, and yearning 
for martyrdom. 

The tenth, of hie zeal and efficacy in prayer. 
} The eleventh, of his understanding of the 
Scriptures, and uf his spirit of prophecy. 

The twelfth, of the rfficauy of his preaching, 

d of hift gift of healing. 

The thtrtcfuth, of the sacred srigmata. 

The fourteenth, of his sufferings and death. 

The fifteenth, of his canonisation, and 
iraiisliitioD of his body. 

Thereafter is added some account of 
miracles shewn after his blessed dqiarture. 
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HERE BEGINNETH THE UFE OF 
THE BLESSED FRANCIS 



CHAPTER 1 

OF HIS MAKKF.R OF UFE IN THE SECDLAK STATE 



II. Thkri; wns .1 m.-in in the city of Aseisi, by Saint 
name Francis, whose memory ia blcBScd, for that Frauds 
God, graciously prevcniing him with the blcseings *" y"** 
of goodness, delivered him in His mercy from 
the perilfl of this present life, and abundantly 
filled him with the gifts of heavenly grace. For, 
idbcit in hiti youth he waH rctrcd in vaoity amid 
the vain sons of men, and, after gaining some 
knowledge of letters, wao appointed unto a 
protitable business of merchandise, nevertheless, 
by the aid of the divine protection, he went 
not .-mray among the wanton youths after the 
lusts of the ilesb, albeit given up unto pleasures ; 
nor among the covctnua merchants, albeit intent 
on his gains, did he put his trust in money 
and trcasare. For there was divinely impJBnted 
in the heart of the young Francis a certain 
generous compassion toward the poor, the which, 
growing up with him from infancy, had ao 
filled his heart with kindliness that, when he cime 
Co be no deaf hearer of the Gospel, he was 
minded to give unto all that asked of him, in 
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His alms- especial if they pleaded the love of God. Bat 
B^inS once on a time, when he had been buaied with 
the care% of his trading, and, contrary unto his 
wont, had sent empty away a cenain beggar who 
hesougbt an alms for the love of God, he forth- 
with, returning unto his pitiful mind, ran after 
hira, and bestowed alnis in nterciRiJ wi^ upon 
him ; promising unto the Lord God that thence- 
forward he would never, while he could, refuse 
any that a»ked of him, pleading the love of God. 
And ihiii promise with unwearied goodness ht 
did observe until his death, thereby winning 
abundant incrcaj»c of the love and grace of God. 
For he was woni to say in after time, when he 
had perfectly put on Christ, that, even while he 
was in the secular state, he could scarce ever 
hear words telling of the love of God, and 
remain unmoved in heart. Assuredly the charm 
of his gentlenesH and his courtly benring, his 
Bubmifflivenesfl and docility surpassing men's 
wont, his open-handed largesse ercti beyond 
his means, were all clear tokens of the fair 
di«po3ition of llitr youth, and seemed to be a 
presage of the abundance of diWnc blessing that 
should thereafter be poured out more richly upon 
him. 

A certain citizen of Assisi, a aimpletoo as 
was believed, yet one Caught of God, whersocver 
he met Krarcis going through the city, would doff 
his cloak and spread the garment before his feet, 
declaring that Francis was worthy of all honour, 
as one that should ere long do mighty deeds, and 
was on this account ly be splendidly honoured by 
all the faithful. 
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2. But as yei Francis knew not the intent of and I 
uod concerning him, forasmuch as he was both courtesyl 
drawn away umo external things by his father's 
calling, and weighed dowr coward earthly things 
by the corruption ioboru in uur nature^ and had 
not yet learned to contemplate heavenly things. 
Dor accustomed himself to taste of divine. And, 
because the infliction of tribulation giveth under- 
standing unto ihe spirit, the hand of the Lord was 
upon him and the changes of the right hand of the 
Most High, afflictJDg his body with protracted 
sickness, that bo He might [irepare his soul for the 
anoiDting of the Holy Spirit. Now when he had 
regained his bodily strength, and had made re.idy 
for himself in his wonted fashion meet apparel, he 
met a certain soldier, of noble birth, but poor and 
ill-clad ; whereupon, compaasicinating his poverty, 
with a k-indly impulse he forthwith did otf his 
garments and put them on him, thus in one act 
fulfilling a twofold ministry of kindliness, inso- 
much as he both covered the shame of a noble 
knight, and relieved the deslitution of a poor man. 
5. Now on the night following, when he had 
yielded himself unto sleep, the dirine mercy 
shewed him a fair and great palace, together with 
military accoutrements adorned witb Ute sign of 
the Cross of Christ, thus setting forth unto him 
that the mercy he had shewn unto the poor soldier 
for the lore of the King Mojit High was to be 
recompensed by thin peerless reward. Accord- 
ingly, when he enquired whose were these things, 
ttnswer was iiiadt- htm by n divine declaration that 
ibey all were his own and his soldiers'. Then, 
waking at early mom, — since be had not yet prac- 
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m Ih MTiice to win 
BBCo him had 
WA btt fittfe di^, be Ki fbrth on 
hii jomw^ aid faal fo«e as &r m th» odghbour- 
i*g ciiy ; dxre ke hmd the Lord ipakng onto 
faM fay^ aif^ a* wA tfae vaiee of « ftiesd, md 
117^: •Ftaca^vfaocvdobeiierfbrclKr.the 
brd or the icmoK, tfar ridi nan or the poor ? " 
Aad wbtB Fr»cii lad inde reply thit alike the 
lonl mid the ndi mii coold do the best, the 
Voice aw«ef«d forthwith : ** Why, then, doet 
dxm leave tlie Lord fiir the temnt, the rich God 
for a poor mortal ? ** Aad Fnncis said : **■ Lord, 
what wih Tboa haf c me 10 do ? '* And the 
Lord nid onto him : ** Retnni uoto thy country, 
for the rision that thou hast sera betokeneth that 
which shall be spiriiaally wrought, and is to be 
RilfiUed ia thee not by mortal comat^ but by 
divine." So, when it was morning, he retiiraed 
in haste toward Assisi, confident and rejoiciDg, 
awaiting the will of the l^ord. 

4. Thnjceibrward he withdrew him from the 
■tir of public busincw, devoutly praying the heaven- 
ly mercy that it would deign to shew him that 
which he oujjhl to do. And so by the constant 
practice of prayer the flame of heavenly yearning 
WM mightily kindled within hini, and for the love 
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HdT hia hcavtnly fatherland he now contemDed a)] Victory 
earthly things as naught } for he felt that he had over self 
found the hid treasure and, like a wise merchant 
man, meditated acUing ail that he had to buy the 
pearl that he had found. But he lioew not yet 
how to compass this, except that it was whispered 
unto his spirit that gpirinial merchandise hath its 
beginning in the cortempt of the world, and that 
the warfiire of Christ is to be begun by victory 
over self. 
m 5- Now on a day while he wan riding over 
^■ke plain that lieth beneath the city of Assisi, he 
met a certain leper, and this unforeseen meeting 
Eiled him with loathing. But when he recalled 
^Uthe purpoise of perfection that he had even then 
^conceived in mind, and remembered that it beho- 
ved him first of all to conquer self, if he were fain 
to become the soldier of Christ, he leapt from his 
horse and ran to embrace him. When the leper 
stretched forth his hand as though to receive an 
. aliDtt, he kissed it, and then put money therein. 
Then forthwith mounting his horse, he looked 
round him on all sides, and the plain was spread 
before him unbroken, and nu trace of that leper 
might he see. Then, filSed with wonder and joy, 
he began devoutly to chant praises unto the Lord, 
purposing from this to rise ever unto greater 
heights. 

From that time forth, he would seek lonely 
places, dear unto mourners, and there he devoted 
himself without ceasing unto groaniiigs which 
cannot be uttered, and, after long importunity in 
prayer, won an answer from the Lord. For 
while one day he was thus praying in seclusion, 
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He con- and in his exceeding fervour was wholly absorbed 
•orteth in God, there appeared unto him Christ Jesus in 
with j^j. ii|[t.Qt.jji, yf One Crucified. Beholding Him» 
L| bis soul was melted within him, and so deeply 

H was the remembrance of Christ's Passion im- 

printed inwardly on his heart that from that 
hour, whensoever he recalled the Crucifixion of 
Christ, he could scarce refrain from tears and 
from groaning aloud ; even as he himself in after 
time told his frtendti, when he was drawing nigh 
his end. For in sooth by this vision the man of 
God understood that Gospel saying to be 
addressed unto him : " If thou wilt come after 
Me, deny thyself, and take up thy cross, and 
follow Me." 

6. From that time forth, he put on the spirit of 
poverty, the feeling of humility, and the love of 
inward godliness. For whereas aforetime not 
only the company, but even the distant sight, 
of lepers had inspired him with violent loathing, 
now, for the sake of Christ Crucified, — Who, saith 
the jirophet, appeared despised, and marred as a 
lejier, — and that he might fully vanquish self, he 
would render unto the lepers humble and kindly 
services in his benevolent goodness. For he 
would often visit their dwellings, and bestow 
alms upon them with a bountiful hand, and with 
a deep impulse of pity would kiss their hands and 
faces. Unto poor folk that begged of him, he 
was fain to give not his goods alone, but his very 
selt, at limes stripping off his garments, at times 
tearing or cutting them, to bestow upon them, when 
he had naught else at hand. Poor priests, more- 
over, he would succour reverently and piousl* 
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lOre especially with omamentii for the altar, and wit 
hereby he both became a sharer in the divine beggaraj 
worship, and supplied the needs ci( the wnrshippera. 

Now about this time he was visiting, with 
devout reverence, the uhrine uf the Apostle Peter, 

,d beheld n host of beggars before the doors 
^ the church ; thereupon, contitrained in pact by 
gentle piety, In part led by the love of poverty, 
he bestowed his own garmenw or one of the 
aeedicsc, and, dad in his rags, pas^d that day in 
the midst of the beggars, with unwonted gladneaa 
of spirit ; that so, despiftinj^ worldly repute, he 
might attain by gradual «tep« unto Gosjjel per- 
fection. He kept right ittrict watch over the 
mortification of the flesh, that he might bear the 
Cross of Christ, the which he bore inwardly in 
his heart, outwardly also in his body. 80 all 
tbeK things were wrought by the man of God, 
Francis, ere yet he had sc]iaratcd himself from 
the world in habit or way of life. 




CHAPTER 11 



OF HIS PERFECT CONVKRSION UKTO GOP, AND OF 
THE REPAmiNG OF THE THREE CHURCHES 

Bidden to ■■ Forasmuch as the servant of the Must 

repair St. High had none to instruct him in this way 
Damtans except Christ, His mercy was now further vouch- 
safed unto him in risitatlona of Hts sweet grace. 
For on a certain day, when he had gone forth to 
meditate in the fields, he was walking nigh the 
church of Saint Damian^ which from its ex- 
ceeding great age was threatening to fall, and, at 
the prompting of the Spirit, went within to pray. 
Prostrating himself before an Image of the 
Crucified, he waa filled with ou iinid!! contjolation 
of spirit us he prayed. And as with eyes full of 
tears he gazed iifrfin the Lord's Cross, he heard 
with his bodily ears a Voice proceeding fi'om that 
Cr09s^ saying thrice : " Francis, gu and repair My 
House, which, as thou seeat, is falling utterly into 
ruin." Francis trembled, being alone in the 
church, and was astonied at the sound of such 
a wondrous Voice, and, perceiving in his heart 
the might of the divine speech, was carried out 
of himself in ecstasy. When at length he came 
unto himself again, he prepared to obey, and 
devoted himself wholly unto the behest to repai 
the material church ; howbeit, the principal inten 
of the nieysagc had regard unto that Churc] 
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IS 



Brhich ChrtfiC had piirchaspd wi^ His own blood, h« selleth 
eren as the Holy Spirit taught him, ard an he hia f^ooda 
himself afterward rcveaJcd urto the Brethren. 

Accordingly he rose up, and, fortifying hirasdf 
with the sign of the Cross, he put together cloth 
Rulfs for sale, and hastened unto the city that is 
called Foligno, and there gold the goods that he 
had brought and the horse whereon he had 
riddra. Then this joyful merchant, putting 
together his gatne, departed on bis return for 
Assi&i, and there did reverently enter the church 
concerning whose repair he had received the 
command. Finding there a poor priest, he 
shewed him due reverence, and proffered him 
the money for the repair of the church, and the 
use of the poor, humbly petitioning that he 
would permit him to sojourn with htm for a 
time. The priest granted him to sojourn there, 
biit, for tear of his parents, refijsed the money, 
whereupon that true despiser of monies threw tt 
on a window-ledge, valuing it no more than dust 

Cc is trodden under foot. 
z. But when his father Icamc that the servant 
God was tarrying with the priest afbretiaid, he 
was Bore vexed in spirit, and ran unto the place. 
And Francis, being yet but a newly-recruited 
soldier of Christ, when he heard the threats of 
them that pursued him, and luiew beforehand of 
their coming, was fain to give place unto wrath, 
and hid himself in a certato secret pit ; therein 
for some days he lay concealed, beseeching the 
Lord without ccaKing, and nith Hoods o( tears, 
that He would deliver his soul from the hands of 
them that pursued him, and would by His gracious 
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His favour fulfil the holy purposes therewith He had 
father's inspiried him. Then, tilled with an overflowing 
joy, he began to blame himself tbr his craven 
sloth, and, leaving his hiding-place, and casting 
aside his tear, he look his way toward the ctty of 
Ajisisi. But when the townsfolk bchtrld him 
unkempt in appe;irAnce, and changed in mind, and 
on this nccount deemed him to have lost his senses, 
they mshed upon him with mud of the Btrccta and 
stones, and mocked him with loud shouts as a fool 
and madman. But the wervant of the Lord, not 
moved or overborne by any insults, passed through 
all as one deaf unto them. When his father heard 
these outcries, he ran out at once, not to deliver 
him> but rather to destroy him ; laying aside all 
COm|junction, be dragged hmi into the house, and 
there afflicted him first with words, then with 
stripeii and bonds. But Francis was thereby 
rendered but the more eager and valiant to carry 
out that which he had begun, remembering that 
saying of the Gospel : " Blessed art* they which 
are per&ecuted for righteousness' sake : for theirs ts 
the kingdom of heaven." 

3. After a little space, on his father's departure 
fitnn the country, his mother, — who mtijlikcd her 
husband's dealings, and deemed it hopeless to 
soften the unyielding constancy of her boo,— freed 
him from his bonds, and let him go forth. Then 
he, giving thanks unto the Lord Almighty, re- 
turned unto the place where he had been afore. 
When his father returned, and found him not in 
the house, heaping repnraches on his wife, he ran 
in ftiry unto that place, intending, if he could nr 
bring him back, at least to drive him from t 
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province. But Francis, strengthened of God, of Before 
fat!) own accord came forth to raeet his raging *h* 
father, crying aloud that he cared naught (inr his B'*™P 
bomla and stripes, yea more, protesting that he 
would gladly endure ail hardships for the sake of 

hrist. Accordingly, when his fatKi-r k^w that 
could not bring him back, he turned his 
thoughts unto the recovery of the money, the 
which, when he had at length found it on the 
window-ledge, somewhat soothed his rage, the 
thirst of avarice being relieved, aa it were, by a 
draught of money. 

4. Then this father according unto the flesh 
was fain to take this son of grace, now stripped 
of his wealth, before the Bishop of the city, that 
into his hands he might renign his claim unto his 
father's inheritance, and render up all that had 
been his. This that true lover of poverty shewed 
himself right ready to do, and coming into the 
Bishop's presence, he braol:ed no delays, he was 
kept back of none, tarried for no speech, nor spake 
himself, but at once did olf all his garments, and 
restored them unto his father. Then was the 
man of God seen to have a hairshlrt next his 
skin under hiu rich apparel. Yea more, as one 
drunk with wondrous fervour of spirit, he threw 
aside even his breeches, and stood up naked in 
the presence of alt, saying unto his father : 
" Hitherto I have called thee my father on earth, 
but henceforth I can confidently say 'Oi:r Father, 
Which art in heaven,' with Whom I have laid up 

y whole treasure, and on Wliom i have mm my 

hole tnist and hope." The Bishop, Btcing this, 
ind marvelling at such exceeding n?r%'our in the 
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I man of God, ruac furthwith, and, weeping, put 
i his arma round him ; thea> devout and kindly 
' man as hr was, covered him with tht- closk 
wherewith he himself was clad, bidding his ser- 
vanu give him something to dolhe his limba withal, 
and there was bruught luito him a mean and rough 
tunic of a farm-Bcrvaat of the Bishop. This 
Francis gladly received, and with his own hand 
marked it with the ftign of the Cross, with a piece 
of chalk that he chanced upon, thus making it a 
garment meet for a man crucitied, poor, and half 
naked. Thus, then, the servant of the Most High 
King was left despoiled, thai he might follow the 
Lord Whom he loved. Who had been despoiled 
and crucified j thus he was fonificd with the 
Cross, that he ini^ht entrust his nuuI unto that 
wood of salvation, that should bring him forth un- 
fiCflthed from the shipwreck of the world. 

5. Thereafter, this dewpiser of the world, 
loosed from the bonds of worldly desires, Icti the 
city, and, glad and free, sought an hidden solitude 
where he might hearken in loneliness and silence 
unto the hid treasures of the divine converae. 
And while the man of God, Francis, was making 
hiA way through a certab woud, chanting praises 
unto the 1 .ord in the French tongue, and rejoicing, 
it chanced that some robbers rushed out on him 
from their hiding-places. With lierce mien they 
asked the man of God who he was, and he, fuH 
of confidence, gave a prophetic answer, saying : 
" I am a herald of the great ICiog." Then 
they fell upon him, and cast him into a ditch fidl 
of snow, crying: '* Lie there, lout, thou herald 
of God ! " But he, on their departure, climbed 



1 



HIS PERFECT CONVERSION 



"^ 



^out of the ditch, and, upiiftcd with exceeding His piti- 
gladness, with yet louder voice began to make the fuhieM 
woods echo with praises tinto the Creator of all. !"*".. 

6. When he came unto aneighbouringmonastery, po^w 

\he asked an alms as a beggar, and received it as 

DDL* unrecogoised and despised. Dq^ailing tbeace, I 

be came unui Guhbio, when* he wan recogniaed 1 

entertained by a friend of former days, and I 

clad by him with a poor tunic, such as I 

rbecame the little poor one of Christ. I 

Thence that lover of ulterest humility betook I 

J himself unto the lu-jiers, and abudf among them, I 

[■with all diligence serving them all for the I 

[love of God. He would hathe their feet, and I 

f4>ind up their sores, drawing forth the corrupt I 

[matter from their wounds, and wiping away the I 

blood ; yea, in his marvellous devotion, he would 1 

even kiss their ulcerated wounds, he that was 

soon to be a Gospel physician. Wherefore he I 

obtained from lJ\e Lord auch power as that I 

he received a marvellous efficacy in macvellouBly I 

cleansing both soul and body frtim disease. I I 

will relate one instance oitt of many, whereby I 

the fame of the man of God was afterward I 

bruited abroad. I 

A man in the county of Spoleto had his mouth I 

VHJ jaw eaten away by the ravages of a toathsome I 

disraae, and received no succour from any remedy 1 

of the phymicians. It chanced that, after visiting 

the iihiinefi of the holy Apostles to implore their | 

meritft, he wns returning from his pilgrimage, and I 

met the servant of God. When out of dcvtrtion I 

Ik was fain to kiss his footprints, Francis in bis I 

huniiity would not brook it, but kissed on the 1 



so 



LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS 



thrM 



}He re- mouth him that had been fain to kUs his feet. 

I'P^J^ Lo, as in his wondroos goodness the serram of 
the lepers, FranciH, touched that loathsame sore 
with hia holy Hps, the disease utterly vanished, 
and the sick man at once regained his longed-for 
health. I know not which of these twain is the 
more rightly to be marvelled at, the depth of 
humility in such a gracious embrace, or the 
excellence of power in such an aetouodiog 
miracle. 

7. Francin, now stabJished in the humility of" 
Christ, recalled unto mind the obedience laid 
upon him by the Cruciiix as to the repairing of 
the church of Saint Damian, and like one truly 
obedient returned unto Assisi, that he might, if 
eren by begging, obtain means to accomplish the 
divine behest. Laying aside ilU shamcfastncss for 
the loTC of the Poor Man Crucified, he went 
about begging from those who had known him in 
his affluence, bearing the loads nf stonea on hia 
frail body, worn with fasting. When the church 
aforesaid had been repaired, the I^ord helping 
him, and the devotion of the citizens coming 
unto his aid, — ^that his body after its toil might M 
not relax in s.loth, tie turned to rejisir the I 
church of Saint Peter, at some distance from the 
city, by reason uf the especial devotion that in , 
the purity ol' his csndid faith he had for the M 
Prince of the Apostles. 1 

8. When this church too was at length finished, 
he came unto the place that is called The l-ittic 
Portion, wherein a church had been reared in 
days of old in honour of the most Blessed Virgin, 
Mother of God, but which waa then deserted and 
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cared far by none. When the man of God St. Mar; 

beheld it thus abardonctl, by reason of the ardent of the 

devotion that he had toward the Sovereign Lady p ^^ 

' >f thp world, he took up his abode there, that he 

light diligerdy labour to repair it. Perceiving 

bat Angels ofttitnes visited it, — according unto 

fthe name of tliwt church, that from old time was 

caUed Saint Mary of the Angels,— he abode there 

by reason of hi» reverence for the Angels, and 

Ills especial love for the Mother of Chritit. This 

place the holy man loved before all other placed 

the world ; for here he began in humility, here 

made progress in virtue, here he ended in 

liappinesa, and, dying, commended it unto the 

^rtthren aj^ a place most beloved of the Virgin. 

^Decerning this place a cert.iin devout Brother, 

before his conversion, beheld a vision right worthy 

to be recounted. He beheld a countless host of 

men stricken with blindness, with tlicir faces up- 
lifted unto heaven, on bended knees, encircling 
this church, and they all, stretching out their 
hands on high, cried unto God with tears, 
beseeching Hi« mercy and lighL And lo, there 
came a great radiance from heaven, illumining all, 
and this gave light unto each one of them, and 
granted the longed-for salvation. This is the place 
wherein the Order of lirothprs Minor w.is begun 
by Saint Francis according unto the impulse of the 
divine revelation, b'or at the bidding of the divine 
proTidence, by the which the servant of Chrut 
was goided in all things, he built three material 
churches before that, instituting the Order, he 
preached t}ie GoGpel ; thuit not only did he make 
progreM in ordered coiirac from things perceived 
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The by the strses unto things perceived by the uoder- 
rCharch s^tanding, and from lesser things unto greater, but 
lewed [jp jjj -jjQ prefigure in mystic wise by his 
material labours the work that should be wrought 
thereafter. For, Hke the thrice-repeated repairing 
of the niaterial fabric, the Church, under the 
guidance oi the holy m;ui, wae to be renewed in 
threefold wise, according unto the pattern given 
by him, and the Rule, and teaching of Christ j 
and a triple army of such as should be saved was 
to be triumphant, even as we now perceive to be 
fliifilled. 
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CHAPTER 



OF THE FOUNDINC OF HIS RELIfJtOH, AHD fiAHCTIO» 

OF THE RULE 



1. Now FriDcis, the servant of God, abiding The 
at the church of ihe Virgin Mother of God, GospeJ 
with continuous sighing besought her that had P*"*™ 
conceived the Word full of grace and truth that 
she would deign to become his advocate ; and, by 
the merits of the Mother of Mercy, he did him- 
velf conceive and give birth unto the spirit of 
Goepcl truth. For while on a day he was devoutly 
hearing the Mats of the Apostles, that Gospel 
was read aloud wherein Christ gave unto His 
diBciple* that were sent forth to preach the 
Gospel pattern for their life, to wit, that ihcy 
should posHt-ss neither gold, nor silver, nor money 
in their pursM, nor scrip for their journey, neither 
two coatSf neither shoes' nor yet staves. Hearing 
this, and tinderstanding it, and committing it unto 
memory, the lover of Apostolic poverty was at 
once filled with joy unspeakable. "This," with 
he, ** is what I detiire, yea, this is what I long for 
with my whole bean." Forthwith he looacd his 
shoes from otf his feet, laid down hts staiT, cast 
aside his purse and his money, contented him with 
iwie scanty tunic, and, throwing aside his belt, look 
a rope for girdle, applying all the care of hia heart 
to discover how best he might ftiitil that which he 
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By his Kad heard, and t:unfurm hlititicir tn aU things uoto 
life aod the rule of Apostolic gotlUiirwj. 
teaching j Frnm this tim* forward, the man of God 
began, by divine impulse, to become a jcaloos 
imitator of Goapcl poverty and to invite others 
unto j>enilence. His word« were nut empty, nor 
meet for laughter, but full of the might of the 
Holy Spirit, penetrating the heart's core, and smit- 
ing all that heard them with mighty amaze. In 
all ht8 preaching, he would bring tidings of peace, 
saying : "The Lord give you peace," and thus he 
" '" would gr<-rt the folk at the beginning of his di»- 
ciiurfits. Thih- greeting he had Icamt by revelation 
from the Lord, even as he himself did iifterward 
testify. Whence it liefell, according unto the 
propbet*8 words, that he -htnifieif inspired by the 
spirit of the prophets — brought tidings of peace, 
and preached salvation, and by salutary admoni- 
tions allied many unto the true peace who afore- 
time were at enmity with Christ, far from 
«alvattoD. 

3. Accordingly, as many remarked in die man 
of God alike the truth of his simple teaching and 
of his lid-, certain of them began by his ensample 
to nam their thoughts unto jienitence, and, renoun- 
cing all, to join ihemselveit unto him in habit and 
life. The tirst of these was that honour-worthy 
man, Bernard, who, bemg made a partaker in the 
divine calling, earned the title of the iirstbora son 
of the blessed Father, both by being first in time, 
and by being of an especial holiness. For be^ 
having proved the saintliness of the 6erv.int of 
Christ, was minded after his ensample to utterly 
despise the world, and sought counsel from him 
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how he might accompiish thia. Hearing this, the he 
servant of God was filled with consolation by winncth 
reason of his first ofFepring conceived of the Holy ^0"^" 
Spirit. *' From God," saith he, "behoveth ys 
•k this counsel." Forthwith, when it was 
irning, they entered into the church of Saint 
'Nicholas, and, having first prayed, Francis, the 
worshipper of the Trinity, did thrice open the 
book, of the Gospels, seeking by a threefold 
^BVritne«s front Ciod to ntren^th^n the holy purpow 
^■of Bernard. In the first opening of the book was 
discovered that saying : " If thou wilt be perfect, 
go and aell that thou hast, and give to the poor." 
In the second : "Take nothing for your journey ." 

I And in the third ; ** If any man will come after 
Mc, let him deny himscli', and take up bin croofi, 
and follow Me." "This," uaith the holy man, 
" it) our life and Rule, iiind that of all thnt shall be 
roinded to join our fellowship. Do thou go, then, 
if ihou wilt be perfect, and fulfil that which thou 
ha&t beard." 

4. Not long after, fire men were called by the 
lanic Spirit, and thus the sons of Francis numbered 
six ; the third place among them fell unto the 
holy Father Giles, a man verily tilled with God 
and worthy to be famed in remembrance. For 
he became afterward noted for the practice of 
lofty virtues, even as the servant of the Lord had 
foretold concerning him, and, albeit he was 
ignorant and simplt*, he wafi exalted unto the peak 
o( sublime contemjilation. For while for a long 
space o{ time he was cnntinuously absorbed in 
uplifting of the heart unto God, he was »o often 
snatched up unto Him in ecstasies, — «en as I 
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Vision of myself beheld with the wimess of mine own ey«, 
SUvester — as that he might be deemed tr> live among men 
an angelic rather than a mortal life. 

5. Moreover, about that same time, a certain 
priest of the city of Assisi, Silvester by name, 
a man of honourable life, received of the ]^ord a 
vision not to be passed over in silence. For since, 
in his finite jiidgemem, he had looked askance at 
the manner of life of Francis and his Brethren, 
he was visited, — lest he should be imperilled by 
his raeh verdict,— by the regard of the heavenly 
grace. For in a dream he beheld the whole city 
of Assisi beset by a jjreat dragon, whose huge 
bulk, ftecmed to threaten all the countryside with 
destruction. Then he saw a Cross of gold pro- 
ceeding out of the mouth of Francis, the top 
whereof touched heaven, and its arms outstretched 
at the side seemed to reach unto the ends of the 
world, and at its glittering aspect that foul and 
loathly dragon was utterly put to flight. When 
this had been thrice shewn unto liim, he deemed it 
a divine portent, and related it in order unto the 
man of God and his Brethren ; and no long time 
thereafter he left the world, and clave so constantly 
unto the footetejts nf Christ as that his life in the 
Order rendered true the vision that he had received 
while yet in the world. 

6. When this vision was related unto him, the 
man of God was not puffed up with the glorying 
of men, but, recognising the goodness of God in 
the favours shewn mito him, he was the more 
keenly incited to repel the craft of the ancient 
enemy, and to preach the glory of the Cross of 
Christ. Now on a day, while in a ccrtam lonely 
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place he was l^tTerly bewailing the reraembrfiiice The I 
of past years 't^* j"y of the Holy Spirit cami- BrMhren 
upon him, and he was assured of the full remission j*™ '^ 
of all hiB offences. Then, carried out of himw:Ifi 
and wholly wrapt into a miirvflioiis light, the 
horizons of his mind were enlarged, and he clearly 
beheld the future atary of himself and of his sons. 
Returning after this wnto the Brethren, " Be con- 

t soled," aailh he, " my dearest, and rejoice in the 
Lord, and be not &ad for tha: ye be few in number, 
nor let my eimpleness nor your own make you 
afeared, for the J^ord hath verily shewn me that 
God vnil cauGC us to w2k into a great host, and 
will enlarge us in manifold wise with the grace of 

Kflifl blessing;." 

^ 7. Whereas about this time another good man 
did enter the Religion, the blessed family of the 
man of God reached the number of seven. 
Then the holy Father called all his flons unto 
him and told them many tbingii cunix-ming the 
Kingdom of God, the contempt of the world, the 
sacrifice of dieir own wills and the chastiecmert 
of the body, and did lay before them his intent of 
nending them forth into the four quarters of the 
world. ('"or now the barren and ]ioor humble 
simplenetA of the holy Father had brought forth 
seven sorm and he was fain to give birth unto the 
whole company of the faithful in the Lord Christ, 
calling them unto the mourning of penitence. 
••Co ye," saith the sweet P'athcr unto his sons, 
••bringing tidings of peace unto men, and preach 
repentance for the remission of sina. Be yc patient 
in tribuLitian, watchful unto prayer, zealous m toil, 
humble in speech, sober in manner, and thankful 
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Their for kindnesses, seeing chat for all these an erer- 
joyous lasting kingdom is prepared for you." Then they, 
return jjuDj^y proBtrating thfitist'lves on the ground before 
the servant of God, received with gladness of 
spirit thp behest of holy abedience. And Francis 
said unto each one singly : " Cast thy burden upon 
the Lord,aiid He shall sustain thee." He was wont 
to say theijt,' words whensoever he was guiding any 
Brother unto obedience. Then he himfielfj know- 
ing that he was set as an ensample unto the rest, 
that he might firfit da that which he had taught, 
set forth with one companion toward one quarter 
of the world, the remaining six being apportioned, 
after the fauhion of a Cross, unto the other three 
parts. After some little time had parsed, the 
kindly Father, longing for the presence of his 
beloved family, — since he could not of himself 
call thcni together into one place,— prayed that 
this might be accomplished by Him Who gathcrcth 
together the outcasts of Israel. And this Ciuuc 
to pass. For, with no niprtal summoning, and all 
unexpectedly, within a short time all came together 
I according as he had desired, by the ciTcctual work- 
t ing of the divine goodneus, and to their no small 
\ marvel. Moreover, as four other honourable men 
joined them about that time, their number increased 
unto twelve. 

8. Now when the servant of Christ peroeived 
that the number of the Urethren was gradually in- 
creasing, he wrote for himself and for his Brethren 
n Rule for their life, in simple wordt. Herein 
the observance of the Holy Gospel was set as the 
inuqwrable foundation, and some few other points 
were added thst seemed necessary for a consistent 
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I'tnanneT of life. But he was fain that what he had S^tit 
[tvrittcn «hould be approTed by the Supreme Francis 
Pontiff, wherefore he purposed to approach the fT* p___^ 
Apoatoiic See with that his company of simple ^^ 

men, relying only on the divine guidance. Godi 
from on high had regard unto his desire, ard 
fortified the minds of his companions, that were 
afcared at the thonght of his simpleness, by a 
vision shewn unto the man of God after thiit wise. 
It seemed unto him thai he was walking along a 
certain road, near by which stood a very lofty tree. 
When he had drawn nigh unto it, and was standing 
beneath it, wondering at its height, on a sudden 
he was so raised on high by the divine might sa 
that he touched the top of the tree, and bent down 
its highest branches unto its roots right easily. 
The portent of this vieion l*"ranci9, tilled with the 
Spirit of God, underelood to refer unto the stoo))- 
ing of the ApostoUc See nnto his desire ; where- 

■ fore he wan gladdened in spirit, and his Brethren 
were atrengthcncd in the Lord, and thus he set 
forth with them on the journey. 

9. Now when he had come unto the Roman 
Curia,* and had been introduced into the presence 
of the Supreme Pontiff, he expounded unto him 
hiH intent, humbly and eame«tly beseeching him to 
sanction the Rule aforesaid for their life. And 
^m the Vicar of Christ, the lord Innuccnc the Third, 
^B a man exceeding renowned for wisdom, behold- 
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Uia tug in the man of God the wondroua piirity of a 
request Himple stni!, constancy unto his pur].niBc, and the 
enkindled fervour of a holy will, was disposed to 
^ve unto the suppliant his fatherly sanction. 
Howbeit, he deluyed to perfonn that which the 
little poor one of Christ qsked, by reason that unto 
some of the Cardinals this seemed a thing untried, 
and too hard for human strength. But there was 
present among the Cardinals an honour-worthy 
man, the lord John of Saint Paul, Bishop of 
Sabina, a lover of all holiness, and an helper of 
the poor men of Christ. He, inflamed hy the 
Divine Spirit, said unto the Supreme Pontiif, and 
unto his colleagues ; "If we refuse the request of 
this poor man as a thing too hnrd, and untried, 
when hiB petition is that the pattern of Gospel life 
may be sanctioned for him, let us beware lest we 
stumble at the Goapel of Christ. For if nny 
man saith that in the observance of Gospel ]>er- 
fection, and the vowing thereof, there is contaioied 
aught that is untried, or contrary unto reason, or 
impossible to observe, he is clearly seen to blaa- 
pheme against Christ, the author of the Gospel." 
When these arguments had been eet forth, the 
successor of the Apoatle Peter, turning unto the 
poor man of Christ, said: ** Pray unto Christ, my 
son, that He may shew us His will through thee, 
and when we know it more surely, we will more 
confidently assent unto thy holy defiires." 

10. Then the servant of God Almighty, 
betaking himself wholly unto prayer, gained by 
devout intercession that which he might set forth 
outwardly, and the Pope feel inwardly. For 
when he had narrated a parable of a rich King 



that had of free will espou^ied a fair woman that Paraible 

was poor, and how the childrco she bare shewed **' '"* 

the iikenesfi of the King that hegac them, and so P°5"^ 

were brought up tit his t3.b)e, even an he had leamt 

this of the Lord, — he added, as ao interpretation 

thereof ; " il is not to be feart-d lliat the sons and 

heirs of the everlasting King will perish of hunger, 

cvt-n they that have been born of a poor mother in 

the hkeness of the King, Christ, by the power of 

the Holy Spirit, and that shall themselves beget 

sons through the spirit of Poverty in a litde ]foor 

Religion. For if the King of heaven hath 

promieed an everlasting kingdom unto them that 

follow Him, how much more shall He provide 

for them those things that He bestoweth alike on 

the good and on the evU J " When the Vicar of 

Christ had dihgently hearkened unto this parable, 

and the interpretniion thereof, he marvelled greatly, 

and perceived that Christ had of a truth spoken 

through a man. Moreover, he maintained, by the 

inspiration of the Divine Spirit, that a vision tliat 

at that lime wat< tihewn unto him from heaven 

would be fulfilled in Francis. For in a dream he 

saw, as he recounted, the Latoran BxEiilica about to 

fall, when a little poor man, of mean staluR' and 

humble aspect, propped it with his own back, and 

thus saved it from falling. " Verily," saith he, 

" he it is that by his work and teaching shall 

sustain the Church of Christ." From this vision, 

he was filled with an cipecia! devotion uc:o him, 

and m all ways disposed himself unto his uupplica- 

tion, and ever loved the servant of Christ wilh 

an esjtecial atfeclion. Then .ird there he granted 

hie request, and promised at a later day to bestow 
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The Rale yet more upon him. He sanctioned the Rule, 
approved and gave him a command to preach repentance, 
and made all the lay Brethren that had accom- 
panied the servant of God wear narrow tonsures, 
that they might preach the word of God without 
hindrance. 




I 



OF THE ADVANCEMETIT OF THE OROEB UNDER HIS 

HAND, AXD OF THE C0NF3RMAT1OK OF THE 

RITLS ALREAAT SANCTIONED 



I. Thenceforward Francis, relying on tKc A miracle 
iTour of heaven and on the PapaJ authority, ''y ^^ , 
took his way with all ciinlidencc toward the ' 
valley of Sjioleto, that he might both live and 
teach the Goflpci of Christ. While he wait 
holding converse with bis companions on the 
road, as to how ihcy mi}iht observe in sincerity 
the Rule that ihey had professed, and how in all 
holiness and righicousncs* chey might walk before 
God, how thtry might progress among themselves, 
and be an ensample unto othersT — their discussion 
was prolonged, and the hours sii|>ped by. And 
at last they found themselves, wearied with the 
length of their toilsome way, and an hungered, in 
a certain lonely place. Then verily, when there 
was no means whereby they might provide them 
with the needful food, the providence of God 
came speedily unto their aid. For, on a sudden, 
there appeared & man carrying bread in his hand, 
the which he gave iimo the little poor ones of 
Christ, and, also on a sudden, vanished, without 
any man knowing whence he came nr whither he 
went. Hereby the brethren in their poverty 

toetTcd that the guardian care of heaven was 
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Return to nbout the compaoy of the man of Cod, and 
Assisi were refreshctL mure by the gift of the divine 
bounty than by the food of the body; moreover, 
they were filled with heavenly comfort, and firmly 
resolved, ard strengthened themselTcs in the ir- 
rcTOcable determination, never to retreat from 
iheir vow of holy poverty for any goad of 
necessity or affliction. 

2 . Thus they returned in theit holy intent 
unto the valley of .Spoleto, ard began to discuss 
whether they ought t<» live among men, or to 
betake them unto lonely places. But Francis, the 
servant of Christ, trusting not in hia own efforts 
or those of hia Brethren, with importunate prayer 
enquired the pleasure of the divine will concerning 
thie. Then he was illumined by a divinely re- 
vealed oracle, and understood that he hud been 
sent of the Lord unto this end, that he might 
win for Christ the kguIs that the devil was striving 
to carry off. Wherefore he chofle to live rather 
for all men than for his single self, inspired by the 
ensample of Him Who brooked to die, One Man 
for all. 

3. Accordingly, the man of God returned 
with the rest of hia companions unto a certain 
deserted hut nigh the city of Assisi, wherein, 
after the pattern of Holy Poverty, they lived in 
much toil and necessity, seeking to be refreshed 
rather with the bread of tears than of luxury. 
For they gave themselves up continuously unto 
divine prayers, being earnest in the practice of 
devout intercession — of the heart rather than of 
the lips — for they had not yet any ecclesiaatical 
books wherein they might chant the Canonical 
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Hours. Howbeic, in the ptacr of such, thty Prayer 
meditated day and night on the book of the Cross and 
of Christ, continuouHly looking (hereupon, by the Pf"s* 
msamplc of their Father, and taught by his dis- 
course, for he continually spake unto them con- 
cerning the Cross of Christ. When the Brethren 
besought him to teach them to pray, he said : 
**When ye pray, say* Our Father,' and: *Wc 
adore Thee, O Christ, in all Thy churches that 
in the whole world, and we bIcKH Thee for 
that by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the 
world." Moreover, he taught them to praise 
God in all things and through all His creatures, 
to reverence pricsta with an especial honour, to 
firmly hold and simply confesfl the true faith, 
according as the Holy Roman Church doth both 
hold and teach it. The Brethren observed the 
instructions of the holy Father in all things, and, 
using the form of prayer that he had given unto 
theiu, would humbly prostrate themselves before 
oil churches and crosses that they beheld, were 

eren from a distance. 

4. Now while the Brethren were abiding in 
the place aforesaid, the holy man one Saturday 
entered the city of Assiai, to preach early on the 
Sunday, as was his wont, in the Cathedral 
Church. While the man devoted unto God 
WU passing the night, after his wonted maiuier, 
in ■ htit within the Canons* garden, praying unto 
God, and absent in the body from hit* eons, — lo, 
about midnight, while some of the Brethren were 
taking rest, others keeping rigil in prayer, a 
chAiiot of fire of marvellous brightness, entering 
by the door of the house, turned thrice hither 
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The and thither through the dwelling, and over the I 
cbariot chariot a iihining ball of lire rested, in 3ppcaranc« 
of fire ]j|j^. y^jy ^^^^ gyJ^ making the night radiant. The 
i watchful Brethren were astounded, they thai slept J 
were awakened and alamted at the same moment, ^ 
and felt the light no less in their hearts than with 
their bodies, while by the power of that marvellous 
brightness the conscience of each was laid bare 
unto his £fttow. For they all mideretood alike, — 
ail seeing in turn the hearts of each, — that their 
holy Father was absent from them in body, but 
present in spirit, and that, transformed into sach a 
likeness, illumined with heavenly rays, and flaming 
with ardent heat, he was shewn unto them of the 
Lord with supernatural might in a Ghining chariot of 
fire I so that they, as Israelite!! indeed, might follow 
after him who, like another Elias, had been made 
by God the chariot and the horseman of spiritual 
men. We must verily believe that He opened 
the eyes of those simple men at the prayers of 
Francis, that they might sec the mighty deeds of 
God, Who aforetime opened the eyes of the young 
man that he might see the mountain fiill of 
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 
When the holy man returned unto the Brethren, 
he began to scnilinise the secret things of their 
consciences, to console them with that marvellous 
vision, and to foretell many things that should 
come to pass concerning the progress of the Order. 
And 3s he revealed many things surpassing mortal 
sense, the Brethren perceived of a (ruth (hat the 
Spirit of the Lord had reited upon His servant 
Fraacia in such ftilnesa as that they would walk 
most Securely in following his teaching and life. 
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;. After this^ Frascis, shepherd of a little Increase 
flock, led his baod of twelve Brethren unto Saint of the 
Mary of the Little Foroon,— the favour of hearen ^'°^ 

going before him, — that in the place wherein, by j 

the merits of the Mother of God, the Order of I 

Minors hfld taken its beginring, it might by her I 

aid gain an increase. There too he became an I 

herald of the Gospel, going round among cities I 

and foni6cd places, proclaiming ttie Kingdom of I 

od, not in the words which man's wisdoni I 

cheth, bitt which the Holy Ghost teachcth. I 

He seemed unto them that beheld him a man of I 

another world, one, to wit, that had his heart ever I 

set on heaven, and his face turned toward it, and I 

that endeavoured to draw all men upwards. From I 

this time, the vme of Christ begnn to bring forth I 

pleasant savour of the Lord, and the flowers pro- I 

duced therefrom became the rich fniit of sweet- I 

iie$B, honour, and righteousneiift, I 

6. For, enkindled by the fervour of his preach- I 

ing, very many folk bound themselves by new I 

rules of penitence^ after the pattern received from I 

the man of God, and that same servant of Christ I 

ordained that their manner of living should be I 

called the Order of the Brethren of Penitence. I 

Of a truth, even as the way of penitence is known I 

to be common unto all that strive after heaven, so I 

it is noted of how much worth in the sight of I 

God was this Order, embracing clerks and laymen, I 

nrgins, and married folk of either sex, by the I 

many miraclea wrought by some of its niniiber$, I 

Aod there were maidens converted unto lifelong I 

virginity, among whom that virgin dearest unto I 

Goif Clare, tlu first plant among them, like a I 
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spring blossom breathed fragrance, and 
shone Uke a star exceeding brigbt. She U now 
glorified in heaven, and rightly honoured by the 
Church on earth, she that was the daughter in 
Christ of the holy Father Francis, the little poor 
one, and herself the Mother of the Poor Ladies. 
7. Now many were not only fltnitten with 
dcTotioc, but also kindled by yearning after the 
perfection of Christ, and, despising all the vanity 
of worldly ihingSj followed in the footsteps of 
Francis ; and these, increasing by daily additions, 
speedily reached unto the ends of the earth. For 
holy Poverty, whom alone they took with them 
for their char^jes, made them swift unto all 
obedience, strong lo labour, and speedy in journey- 
ing. And since they posBessed no earthly things 
they eet their affections on naught, and had naught 
that they fiyired to lose ; they were everywhere at 
ease, weighed down by no fear, harassed by no 
care; they lived like men who were removed from 
vexations of the mind, and, taking no thought for 
it, awaited the morrow, and their night's lod^ng. 
Many reproaches were hurled upon theni in divers 
regions of the world, as on men contemptible and 
unknown ; howbeit, their love for the Gospel of 
Christ rendered them so longsuffering as that they 
sought rather to be in places where thev would 
endure persecnitton in the body, than in thotie 
where their saintltness was recognised, and whwe 
they might be puffed up by the applause of the 
world. Their very destitution of posaessions 
flccmcd unto them overflowing wealth, while, 
according unto the counsel of the Wise King, 
they were better pleased with little than with much. 
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On a time when some of the Brethren had A 
come unto the regions of the iniideU, it chanced Sarai 
that A certain Saracen, moveii by kindly feeJing, 
offered them money for their needful food. And po^ert^ 
when they reftised to lake it, the man mar^'cllcd, 
perccivinfi that they were pcunilcss. But when at 
last he und^stood that they had become poor for the 
love of God and were reaolvcd not to own money, 
he associated himeelf with them in such alTection 
as that he offered to A\ipply alt their needs, so 
long as be should have aught in hta possession. O 
priceless value of poverty, by whose marvellous 
power the mind of a fierce barbarian was changed 
into such compaiisioiiatc gentleness ! How appal- 
ling and scandalous a crime it is, that any Chnstisn 
should trample on this rare (learl, thai a Saracen 
exalted with such honour ! 

8. About that time, a certain Religious of the 
Order of Crossbearers, Morico by name, was 
lying in an hospital hard by Assisi suffering from 
an infirmity so serious and so protracted as that he 
was giTCn up unto death by the physicians ; he 
became a suppliant of the man of God, beseeching 
him earnestly through a messenger that he would 
deign 10 intercede with the Lord on his behalf. 
The blessed Father graciously acceded thereunto, 
and, having first prayed, took some crumbs of 
bread, and mixed with them some oil uken from 
the lamp that burned before the attar of the Virgin, 
and sent it by the hand of the Brethren unto the 
sick mar, as though it were an electuary, saying : 
** Carry this medicament unto our brother Morico, 
by the which the power of Christ shall not only 
restore him unto liill health, but shall aim render 
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A sick him an hardy warrior, who shall cleave with con- 
man jitancy unto our ranks." Forthwith, so sood as 

^^^ the Bick, nmn tasted of that remedy made by in- 
fipiratkm of the Holy Spirit, he rose up hwded, 
and gained from God such strength of mind and 
body as that shortly thereafter he entered the 
Religion of llie holy man, and, clothing himBetf 
with one tunic alone — beneath the which he wore 
for a long space of time a shirt of mail — and 
satisfied with but uncooked fare, — herbs to wit, 
and vegetables and fruits, — he thus for many years 
tasted neither bread nor wine, and yet remained 
strong and sound. 

9. As the merits of the rirtuca af these little 
ones of Christ waxed greater, the fragrance of 
their good repute wae spread on all side», and 
drew much folk from divers parts of the world to 

see the holy Father in person. Among whom 
was a Certain skilled composer of secular songs, 
who by reason of this gift had been crowned by 
the Emperor, and thence called " King of Verse, ' 
and he now was minded to yeek the man of God, 
the deapiser of worldly things. And when he 
had found him preaching in a Monastery at Borgo 
San Severino, the hand of the Lord was upon 
him, and he beheld that same preacher of the 
Cross of Christ, Francis, marked after the like- 
ness of a Cross with two exceeding shining swords 
set crosswise, whereof the one reached from his 
head unto his feet, the other across his brcajtt from 
hand to hand. He had not known the servant of 
Christ by face, but speedily recognised him when 
signalled out by so gre.it a portent. Forthwith, 
ail astonied at this sight, he began to resolve on 
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better things, and, at length, pricked by the power Brother 
of his words, and pierced as though by the sword Pacifico 
of the Spirit proceedin;); out uf his mouth, he did 
utterly despise worldly glorica, aod clave unto the 
blessed Father, professing his vows. Wherefore 
the holy man, seeing that he had utterly turned 
horn the disquiet of the world unto ihc peace of 
Christ, called him Brother Pacifico. He after- 
ward made progress in all hoUoess, and, before 
that he became Minister in France, — being the 
firM who held the office of Minister there, ^he 
merited to behold once more a great T on the 
forehead of Francis, the which, marked out by a 
diversity of colours, adorned his face with its 
marvellous beauty. This sign, in sooth, the holy 
man revered with deep alfeciion, praised it often 
in his discourse, and, io the letters that he dictated, 
signed it with his own band at tbe end, as though 
ill his care was, in the prophet's words, to set 
a mark * upon the foreheads of the men that sigh 
and that cry, and that be truly converted onto 
Christ JegUB. 

10. Now as time went by, and the Brethren 
ere multiplied, their watchful shepherd began to 
'caJl them together unto Chapters General in the 
place of Saint Mary of tbe Little Portion, so 
that, God dividing them an inheritance by liivc 
in the land of poverty, he might allot unto each 
bis portion of obedience. Here, albeit there was 
destitution of all things necdiiil, a company of 
more than 5,000 Brethren came together at one 
time, and, the divine mercy succouring them, there 

■ Vulg, Eiek. iit. 4. Signa than ("Ofuper fronte*, etc., 
the Idler T being in form Uke a CroM. 
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The was both a. Buflidency of victual, and bodily health 
Chapter together with it, while gladncus of spirit abounded. 
Aries jj^ jjjj. provincial Chapters, albeit Francis could 
not there shew himself present in the body, yet in 
spirit — -by his zealous care for their ruling, by his 
urgency in prayer, and the efficacy of his 
blessing- — he was present there ; yea, and once, 
by the operation of God's marvellous power, he 
did visibly appear. For while that glorious 
preacher, who ts now a noted Confessor of Christf 
Antony, was preaching urto the Chapter of the 
Brethren at Aries on the title inscribed on the 
Cross: "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews," a certain Brother of proved uprighlnefis, 
Monald'Ci by name, looking, by a divine impulse, 
toward the door of the Chapter-house, beheld 
with his bodily eyes the Blcii*«l Francis uplifted 
in the air, his hands outstretched after the manner 
of a Cross, blessing the Brethren. All the 
Brethren frit that they had been filled with a 
consolation of spirit so great and bo new as that 
the Spirit bore indubitable witness within them of 
the inie presence of the holy Father, albeit 
this was further aaaurcd, not alone by manifest 
tokens, but aJso by external tcGtimony through 
the words of that same holy Father. We must 
verily belie%'e (hat the almighty power of God, — 
that vouchsafed unco the holy Bishop Ambrose 
to be preacfit at the burial of the glorious Martin, 
that he might honour the holy Pontiff with his ■ 
holy ministry,— ^i id also make His servant Francis ■ 
to appear at the preaching of Hie true herald 
Antony, that he might sanction his preaching of 
the ttvthf and in especial his preaching of the 
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Cross of Christ, whereof he was a supporter and The Rt 
servant. drawn 

1 1 . Now as the Order was spreading abroad, "P w<" 
Francis wa« minded to make the Rule of their 
life, that the lord Innocent had Kaactiuned, be 
confirmed lo perpetuity by his successor Honorius, 
and he was admoniflhed hy a revelation from God 
on this wise. He seemed unto himself to have 
gathered from the ground some very small cruinbs 
of bread, and to have to part them among many 
&mlshed Brethren that stood round about him. 
While he hcsitalcd, fearing to part among them 
such minute crumbs, Ie.tt haply they might slip 
between his hands, a Voice from above said unto 
him: "Francis, make one Host out of all the 
crumbs, and give it unto thc«e that would fain 
eat." This he did, and such as did not receive 
it devoutly, or despised the gift as they received 
it, were speedily stricken with leprosy, and so 
marked out from the rest. At mom, the holy 
man narrated all these things unto his com- 
ponioDs, grieving that he could not inteq>rei the 
mystic meaning of the viiiion. But on the day 
following, 35 he kept prayerftil vigil, he heard a 
Voice speaking unto him from heaven on this 
wise: "Francis, the crumbs of the night past 
are the words of the Gospel, the Host is the 
Rule, the leprosy is sin." Being fmn, therefore, 
to reduce unto more convenient form the Rule 
that was to be confirmed, — i: having been some- 
what ditfiiscly compiled by putting together the 
words of the Goaiwl, — and being directed there- 
unto by the vision that had been shewn him, he 
went up into a certain mounlaiti V\\\\ v«c» «war- 
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by divine panionii, the Holy Spirit leadiDg him. There, 
rerdation fasting, or living on bread and water alone, he 
made the Rule be compiJed, according unto 
what the divine Spirit had caught him id prayer. 
When he came down from the mountain, he en- 
trusted this Rule unto the keeping of hia Vicar, 
who, when a few days h2d gone by, aflirmcd 
that he had lost it through negligence. Then the 
holy man returned unto the lonely place, and there 
drew up the Rule again, like the former oce, as 
though he had received the very words from the 
mouth of God ; and he obtained its confirmation, 
as he had desired, from the lord Pope Hororius 
aforcBaid, in the eighth year of hin pontificate. 
When persuading the Brethren with ardour to 
observe this Rule, he would say that he had set 
naught therein of hie own devising, but that he 
had made all things be written according as they 
had been divinely revealed unto him. And that 
thin might be more assuredjy confirmed by the 
witness of God, it was but a few days thereaiter 
that the stigmata of the Lord Jesus were imprinted 
upon him by the finger of the Lining God, — the 
seal, as it were, of the Chief Pontiff, Christ, to 
sanction in all ways the Rule, and to approve its 
author, even ae is described in its own place below, 
after the recital of bis virtueA. 



CHAPTER V 

THt AUSTFUITY OF HIS LITE, AND OF HOW ALL 
CHEATED THINGS AFFORDED HIM COMFORT 

I. Whek therefore the man of God, Franch, His 
'perceived that by his ersaoiple many were incited abstin- 
to bear the Cross <^ Christ with fervour of soul, cnce 
he himself was incited, like 2 good leader nf the 
army of Christ, to reach unto the palm of victory 
by the heights of unconquered valour. For, con- 
sidering that s:iying of the Apostle : "They that 
are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the 
affectioDs and lusts," and being fain to wear the 
armour of the Crow; upon his body, he restrained 
bia Hcnsual appetites with i$uch tttrict discipline as 
cliat he would barely lake what was necessary to 
support life. For he was wont to say that it was 
dimcult to satisfy the needs of the body without 
yielding unto the inclinations of the oenscii. 
Wherefore he would hardly, ard but iteldotn, 
allow himself cooked food when in health, and^ 
when he did allow it, he would either eprinkle it 
with ashes, or by pouring water thereupon would 
u far as jKXSible destroy its savour and taste. Of 
his drinking of wine what shall 1 say, when even 
of water he woiJd scarce drink what he needed, 
while prched with burning thirst i He was 
alway discoverinj; methods of more rigprooR 
ibtttnence, and would daily makv ^to^cwiKvOnra 
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and UAff, and albeit he had already attained the 
bodi^ summit t>f perfection, yet, like a novice, he was 
"^■Mili ^^'^^ making irial of aome new method, chaBtising 
the lusts of the flesh hy afflicting it. Howbeit, 
when he went forth abroad, he adapted himself, — 
as the Goape] biddeth, — unto them that entertained 
him, in the quality of their meats, yet only so as 
that, on his return unto his owo abode, he strictly 
observed the Hparing frugality of abatincnCe. In 
this wise he shewed himfielf harsh toward his own 
Aelf, gracious toward his neighbour, and in all 
thinga subject unto the Gospel of Christ, and did 
thus ect an enaamplc of edification, not alone by 
his abstinence, but even in what he ate. The bare 
ground for the most part serrcd as a couch unto 
his wearied body, and he would often aicep sitting, 
with a log or a stone placed under his head, and, 
clad ia one poor tunic, he served the Lord io cold 
and nakedness. 

1. Once when he was asked how in such scant 
clothing he could protect him from the bitterness 
of the winter's cold, he made anKwer in fervour of 
spirit : " If through our yeaminj^ for the heavenly 
fatherland we have been inwardly kindled by its 
tiame, wc can easily endure thie bodily cold." 
He abhorred softness in clothing, and loved harsh- 
cess, declaring that for this John the Baptist had 
been praieed by the Divine lips. In sooth, if ever 
he perceived smoothness in a tunic that was given 
hiiTi, he had it lined with email cords, for he 
would say that, according unto the Word of 
Truth, it was not in poor men's huts, but in 
Kings' houses, tliat Boftncas of raiment was to be 
sought. And he had learnt by sure experieace 
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that the devils be afeared of harditesa, but that Tempted 
by luxury and softness they be the more keenly o' •** 
incited to tempt men. """» 

Accordingly, one night when by reason of an 
infirmity in his head and eyes he hod, contrary 
onto his wont, s. pillow of jfeachera placed beneath 
hit head, the devil entered thereinto, and vexed 
him until the tnorning hour, dintracting Kim In 
divers ways from hia cxerciHe of holy prayer ; 
until, calling hi# compnniun, he made the piUuw 
and the devil withal be carried afar from the ccU. 
But as the Brother was leaving the cell, carrying 
the pillow, he lost the power and use of all his 
limbs, utitil, at the voice of the holy Father, who 
perceived this in spirit, his furroer puwctH of mind 
and body were fiilly restored unto him. 

3. Stern in discipline, Francis scood continually 
upon the watch-tower, having especial care unto 
that purity that should be maintained in both the 
ioner and the uutcr man. Wherefore, in the early 
days of his conversion, he was wont in the winter 
season to plunge into a ditch full of enow, that he 
might both utterly subdue itic foe within him, and 
might preserve his white robe of chastity from the 
fire of luet. He would maintain that It was 
beyond compare more tolerable for a spiritual man 
to bear intense cold in his body, than to feel the 
beat of carnal luat, were it but a little, in his mind. 

4. When he was at the hermitage of Sartiano, 
and had one night devoted himself unto prayer b 
his cell, the ancient enemy called him, saying 
thrice : " I'rancis, Trancif, Francis." When he 
bad cn<]utred of him what he sought, that other 
made reply to deceive him : "TVvet« w tio %vimn 
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herouteti) in the world whom God would nut spare, should 
him he turn unto Him. But whoso kiUeth himself by 
harsh penance, shall find no mercy throughout 
eternity." Forthwith the man of God perceived 
by revelation the deceits of the enemy, and how 
he had striven to render hira once more lukewarm. 
And this the following event proved. For but a 
little after this, at the instigation of him whose 
breath kindleth coals, a grievous temptation of the 
fleeh laid hold on him. When the lover of 
chastity felt its oncoming, he laid aside his habit, 
and began to scourge himself severely with a cord, 
saying ; ** Ah, brother ass, thus must thou be led, 
thus mii5t ihon submit unto the lash. The habit 
is the servant of Religion, it is a token of holiness, 
the sensual man may not steal it ; if thou art fain 
to go forth anywhither, go ! " Then, impelled 

by a marvellous fervour of spirit, he threw open 
the door of his cell, and went out into the garden, 
where, plunging his now naked body into a great 
snow-heap, he began to pile up therefrom with fiill 
hands seven mounds, the which he set before him, 
and thus addressed his outer man : " Behold, 
(saith he), this larger heap is thy wife, these 
four be two sons and two daughters, the other 
twain be a serving man and maid, that thou must 
needs have to serve thee. Now bestir thee and 
clothe them, for they be perishing with cold. 
But if manifold cares on their behalf trouble thee, 
do thou be careful to serve the one Lord." Then 
the tempter departed, routed, and the holy man 
returned unto his cell victorious, in that, by endur- 
ing the external cold in right penitent fashion, he 
had so extinguished the fire of lust within that 
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ter he felt it no whit. Now a Brother, Tempta' 
who at the time was devoting himaelf unto prayer, tions 
beheld all tht-sc things by the light of a clear °^ *''* 
shining moon. When the man of God discovered 
that he had seen these things on that night, he 
revealed unto him how chat teni[)Eation had be- 
fallen him, and bade him tell no man, so long as 
he himaelf lived, the thing that he had seen. 

5. And not only did he teach that the appe- 
tites of the body must be mortified, and its impulses 
bridled, but also that the outer senses, through the 
which death entereth into the soul, muDt be 
guarded with the utmost watchfulness. He bade 
that intimate intercourse with women, holding 
conTeme with them, nnd looking npon them-^the 
which be unto many an occasion of falling — 
should be zealously shunned, declaring that by 
lach things a weak spirit is broken, and a strong 
one ofttimca weakened. He said that one who 
held converse with women— unleRS he were of an 
especial uprightness— could as little avoid con- 
tamination therefrom as he could, in the wordu of 
Scripture, go upon hot coals and his feet not be 
burned. He himself 80 turned away his eyes 
that they might not behold \anity after this son 
that he knew the features of scarce any woman, — 
thus he once told a companion. For he thought 
it waa not safe to dwell on the appearance of their 
persons, that might cither rekindle a spark of the 
vanquished flesh, or spot the radiance of a chaste 
mind. For he maintained that converse with 
women was a vain toy, except only for confession 
or the briefest instruction, such as made Cot v>!(^^ 
tioo, and was in accord w'rth Atrcotvwcv. "■"^Nwix 
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|P. to be dealings," saith he, " should a Religious have with 

'''^°°*d, a woman, except when she seekcth, with devout 
and Elottt supp]ii;atit,n^ after holy penitence, or counsd anent 
a better life ? In overweening conhdcncc, the 
enemy is less dreaded, and tbe deril, it' so be that 
he can have a. hair of his own in a man, soon 
niakcth it wax into a beam." 

!6. He taught tbe lirothers zealously to shiui 
sloth, as the sink of all evil thoughts, shewing by 
his ersample that the rebellious and idle body 
must be subduf d by unceasing discipline and profit- 
able toil. Wherefore he would call his body 
"brother aes," as though it were meet to be loaded 
with loiUome burdens, beaten with many stripes, 
and nourished on mean fiirc. If he beheld any 
man wandering about in idleness, and fain to feed 
(HI the toil of others, he thought he ought to be 
called " brother fly," for that, doing no good him- 
self, and spoiling the good dooe by others, he 
made himself at hateful pest unto all. Where- 
fore he oftlimeB said ; "I would that my Brethren 
should labour and employ themselves, lest, being 
given up unto sloth, they should stray into sins of 
heart or tongue." He was minded that a Gospel 
silence should be observed by the Brethren, such 
as, to wit, that they should at sU times diligently 
refrain from every idle word, as those that shall 
give account thereof in the Day of Judgement, 
lint if he found any Brother prone unlo vain 
words, he would shaqily chide him, declaring a 
shamefasl sparingness of speech to be the guard of 
a pure heart, and no small virtue, seeing that death 
and life are in the ])Ower of the tongue, not ao much 
w/th regard unto taste as with regard unto speech. 
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^^ 7. But albeit he sought with alt his might to lead His com- 
ihe Brethren unto the austere life, yet the utmost P*s*ion- 
rigour of severity pleased him not,— such rigour aa jeltinp 
hath no bowels of corapasHion, nor is flaroured 
with the salt of discretion. Thus, on a certain 
night, when one of the Brethren hy reason of his 
excessive abstinence was so ttirmeDted by huujjer 
that he could take no repose, the kindly shepherd, 
perceiving the danger that threatened hie sheep, 
called the Brother, act bread before him, and, that 
he might remote any cause for his confusion of 
face, began first to eat himself, then gently bade 
him partake. The Brother, laying aside his 
■hamefastncsfl, took the food, rejoicing exceedingly 
that, through the wise kindliness of his shepherd, 
be had both escaped that bodUy peril, and had 
received no small ensample of edilication with.il. 
When morning came, and the Brethren had been 
called together, the man of God related that 
which had befallen in the night, adding the aage 
exhortation : " Be the act of love, not the food, 
an ensample unto you, my Brethren." Moreover, 
he taught them to follow discretion, as the chario- 
teer of the virtues, — not that discretion unto 
which the flctih pcrsuadcth, but that which Christ 
taoght. Whose most holy life is acknowledged to 
be the express image of perieclion. 

8. And since it is not possible for a man beset 
nth the infirmity of the flesh so perfectly to 
follow the Cruci^ed Lamb without spot as to 
escape contracting some defilement, by his own 
firm ensample he made declaration that they who 
keep watch over the perfection of iheu \\?e ww^ 
to cleaiMe tbemaelves daily wixVi ftoo&% o^ Mcftn" 
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Hu teirs For, albeit he had already attained a wondroua 
oi pern- purity of heart and body^ yet would he not ahetain 
tence from continual tloodsof tears whereby to cleanse the 
mental yision, not weighing the detriment unto his 
bodily sight. Fur when by incessant weeping he 
had sustained a very grievous injury unto the eyes, 
and the phyaician would fain have persuaded him 
to refrain from tears, if he wifihed to escape btind- 
nes8 of his bodily sight, the holy man made 
answer: "It is not meet, brother physician, that 
for the love of that light that we have in common 
with the flies, the visitation of the eternal light 
should be impaired, be it but by little. For the 
spirit did not receive the blessing of light for 
the sake of the tiesh, but the flesh for the sake of 
the spirit." He preferred rather to lose the light 
of his bodily vision than, by thwarting the devotion 
of the spirit, to check the tears whereby the inner 
eye is cleansed, that it may avail to see God. 

9. Now on a time when he was counselled by 
the physicians, and urgently importuned by the 
Brethren, to permit himaclf to be succoured by 
the remedy at a cautery, the man of God did 
hombly assent thereunto, forasmuch as he perceived 
it to be alike salutary and arduous. The surgeon, 
then, wae summoned, and, having come, laid his 
iron instrument in the fire to prepare for the 
cautery. Then the servant of Christ,— consoling 
his body that at the sight shuddered io fear,— 
began to address the fire as a friend, saying : " My 
brother fire, the Most High hath created thee 
beyond all other creatures mighty in thine enviable 
glory, fair, and usefid. Be thou clemeiit unto me 
ia this hour, and courteous. I beseech the great 
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Lord, Who created thee, that He temper thy Fire and 
heat unto me, 90 thai I may be able to bear thy water 
gentle burning." His prayer ended, he made th<* •'"^ ^"" 
sign of the Cross over the iron instrument, that 
wu glowing at white heat from the fire, and then 
waited fearlessly. The hissing iron was impressed 
on the teoder tiesh, and the cautery drawo from 
the car unto the eyebrow. How much suffering 
the fire caused him, the holy mar himself told : 
"Praise the Moat High," saith he unto the 
Brethren, *'for that of a truth I say unto you, I 
frit neither the heat of the fire, nor any pain in 
my rteah." And, turning urlo the eurgeon, ** If," 
saith he, "the cautery be not wcil made, mipress 
it again." The surgeoa, finding such mighty 
Titour of spirit in his frail body, marvelled, and 
exalted this divine miracle, saying; "I tell ye. 
Brethren, I have seen strange things to-day." 
For, by reason that Francis had attained unto 
such purity that his l^esh was in harmony with his 
fpirit, and his spirit with God, in marvcUous 
agreement, it was ordained by the divine ruling 
that the creature that scr^eth its Maker should be 
wondrously subject unto his will and comjnand. 

10. At another time, when the servant of God 
waa afiUctcd by a very grievous sickness, at the 
ItemiHage of Saint Urban, and, feeling his strength 
failing, had asked for a draught of wine, answer 
was made him that there was no wine there that 
could be brought unto him ; whereupon he bade 
that water should be brought, and, when brought, 
he biased it, making the sign of the Cross over it. 
At once that which had been yurc "«a\M Vtttww 
ejtceJJeot wine^ and that which the ^'stivj cS "Ons. 
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sob.ce 

him 



lonely place couid not provide was obtained by 
the purity of the holy man. Tasting thereof, he 
forthwith HO easily recovered his strength ajt that 
ihe new flavour and the renewed health, by the 
sense of taste and by the miracle renewing him 
that tasted, attested, with twofold witness* his 
perfect laying aside of the old man and putting on 
of the new. 

II. Nor did created things alone obey the 
flcrrajit of God at his beck, buit crerywherc the 
very providence of the Creator stooped unto his 
good pleasure. Thus, on a time when his body 
was weighed down by the sufFeriiig of many in- 
lirmities together, he had a yearning for some 
tunefixl sound that might incite him unto gladness 
of Bpirit, yet discreet decorum would not allow 
this to be rendered by human agency, — then 
the Angele gave their services to (\ilfil the good 
pleasure of the holy man. Por one night while 
he was wakeful, and meditating on the Lord, on a 
sudden was heard the sound of a lyre of wondrous 
harmony and sweetest tune. No oae was to be 
Been, but the coming and gMng of a lyrist was 
betokened by the volume of sound, now here, now 
there. With his mind uplifted unto God, he en- 
joyed such sweetnctiy from that melodious strain as 
that he thought him to have exchanged this world 
for another. Thi« was not hidden from the 
Brethren th-nt were his close companions, who oft- 
times perceived, by assured tokens, that he was 
viaited of the Lord with such exceeding and con- 
tinual consolations as that he could not utterly 
hide them. 

12. On another time, while the man of God, 
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with a Brother for companion, was making his Light in 
way to preach between Lombardy and the March darknesi 
of Treviso, and was oigh the Po, ihe shadowy 
darkness of night surprised them. And since 
their way was bc«cc by many and great dangers 
by reasou of the darkness, the river, and the 
marshes, his companion said unto the holy man : 
"Pray, Father, that we be dehvered from instant 
peril." Unto whom the man of God made 
answer with great confidence : " God is able, if it 
be His sweet will, 10 put to flight the thick dark- 
ness, and to grant m the bleasing of light." Scarce 
had he ended his speech ere, lo ! such a great 
light began to shine around them with heavenly 
radiance that, while for others it was dark night, 
they ctJuld see in the clear light not their road 
only, but many things round about. By the lead' 
iog of this light they were guided in body and 
consoled in spiril, until they arrived safely, singing 
divine hymns and lauds, at their place of lodging 
that was some long way distant. Consider how 
wondrous was tlic purity of this man, how great 
his meritft, that at hifl beck the (ire nhoutd 
temper its heat, water ahould change its flavour, 
angelic music should alford him solace, and light 
from heaven leading ; thus it was evident that the 
whole frame of the world was obedient unto the 
cooaecrated senses of the holy man. 
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CHAPTER VI 



or HIS HVMCLITY AND OBEDIENCE 

AND or THE DIVJNE CONDESCtNSlONS SHEWN UNTO 

HIM AT WIU. 

Humility !■ HumiuTY» the guardian and glory of all 

^: virtitM, abuunded in rich fiilciefis in the nun of 

^M God. In hiR own catimntioD, he was naught but 

^m a sinner, whereas in very truth he was the mirror 

^M and brightnc^y v( all saintlineas. In humility he 

^1 strove lo huild himself up, as a wise masterbuilder 

^1 laying the foundation that he had learnt of Christ. 

^m He would say that for this end the Son of God 

^M had conic down from the heights, and from Hia 

^M Fathcr'ii bouom, unto our mean estate, to wit, that 

^B both by ensample and precept our Lord and 

^1 Master might teach humility. Wherefore Francis, 

^M as a disciple of Christy strove ever lo make him- 

^M Hclf of nu cHteem in his own and other men's eyes, 

^m mindful of that Haying of the greate&t Teachicr : 

^M " That which is highly eRteemcd among men i» 

^m abomination in the sight of God." This too he 

^M was wont to say , " A man's worth is what he is 

^M in the sight of God, and no more." Accordingly, 

^H he deemed it a fool's part tu be uplifted by the 

^M Applause of the world, but he rejoiced in railinge, 

^M and was saddened by praifse. He would liefer 

^M hear himself reviled than praised, Itoowing that 

^V reviling loidcth unto amendment, while praise im- 
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^Hbdleth toward a fall. Wherefore ofttimes when H^ 
rblk exalted rhe merits of hia saintlinewi, he would ob?;™'*' 
bid unc of the Brethren offer bim a cootrast, by '^"" 
pouring cooieraptuous words into his eare. And 
whm that Brother, albeit against his will, called 
him a lout and an hireling, one uDskilled and un- 
profitable, he would, rejoice in spirit and in 
countenance alike, and wouEd make answer : "The 
Lord bless thee, dearest son, for thou hast Bpokm 
words most true, and such as it becometh the son 

^■(tf Peter Bcmardone to he,ir." 

^P t. Now that be might make himself contemned 
of others, he spared not his shamefaiitiiess, but in 
preaclung before the whole folk laid bare hi« 
failings. It befell once that, while weighed 
down by sicknciis, he had Home little relax<.-d the 
sCrictneM of his abstinence, with the intent of 
refining his health. But when that he had 
recovered hts bodily strength, this true despiwrr 

^■Of (iclf waR inspired to rebuke his own flc»h. 

^B** Ii is not fitting," saith he, " that the folk 
■hould believe me to observe abstinence while 
that I, on the contiary, do refresh my body in 
secret." Accordingly, he arose, kindled with 
ihe spirit of holy humility, and, calling the folk 
together in an open space of the city of Aasisi, he, 
together with many Bretlireu that he had brought 
with him, made a solemn cnirance into the 
Cathedral Church, and then, with a rope tied 
rouDd his neck, and naked save for hin breeches, 
bade them drag him in the sight of all unto the 
stOQC whereupon criminals were wont to be eet for 
puDiAhtneat. Mounting it, albeit he wae ^u.&^ut^^ 
froni tjuanan /ever and weakness, aivA. >i\e waaoft, 
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bitterly cold, he preached with much power 
' of spirit, and, while all gave ear, declared that he 
ought Dot to be honoured as a spiritual man, but 
that rather he ought to be despised of ^1 as a 
fleshly glutton. Then they that were present 
and beheld this amazing eight, marvelled, and, 
for that they had long known his austerities, 
were devoutly pricked to the heart, exclainung 
that humility alter this sort w«e easier admired 
than imitated. Yet, albeit this seenied rather 
like unto the prodigy foretold of the prophet 
than an en&ample, it set forth a pattern of perfect 
humility, whereby the follower of Christ was 
taught that he ought to despise the vaunting of 
I transient praise, and restrain tbe pomp of 
ffwelling pride, and refute the lies of a deceitfiil 
Mmblance. 

3. Many things after tbi^ sort he ofttimes dtd, 
th&t outwardly he might become as it were a 
vessel that perisheth, while inwardly he possessed 
the spirit of sanctifi cation. He sought to hide in 
the secret places of his heart the favours of his 
Lord, loth to reveal them and so gain praise, 
that might be an occision of falling. Ofttimes, 
when he was glorified of many, he would speak 
after this wine : " I may yet have sons and 
daughters, praise me not as one that is 6s£e. 
No man should be praised before that his end 
be known." This unto them that praised him, 
unto himBclf this : " Had the Most High shewn 
such favours unto a robber, he would have been 
better pleasing than thou, Francis." Ofitimes he 
would eay unto the Brethren : " Concerning all 
that a sinner can do, none aught to Batter himself 
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with undeserved praiae. A sinner, (he siith), can 
fast, pray, lament, and mortify his own body, — 
this one thmg he csDnot do, to wit, be faithful 
unto his Lord. In this, then, we may glory, if 
we render unto the Lord the glory that is His 
due, and if, while serving him faithfully, we 
ancribc unto Hiui whatsoever He giveth." 

4.. Now this Gospel merchant, — that he might 
in many ways make proiit, aiid make the whole 
time that now is be turned into merit, — ^was fain 
aot so much to be set in authority as to be set 
under authority, not so much to command aa to 
obey. Wherefore, givirg up his ofiice unto the 
Minister General, he sought a Warden, unto 
whose will he might submit him in all things. 
For he maintained that the fruit of holy 
obedience was 80 rich as that they who placed 
their necks under her yoke spent no portion of 
their time without profit ; wherefore he was ever 
wont to promise and to render obedience unto the 
Brother that was tits companion. He said once 
unto his companions: "Among other gifts that 
the divine goodness hath deigned to bestow upon 
me, it hath conferred this grace, that I would as 
hecdfully obey the novice of an hour, were he 
appointed unto mc for Warden, as I would the 
oldest and wisest Brother. The subordinate, 
{saitb be), ought to regaid him that is set in 
authority over him not as a man, but as Him 
for love of Whom he doth make himself subject. 
And the more despicable is he that commandeth, 
the more acceptable is the humility of him that 
obeyeth." 

When oDce it was encjuired of him what man 
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le should be evteemed truly obedient, he set before 

/AC them as an msamnle the simihtude of a dead 

/^^ body. " Lift up, saith he, "a dead body, and 

' place it where thou wilt. Thou shalt sec it will 

not murmur at being moved, it will not coiuplaiD 

of where it is set, it will not cry out if left there. 

If it be aet io a lofiy seat, it will look not up, but 

down. If it be cliid in purple, it but redoubleth 

its pallor. This, (saith he), is the truly obedient 

man, who reasoncth not why he is moved, who 

carcth not where he be platcj, who urgcth not 

that he Bhould be transferred ; who, when set in 

authority, preserveth his wonted humility, and the 

more he le honoured, coDsidcreth himself the 

more unworthy." 

5. He said once unto his companion : ** I 
esteem not myself to be a Brother Minor unless 
^_ I be in the state that I shall describe onto thee. 

^H Lo now, I suppoee me to be one set in authority 

^H over the Brctlucn ; I go unto the Chapter, I 

^H preach unto the Brethren and exhort them, and 

^H at the end they speak against me, saying : ** Thou 

^H mislikest us, for that thou art unlettered, slow of 

^H speech, a fool, and simple," and thus I am cast 

^H forth with reviling, little cstci-mcd uf all. I tell 

^H thee, — unless I can hear such words with un- 

^H changed countenance, with unchanged gladness 

^H of spirit and unchanged holy intent, — I am 

^H Tainly called a Brother Minor." And he added, 

^H "Id exalted place there is the fear of fall, in 

^H praises a precipice, in the humility of a submissive 

^P spirit there is profit. Why then do we look for 

^H perils rather than profits, when we have had time 

^^L bestowed on lu that we may make profit therein?" 
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From this same reason of humility, Prands The trn* 
was nimded that hie Brethren should be called by Brother 
the name of Minors, and that the rulers of his ""■***■ 
Order should be called Ministers, that thus he 
might employ the very words of the Gospel that 
be bad vowed to observe, and that his followers 
might learn from their very name that they had 
Come to learn humility in the school of the humble 
Christ. For that Teacher of humility, Christ 
Jesn&, when He would teach His disciples what 
was perfect humility, said : " WhosocYcr will be 
great among you, let him be your miniater ; and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be 
your servant." 

When therefore the lord Bishop of Ostia, the 
protector and chief helper of the Order of Brothers 
Minor, (he that afterward, as the holy man had 
foretold, was raised unto the dignity of the Supreme 
Pontilicate, under the name of Gregory the 

inth), enquired of him whether it would be 
his will for his Brethren to be promoted tinto high 
|flaccs in the Church, he made answer : ^ Lord, 

y Brethren be called Minors with this very 
intent, that they may not arrogate unto themselves 
to be called greater. If thou art fain, (saith he), 
that they should bear fruit in the Chiu-ch of God, 
maintain and keep them in the state of thnr call- 
iDg, and in no wise sufTer them to rise uDto ruler- 
thip in the Church." 

6. Now since in himaelf as well as in them 
t obey he set humility before all honoun, God, 
'Who loveth the humble, deemed him worthy of 
iolticr heights, as a vision sent from heaven made 
evident unto a Brother that was of an especial 
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The holiness and dcvoutDesv. Fur he had been in the 
throne in company of the inan of God, and, together with 
Beftveo him, had been praying with fervour of spirit in a 
certain deserted church, when, falling into an 
ecstasy, he beheld among many seats in heaven 
one that was more honourable than the rcat, 
ndorned with precioua stones, and shining with 
utmost splendour. Marvelling within himself at 
the splendour of thin exalted throne, he began to 
consider with anxiouA thought who should be 
deemed wonhy to sit thereon. Then, aa he con- 
sidered, he heard a voice saying unto him : "This 
seat pertained onto one of the fallen Angels, and 
is now kept for the humble Francis." At length, 
when the Brother had come back unto himself 
from that trance of prayer, he followed the holy 
man aa he went forth, as was hia wont. And as 
they walked by the way, conversing of God each 
in turn, that Brother, not unruindful of bis vision, 
enquired of him discreetly what he thought of 
himself. And the humble servant of Christ 
answered him : " I think myself the chief of 
sinners." When the Brother said Id oppocution 
that he could not, with a sound conscience, say 
or feel this, Francis added : " If any man, how- 
mcvec guilty, had received such mercy from 
Chiiat as I, I verily think he would have been 
far mare acceptable unto God than I." Then, 
by the hearing of such marvellous humility, the 
Brother w.i8 assured of the truth of the \ision 
that had been shewn him, knowing by the witness 
of the Holy Gospel that the truly humble shall be 
exalted unto that excellent glory whcrefrom the 
proud is cast down. 
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^^ 7. On another tbne, when that he waEi praying Ofcertain 
m a deserted churcli in the province of Massa, rehca 
nigh Monte Casak', he tearnt through the Spirit 
that certain holy relics had been deposited there. 
Pcrcming with sorrow that for a long time past 
they had been deprived of the reverence due unto 
them, he bade the Brethren bring them unto 
the place, with all honour. But when, need aris- 
ing, he had dej>arted from them, his sons were 
forgetful of their Father's behest, and neglected 
the merit of obedience. Then an a day, when 
they were fain to celebrate the holy mysteries 
and the upper covering of the altar was removed^ 
they found, not without amazement, some bones 
right fair and fragrant, beholding the relics that 
the power of God, not men's hands, had brought 
thither. Returning shortly after, the man devoted 
unto God began to make diligent enquiry whether 
his behefit concerning the relics had been carried 
out. The Brethren humbly confessed their sin 
of neglected obedience, and gained pardon, with 
an uward of jtenance. And the holy man said : 
"Blessed be the Lord my God, Who Himself 
hath fulfdled that which ye ought to have done." 
Consider hecdfully the care of the divine proYi- 
deace for our dusl, and weigh the goodness of 
the humble Krancia, that did excel in the eight 
of God. For when nian obeyed not his bidding, 
God fiiltilled his desires. 

S. Coming on a time unto f mola, he approached 
the Bishop of the city, and humbly besought him 
that, with his Hanction, he might call the jteople 
together to preach unto them. The Binhop 
answered him harshly, saying: **It sufliceth, 
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The Brother, thai I myself preach unto my people.** 
''*^^-?/ Francis, in hih trxie humility, bowed hti head, and 
went forth ; howbctt, after a shurt space^ he re- 
ttimed into the house. When the Bishop, as one 
in wrath, asked of him what he meant by coming 
againi he replied, with humility alike of heart and 
voire, " Lord, if a father drive his son forth by 
one door, he must enter again by another." Van- 
tjutshed by his humiliity, the Bishop embraced him 
with eager mien, saying : "Thou and all thy 
Brethren shall from henceforward have a general 
license to preach throughout my diocese, for thit 
thy holy humility hath earned." 

9. It befell oncc that he came unto Arezzo at 
a time when the whole city was shaken by a civil 
war that threatened its speedy niin. As. he was 
lodging in the outskirts of the city, he beheld the 
demons exulting above it, and inflaming the angry 
citizens unto mutual slaughter. Then, that he 
might put to flight those powers of the air that 
were stirring up the strife, he sent forward as his 
herald Brother Silvester, a man of dovelike 
simplicity, saying : '* Go out before the city 
gate, and, on behalf of God Almighty, command 
the demons in the power of obedience to depart 
with all speed." The Brother, in hia true obedi- 
ence, hastened to perform his Father's behests, 
and, coming before the presence of the Lord with 
thanksgiving, began to cry with a loud voice 
before the city gate : " On behalf of God Al- 
mighty, and at the bidding of Hie servant Francis, 
depart far from hence, all ye demons ! " At 
Oncc the city was restored unto a jtate of peace, 
and ail the citucns peacefully and c^delly began 
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U) fashion anew their civil laws. Thus when the Oeinoni 
[raging arrogance of the demons had been driven P"* to 
[out, that had held the city as it were in a staie of "^^ 
siege, the wisdoni uf the poor, to wit, the humility 
of Francis, came urto Us aid, and restored pc-acc, 
and saved the city. For hy the merit of the 
dillicuh virtue of humble obedience, he obtained 
BO poweriiil an authority over those rebeHious and 
insolent spirits as that be could restrain their tierce 
•rrogancc, and put to flight their lawless molestation. 

^lo. The proud demons ilec before the lofty 
Tirtucs of the humble, save when at times the 
divine mercy pcrniitteth them to buffet them that 
humility may Ix; preserved, even as the Apostle 
Paul writcth concerning himself, and as Francis 
learnt by experience. For when the lord Car- 
dinal of Sia. Croce, Lea, did invite him to tarry 
fw a while with him in Rome, he humbly agreed 
thereunto, for the reverence and love that he bore 
him. When on the first night, his prayers ended, 
be was fain to sleep, the demons rose up against 
the soldier of Christ, cruelly attacking him, and, 
when they had beaten him long and sorely, at the 
list left him as It were half dead. On their 
departure, the man of God called hifi companion, 
and when he came, related unto him the whole 
atTair, adding : *' I believe, Brother, that the 
demons, who can avail naught save in so far as 
the divine providence permitccth them, have now 
artitnl me thus furiously because that my lodging 
in the palaces of the great atfordeth no good en- 
sample. My Brethren that sojourn in poor licUc 
abodes, when they hear that I lodge wtth CardinolA, 
will perchance surmise that I am Wvu^ «Awv^J*A. 
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Mercy in worldly affairs, that I vm carried away by 
toward honours paid nic, and that I am abounding in 
P*"'**"^ luxuries. Wherefore I deem it better that he 
who is set for an enBample should nhun palaces, 
and should walk humbly among the humble in 
humble abodes, that ht? may make those that bear 
poverty strong, by himself bearing the like." At 
morn, then, they came and, humbly excusing 
themeelres, took farewell of the Cardinal- 

1 1. The holy man did in truth loathe pride, — 
die root of all evils, — and disobedience, its most 
evil ofi^ring, yet none the leas be would alway 
receive the humility of the penicem. It befell 
once that a. certain Brother was brought unto him 
who had transgressed against the rule of obedience, 
and deserved correction by a just discipline. But 
the man of God, perceiving by manifest tokens 
that that Brother was truly contrite, waa moved 
by his love of humility to spare him. Howbeit, 
that the easinees of gaining pardon should not be a 
pretext unto others fur wrongdoing, he bade that 
his hood should be taken from tliat Brother, and 
cast into the midst of the flames, that all might 
take note by what grave punishment sins of die- 
obedience were to be chastised. When the hood 
bad lain for some time in the midet of the fire, he 
bade that it should be withdrawn from the tlames, 
and restored unto the Brother that was humbly 
prniteni. Marvellous id relate, the hood,, when 
withdrawn from the midst of the flames, shewed 
no trace of burning. Thus it came to pass that, 
through this one miracle, God commended both 
the Tirtuc of the holy man, and the humility of 
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Thus the humility of Francia is meet to be The 

that ever on earth gained such wondrous power of 
as that G(jd cojidt-sccnded unlo his dtsires, "'•'""''? 
and changed the feclioga of" men, drove forth the 
arrogance of demons at his bidding, and by a mere 
gesture bridled the ravenous flatnen. Verily, this 
humility it is that exalteth them that possess it, 
and that, while paying reapect unto all, from all 
nincth honour. 
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CHAPTER VII 



or HIS LOVE FOR POVERTY, AND Of THE WONDitOUS 
SUPPLYING OF Hia HltDS 

The 1. Amowg other gifts of graces that Francis 

Lady had received from the bounteous Givef, he merited 

overty ^^ abound, as by an especial prerogative all his 

own, in the riches of simplicity, through his lore 

of Bublimcst Poverty. The holy man regarded 

Poverty as the familiar friend of the Son of God, 

and as one now rejected by the whnle world, and 

was zealous to espouse her with such a constant 

affection as that not only did he leave father and 

mother for her sake, but he did even part with all 

that might have been his. For none was ever 

90 greedy of gold as he of povertj-, nor did any 

man ever guard treasure more anxiously than he 

this Gospel pearl. One thing more than aught 

ebe was displeasing in his eyes, to wit, if he 

I beheld aught in the Brethren that was not wholly 

in accord with poverty. He himself, verily, from 

I his entrance into the Religion until his death was 

I content with, and counted himself rich with, a 

tunic, a cord, and breeches. Ofttinies with tears 

, he would recall unto mind the poverty of Christ 

I Jesus, and of His Mother, declaring Poverty to be 

I the queen of virtues inasmuch as she shone forth 

[ thus excellently in the King of Kings and in the 

[ Queen His Mother. And when the Brethren in 
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council asked of him which nrcue would render a Her ei^ 
man moet pleasing unto Christ, he answered, as ceHenc«l 
though laying bare the secret thought of his heart, 
** Ye know. Brethren, that poverty is an especial 
way of salTation, being as it were the food of 
humility, and the root of perfecdun, and her fruits 
are manifold, albeit hidden. For poverty is that 
treasure hid in a field of the Gosjiel, which to buy 
a man would sell all that he hath, and the things 
that cannot be sold arc to be despised in com- 
parison therewith." 

2. He also said, '* He that would attain this 
height must Deeds in all yirajs renounce, not alone 
the wisdom of the world, but even knowledge of 
lettera, so that, dispossessed of auch an inheritance, 
be may go in the strength oj the Lord, and give 
himself up naked into the arms of the Crucified. 
For in rain doth he utterly renounce the world 

who krepcth in the secret places of his heart a 
Bhrine for his own senses. * Olttimes indeed 
would he discourse of poverty, impressing on the 
iJrethren Uiat aaying of the Gospel, "The foxes 
lave holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay Hia 
Head." Wherefore he would teach the Brethren 
that, after the fa.^hion of the poor, they should 
build poor little houjies, wherein they should dwell, 
not aa their owners, hut ad pilgrims and strangers 
dwelt in oUier men's houses. For he Raid thai 
the rules of pilgrims wt^rc to abide under a strange 
roof^ to thirst for their fatherland, and to pass on 
their way in peace. More tliaa once, he bade 
bouses that had been built be pulled down, or tt* 
Brethren remored thence, if he sa.w Vq \Wrcv 'ui^o. 
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Poreity that by rewos of ownership or of □Mgnifictmce 
the fotiD- was oppowd unto G«^ieJ porctty. Poreny he 
dation declared to be the foondatiaD of h« Older. at»d, 
with this first laid as a basis, he said the whole 
edifice of the Religion would so rest upon it as 
that, while it stood 6nn, the Religioo stood firm ; 
were it overthrown, that other likewise would be 
overthrown from the foundations. 

3. Funhermore, he taught, as he had learnt by 
revelation, that the entrance into holy Religion 
must be cnadc through that saying of the Gospel : 
** If thuu wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou 
hMt, and give to the poor" ; and accordingly he 
would admit none into the Order that had not 
dispossessed themselves, keeping absolutely naught 
back, both because of the saying of the Holy 
Go«pel,and that there might be no treasure-chests 
laid up to cause scandal. Thus, when a certain 
man, in the March of Ancona, sought to be 
received into the Order, the true patriarch of the 
poor made answer : " If thou art fain to be joined 
unto the pool of Christ, part thy goods among 
the poor of this world." Hearing this, ihe man 
arose, and, led by carnal atfeciion, becjueathed his 
gotxls unto his own kin, and naught unto the 
poor. But when the holy man heard of this from 
his own mouth, he chid him with stern reproofe, 
saying : ** Go thy way, brother fly, for Thou hast 
not yet gotten thee out from thy kindred ard 
from thy father's house. Thou hast given thy 
goods unto thy kin, and hast cheated the poor, 
thou art not meet fur the holy poor. Thou hast 
begun in the flesh, and hast laid but a shaking 
/bundation tor a spiritual edifice." Then that 
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carnal man retcmcd unto his kin, and sought again Poverty 
his goods, the which he was not minded to be- "t ■^ 
queath unio the poor ; thus quickly he abaodoned ^***'* 
his virtuous intent. 

4. At another time, there was in the place of 
Saint Mary of the Little Portion such scarcity as 
that they could not provide for the guest Brethren 
Bs their needs demanded. Accordingly, his Vicar 
went untu the man of God, pleading the destitu- 
tion of the Brethren, and begging that he would 
permit some portion of the novices' goods to be 
retained on their entrance, so that the Brethren 
might resort thereunto for their expenditure in 
times of need. Unto whom Francis, inittnicted 
in the heavenly couniiels, made reply: " Far be it 
from us, dearest Brother, to act wickedly against 
the Rule for the sake of any man wlioniBoever. 

I had liefer that thou should^i strip the altar of the 

gloriou!) Virgin, when uur need demandeth it, than 
chat thou Ehouldst attempt aught, be it but a. little 
thing, against our tow of poverty and the observ- 
ance of the Gospel. For the Blessed Virgin 
would he better pleased thiit her altar should he 
despoiled, and the cojtisel of the Holy Gospel 
perfectly fullilled, than that her altar should be 
tdonied, and the counsel given by her Son set 
aside." 

<;. When on a time the man of God was pass- 
ing, with a companion, through Apulia, and was 
nigh unto Bari, he found in the road a great purse, 
swelling as though full of coins, such as in the 
oaniDoa speech U called funda. The poor man 
of Christ was exhorted, .-ind earnestly besought, bv 
his companion, to lift the pune (tonv i)n£ ^^:i>uA^ 





r 



70 



LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS 



PoTCrty ihai by reason of ownership or of magnificence 
the fouu- was opposed unto Gospel poverty. Poyerty he 
declared to be ihc foundatioD of lus Order, and, 
with this first laid as a bssis, he said the whole 
edifice of the Religion would so rest upon it as 
thatr while it stood firm, the Religion stood firm ; 
were it overthrown, that other likewiae would be 
overthrown from the foundations. 

J. Furthermore, he taught, as he had Icamt by 
revelation, that the entrnncr into holy Religion 
must be made through that saying of the Gospel : 
" If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou 
hast, and give to the poor" j and accordingly he 
would ndmit none into the Order that had not 
dispossessed themselves, keeping absolutely naught 
back, both because of the saying of the Holy 
Gospel, and that there might be no treasure-chests 
Uid up to cause scandal. Thus, when a certain 
man, in the March of Ancona, sought to be 
received into the Order, the true patriarch of the 
poor made answer : " If thou art fain to be joined 
unto the poor of Christ, part thy goods among 
the poor of this world." Hearing this, the man 
arose, and, led by camai affection, bequepthed his 
goods unto his own kin, and naught unto the 
poor. But when the holy man heard of this from 
his own mouth, he chid him with stern reproofs, 
saying : " Go thy way, brother fly, for thou haat 
not yet gotten thee out from thy kindred and 
from thy father's house. Thou hast given 
goods unto thy kin, and hast cheated the poot] 
thoo art not meet for the holy poor. Thou 
begun in the lleeh, and has^ ' 
foundation for a spiritual 
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^■camal man returned unto his kin, and sought again Porartr . 
bU goods, the which he was not minded to be- st "U 
queath unto tbe ])oor ; thus quickly he abandoned ^*'*" 
his virtuous intent. 

4. At another time, there was io the place of 
SaiDt Mary of the Little Portion such scarcity ay 
that they cou!d not provide for the guest Brethren 
as their needs demanded. Accordingly, his Vicar 
went unto the man of God, pleading the destitu- 
tion of the Brethren, and begging that he would 
permit lome portion of the novices* goods to be 
retained on their entrance, bq that the Brethren 
might reso:t thereunto for their cxjienditure in 
times of need. Unto whom Fnincis, instructed 
in the hearenly counsels, made reply : " Far be it 
from us, dearest Brother, to act wickedly against 
the Rule for the sake of any man whomsoever. 

I I had liefer that thou shouidst strip the altar of the 

^Hglnrious Virgin, when our need demandcth it, than 
^■tiiat thou shouidst attempt aught, be it but a little 
thing, against our vow of poverty and the observ- 
ance of the Gospel. For the Blesgcd Virgin 
would be better pleased that her altar should be 
detpoiled, and the counsel of the Holy Goflpel 
perfectly fulfilled, than that her altar should be 
adorned, and the cuunsel given by her Son »et 
aside." 

5. When on a time the man of God was pass- 
ing, with a companion, through Apulia, and was 
lijf^lHttu Bari, he found in the road a great purse, 
*" ^ though full of coins, such as in the 

'■it is called funda. The jjotir man 
irted, and earnestly besought, by 
the purfte fTotn Oje ^cras<KL, 
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Poverty that by reason of ownership or of magcificeDoe 
the fouQ- w.ifl opposed unto Gospel poverty. Poverty he 
danon (ji^lared m \^ the foundation of his Order, and, 
with this firit laid as a basis, he said the whole 
edifice of the Rdigion would so rest upon it as 
that, while it stood 5:m, the Religiua stood firm ; 
were it overthrown, that other likewise would be 
overthrown from the foundations. 

3. Furthermore, he taught, as he had learnt by 
revelation, that the entrance into holy Religion 
must be made through that saying of the Gospel : 
" If thou wilt be perfect, go and &ell that thou 
hast, and give to the poor" ; and accordingly he 
would admit none into the Order that had not 
disposaeased themselves, keeping absolutely naught 
back, both because of the saying of the Holy 
GrkiwI, and that there might be ro treagure-H^heats 

laid up to cause acandal. Thus, when a certain 
man, in the March of Ancona, sought to be 
received into the Order, the ime patriarch of ihc 
poor made answer ; " If thou art fain to be joined 
unto the poor of Christ, part thy goods among 
the poor of this world." Hearing this, the man 
arose, and, led by carnal affection, bequeathed his 
goods unto his own kin, and naught unto the 
poor. But when the holy man heard of this from 
bis own mouth, he chid him with etem reprooft, 
saying : " Go thy way, brother fly, for tht)u hast 
not yet gotten thee out from thy kindred and 
from thy iather's house. Thnu hast given thy 
goods unto thy kin, and hast cheated the poor, 
thou art not meet for the holy poor. Thou hast 
begun in the flesh, and hast laid but a shakinp 
/biaidatioii for a spiritoai edifice." Then r 
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carnal man retamed unto his kin, and sought again Povertj 
hb goodn, the which he was noc minded to be- ■* *1* 
queath unto ihtr poor ; thus tjuickly he abandoned ^"sts 
bia virtuous intent. 

4. At another time, there was in the place of 
Saint Mary of the Little Portion such scarcity aa 
that they could not provide for the guest Brethren 
Bs their needs demanded. Accordingly, his Vicar 
vent unto the man of God, pleading the destitu- 
tion of the Brethren, and begging that he wouJd 
perrnic aome portion of the novices' goods to be 
retained on their entrance, so that the Brethren 
might resort thereunto for their expenditure in 
times of need. Unio whom Francif;, instructed 
in the heavenly counsels, made reply : " Far be it 
from QB, dearest Brother, to act wickedly against 
the Rule for the sake of any man whomsoever. 
I had liefer that thou shouldst strip the aitar of the 
glorious Virgin, when our need demandeth it, than 
that thou shouldst attempt aught, be it but a litde 
thing, against our tow of poverty and the ubacrv- 
Bnce of the Gospel. Fur the Blessed Virgin 
would be better pleased that her altar should be 
despoiled, and the counsel of the Holy Gospel 
perfectly fiiltilled, than that her altar should be 
adorned, and the counsel given by her Sun set 
aside." 

^. When on a time the man of God was pass- 
ing, with a companion, through Apulia, and wat 
nigh unto Bari, he found in the road a great purtte, 
sweUing as though full of coins, such as in the 
rccli is called fundn. The poor man 
ti exhorted, and earnestly besought, by 
, to lift the purse frotvi t.V\c ^twmA, 
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Pover^ that by reason of ownership or of magnificence 
the foun- wag opposed unto Gospel poverty. Poverty he 
dation declared to be the foundation of his Order, and, 
with thitt first laid as a basis, he said the whole 
ediGcc of the Religion would so rest upon It as 
that, while it stood firm, the Religion stood firm ; 
were it overthrown, that other likewise would be 
overthrown from the toundaiions. 

3. Furthermore, he taught, aa he had learnt by 
revelation, that the entrance into holy Religion 
must be made thrtnigh that, eaying of the Gospel ; 
" If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou 
hast, and give to tlic poor" ; and accordingly he 
would admit none into the Order that had not 
dispossessed themselves, keeping absolutely naught 
back, both because of the saying of the Holy 
Gospel, and that there might be no treasure-chests 
laid up to cause scandal. Thus, when a certain 
man, in the March of Ancona, sought to be 
received into the Order, the true patriarch of the 
poor made answer : " If thou art fain to be joined 
unto the poor of Christ, part thy goods among 
the poor of this world." Hearing this, the man 
arose, and, led by carnal affection, bequeathed hia 
goods unto his own kin, and naught unto the 
poor. But when the holy man heard of this from 
hia own mouth, he chid him with stem reproofs, 
saying : " Go thy way, brother fly, for thou hast 
not yet gotten thee out from thy kindred and 
from thy father's house. Thou hast given thy 
goodfl unto thy kin, and hast cheated the poor, 
thou art not meet for the holy poor. Thou hast 
begun in the 6esh, and ha^st laid but a shaking 
/oundatioD foT a spiritual edifice." Then that 
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carnal man returned unto his kin, and sought again Porerty 
hw goods, the which he was nni minded to be- at all 
queath unto the poor ; thus quickly he abandoned ^°^*^ 
his virtuous intent. 

4. At another lime, there was in the place of 
Saint Mary of the L.ittic Portion such scarcity an 
that they could not provide for the guest Brethren 
as their needs demanded. Accordingly, his Vicar 
went unto the man of God, pleading the deatitu- 
^tion of the Brethren, aod begging that he would 
prrniit some portiun of the novices' goods to be 
retained on their entrance, so that the Brethren 
might resort thereunto for their expenditure in 
times of need. Unto whom Francis, Instructed 
in the heavenly counsels, made reply : " Par be it 
from us, dearest liroiher, to act wickedly against 
jjhc Rule for the sake of any man whomsoever. 
I had liefer that thau shouldst strip the altar of the 
glorious Virgin, when our need dcmandcth it, than 
that thou shouldst attempt aught, be it but a little 
thing, against our vow of poverty and the obiierv- 
ance of the Gospel. For the Blessed Virgin 
woold be better pleased that her altar should be 
<lcspoilcd, and the counsel of the Holy Gospel 
perfectly fulfilled, than that her altar should iie 
adorned, and the counsel given by her Son set 
a«de." 

5. When on a time the man of God was pass- 
ing, with a companion, through Apulia, and was 
nigh unto Bari, he found in the road a great purse, 
swelling as though full of coins, such as In the 
common speech is called funda. The poor man 
of Christ was exhorted, and cwtiestly besought, by 
his coaipanioD, to liit the pur%e (lotn v\\e ^wv^. 
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The and distribute the money among the poor. But 
aoore of the man of God refused, declaring that there was 
the purse ^^^^ devilish cuntrivance in the purse that they 
had found, aod that what the Brother was pro- 
pohing was no good deed but a sin, to wit, taking 
goods not their own and giving them away. They 
left the spot, and hastened to complete the journey 
on which they had entered. Howbcit, thai Brother 
would not hold his peace, deceived by an empty 
piety, but Btiil vexed the maa of God, as thoogh 
he were one who cared naught for reliering the 
destitution of the poor. At length the gentle 
Francis cansKited to return unto the spot, not to 
fulfil the desire of the Brother, but to unmask the 
wileji of the dei'il. Accordingly, returning where 
the purse lay, with the Brother and with a youth 
who was on the road, he first prayed, and then 
bade his companion take it up. The Brother 
trembled and was adread, now presaging some 
derilish portent; neverthclefis, by reason of the 
command of holy obedience, he conquered the 
doubts of his heart, and stretched forth his hand 
unto the purse. Lo ! a serpent of no me:in size 
leapt forth from the purse, and at once vanished 
together with it, shewing that it had been a snare 
of the devil. The wiles of the enemy's cunning 
being thus upparent, the holy man said unto bis 
companion : '• Money, O my brother, iti unto the 
scrrants of God naught eUe than the devi! and 8 
poisonous serp*nt." 

6. After this, a wondrous thing befell the holy 
man while that, at the call of a pressing need, he 
was betaking him unto the city uf Siena. Three 
poor women, alike in all respects as to height. 
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I age, and countenance, met htm on the wide plain Appari* 
between Camplgho and San Quirjco, proffering a tjon of 
new grerting by way of gift : *• Welcome," said -j^ 
they, ** Lady Poverty 1 " At these words, that 
true lover of poveny was filled with joy unspeak- 
able, inasmuch au there was naught in him that he 
would bO lief have saluted by men as that whereof 

[they hod made mention. On a sudden the women 
vanished, whereupon the Brethren that were his 
companions pondered on their wondrous rcscm- 
blance each unto the other, and on the newness of 
their greeting, their appearing, and their vanishing, 
and deemed, not without reason, that some mystery 
was thereby Eignified concerning the holy man. 
Verily, by those three poor women, — for such 
they seemed, — with 6uch resemblance in C(ninte- 
Dance, that met him, that gave him »uch unwonted 
greeting, and that so suddenly vanished, it was 

fittingly shewn that the beauty of GoHjiel perfec- 
tion, — touching chastity, to wit, and obedience, 
and poverty, — shone forth perfectly in kindred 
form in the man of God ; howbeit, he lud choeea 
to make his chief boast in the privilege of Poverty, 
whom he was wont to name now his mother, now 
his bride, now his lady. In this, he was greedy 
to surpass others, he who thereby had learnt to 
think himself of le&s account than all others. 
Accordingly, it ever he saw any man who, judging 
by his outward appearance, was poorer than him- 
self, he would forthwith hUme himself, and stir 
himaeli" up unto the like, as though, striving 
jealously after poverty, he feared to be outdone 
by that other. 

It chanced once that he met a poor man on the 
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The road, and, beholding his lukcdnesa, was stricken to 
dignity of the heart, and said with a sighing voice unto his 
Poverty c^^jjp-miQn . *• This man's destitullon hath brought 
on us gnrat reproach, for we have choHen Poverty 
as Our great riches, and lo ! she ahineih forth more 
clearly in him." 

7. Dy reaaon of hiB love for holy Poverty, the 
servant of Almighty God had far liefer partake of 
alma begged from door to door than of food eet 
before him. Thus, if ever he was iflvited by great 
folk, who would fain honour him by a weii-spread 
board, he would lirsl beg crusts of bread from the 
neighbouring houses, and then, thus enriched in his 
poverty, sit down at the board. Once he did thus 
when he had been invited by the lord Bishop of 
Ostia, who loved the poor man of Christ with an 
especial affection, and when the Dishop complained 
that it brought shame upon him that a guest at his 
table should go forth for alms, the servant of God 
made answer : " My lord, I have done you a great 
honour, while honouring a greater Lord- For 
poverty is weil-plcasing unto the I.ord, and that 
before all which is a free-will beggary for the 
sake of Christ. This royal dignity,— that the 
Lord Jesus took upon Him when for our sakea 
He became poor, that we through His povcny 
might be rich, and that He might make them that 
be truly poor in spirit kings and heirs of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, — I am not minded to 
abandon fbr a fee of deceptive riches lent unto 
you for an hour." 

8. Ofttimcs when he was exhorting the Brethren 
to go forth for alms, he would speak on this wise: 
"Go forth," saith he, "since at this eleventh 
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liaiir the Brothent Minor have been lem unto the The 
pworld, that the number of the elect may be in breaxi 
^tbem fuIEUed; whcrcfort they shall be praised by J^"^' 
rfw Judgp, and nhall hear those most delectable f^oj 
wordfl : " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the leut of these My brethren, ye ha%e done 
it unto Me." Accordingfy, he would say it was 
a dclightiome thing to beg under the name of 
Brothers Minor, since the Master of Gospel 
truth had with His own mouth thus spoken of that 
name, — " the least," — in the rewarding of the just. 
Moreover, on the chief Feasts, when opportunity 
offered, he was wont to go begging, sayinj* that 
in the holy poor was fulfilled that prophecy : 
** Man did eai Angels' food." For he said ihai 
bread was truly Angels' food that was begged 
for the love of God, and with the aid of the 
blessed Angels, and that holy Poverty gathered 
from door to door, where it was bestowed for 
■ love of her. 

f 9. Accordingly, when he was once sojourning 
'^Do the holy Easter Day in an hermitage so distant 
from the dwellings uf nurn as that he could not 
conveniently go forth to beg, mindiiji of Him 
Who on that day had ap]ieafcd unto the discipleii 
going unto Hmmaus in the guise of a. pilgrim, he, 
18 a pilgrim and beggar, did ask alms from the 
Brethren themselves. And, having humbly re- 
ceived them, he uught them in hnly discourse 
that while passing through the wilderness of the 
world as pilgrims and strangers, and Israelites 
indeed, they might celebrate continually, as those 
poor in spirit, the Lord's Passover, to wit, His 
cirparturc frvm Hits wurkl unto t\\e Va.x\vex. NxA. 






LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS 



Poverty since in asking alma he was movrd, not by dnire 
saocour- for gain, but by a free spirit, God, the Father of 
^^mtater ^^ poor, seemed to have an csfwcial care of him. 
failed ''^- ^' chanced once that the servant of the 
Lord had been weighed down by sickness in the 
place called Nocera, and was being brought back 
unto Asstsi by an honourable escort, sent for this 
purpow by the devotion of the people of Assist. 
And they, escorting the servant of Christ, reached 
a poor little hamlet, Satriano by name, whither, 
since their hunger and the hour demanded it, 
they went to seek food, but, finding naught that 
they could buy, returned empty hatuled. Then 
the holy man said unto them : " Naught have ye 
found, for that ye put more trust in yOur flies 
than in God," — for he was wont to call money 
*lUi. "But go back, (saith he), among the 
housej that ye have visited, and, offering the love 
of God as your payment, humbly ask an alms. 
And do not by a false reckoning esteem thi* a 
thing shameftil or base, since the great Almagiver 
hath in His abounding goodness granted all things 
as alma unto the worthy and unworthy alike, after 
we have sinned." Then those knights laid aside 
their shamefnstness, and of their own accord 
asked for alms, and bought more for the love of 
God than they had been able to for money. For 
the poor inhabitants of the place, stricken to the 
heart by a divine impulse, freely proffered not 
only their goode, but their very selves. Thus it 
befell that the necessity, which money had no* 
arailed to relieve, wae supplied by the rich poverty 
of Francis. 

/;. Oa a lime when he was lying »ck in an 
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hermitage nigh Rieti, a certain physician did oft The phy- 
viflit him with welcome ministries. And since sician^ 
the poor man of Christ was unable to give him '"*''*™ 
a recomfwnse meet for hie toil, the most bountiful 
God, on behalf of His poor, rewarded his kindly 
service by this singular benclitt that he might not 
depart with no immediate fee. The hoii».* uf the 
physician, which he had at that time built anew 
with the whole of his savings, by a gaping cleav- 
age of the walls from top to bottom threatened so 
apecdy a co!lap8e as that it serme^d imposRible that 
any mortal skill or toil should avert its fall. Then 
the physician, entirely trusting in the merits of the 
ho!y man, with great faith and devotion besought 
from his companions the gift of some thing that 
that same man of God had touched with his 
hands. Accordmgly, having with much im- 
portunity of pleading gained a few of his hairs, 
DC laid iheni at even in the cleavage of the wall ; 
then, rising next nkom, he found the opening so 
firmly scaled as that he could not withdraw the 
relics he had placed therein^ nor find any trace of 
the former cleavage. Thus it came to pass that 
be who had diligently tended the frail body of 
God's iiervant was able to avert the danger from 
his own frail house. 

iz. On another time, when the man of God 
was fain to betake him unto a certain soKlude, 
where he might more freely give himself up unto 
contemplation, he rode, being weak in body, upon 
the B3S of a poor nun. While this man was 
following the servant of Christ in the summer 
beat, and up mountain ways, he became worn out 
by the journey, as the path gxevj cn« too^ewx mA. 
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Water longer, and, fainting with exceeding and burnrag 
and food thimt, he began to cry aloud with importunicy 
•" '•'" after the Saint : " Lo ! {saith he), I shall die of 
thimi, if 1 be not at once refreshed by the help 
of some draught !" Without delay, the man of 
God got off che ass, fell on his knees, and, rais- 
ing his hands unto heaven, ceased nut to pray 
until he knew that he had been heard. His 
prayer at length ended, he said unto the oian : 
** Haittcn unto yonder rock, and there thou shajt 
End a spring of water, that Christ in His mercy 
hath at this hour caused to flow from the rock for 
thee to drink." O marvellous condescension of 
God, that doth so readily incline unto His 
serTant&! The thirsty man drank the water pro- 
duced from the rock by the power of him ihat 
prayed, and drained a draught from the Binty 
rock. Before that time there had been no flow- 
ing water there, nor from that time, — as hath 
been carefiiliy ascertained, — -hath any been found 
thov. 

13. Now in what manner, by the merits of 
His poor one, Christ multiplied provisions at sea, 
shall be related in ita own place hereafter ; suffice 
it to note this only, that by the scanty alma. 
brought unto him he saved the sailors from the 
peiil of famine and <^ death during many days ; 
thus it may be clearly seen that the servant of 
God Almighty, as he was made like unto Moses 
in the drawing of water from the rock, was made 
like also unto EILis in che multiplying of food. 
Wherefore let all anxious thought be far removed 
from the poor once of Christ. For if the poverty 
of Fnacis was of such an abundant sufBciency as 
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t it suppUed by its wnndmue power the needs ourvd- 
of them that assisted him, — so ihat neither food, '*"**'^ . 
Dor drinit, nor house failed thicm, when the re- P™'^"" 
sources of money, of skill, and of nature had 
proved of none avail, — much more shall it merit 
08C things that in the wonted course of the 
divine providence arc granted unto all alike. If, 
I say, the stony rock, at the prayer of one poor 
man, poured forth a copious draught for an- 
other poor ina.n in his thirst, naught in the 
whole creation will refuse itfi service unto those 
who have left all for the sake of the Creator 

all. 
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CHAPTER Vni 

OF THE KIKOtV IMPULSES OF HIS PIETY, AMD OF HOW 

THE CREATURES LACKTUG UNDERSTANDtKG SEEMED 

TO EE MAUE SUBJECT UKTO HIM 

Piety I. That true godlinesfi which, according unto the I 
toward Apostle, ie profitable unto all things, had so tilled 
the heart of Francis and entered into hia inmost 
I parts as that it seemed to have eslablished its sway 

■ absolutely over the man of God. It -was this 

■ piety that, through devotion, uplifted him toward 
I God ; through compaBsion, transformed him into 
I the Hkenees of Christ ; through coEdewcensioo, in- 
I dined him unto his neighbour, and, through his 
I all-embracing love for every creature, set forth a 
I new picture of man's estate before the Fall. And 
I as by this piety he was touched with kindly feel- 

I ing for alt things, so above ail, when he beheld ■ 

I EOuLs redeemed by the precious Blood uf Christ I 

I Jesus being deliled by any stain of sin, he would 

■ weep over them with such tenderness of com- 
I passion as that he seemed, like a mother in Christ, 
I to be in travail of them daily. And this was with 
I him the chief cause of his veneration for the 
I ministers of the word of God, to wit, that with 

■ devout care they raise up seed unto the Brother 
I which is dead, that is, unto Christ cniciiied for sin- 

■ ners, by converting such, and cherish the same seed I 
I mth canfu} devotion. This ministry of compassion ■ 




HIS KINDLY PIETY 81 



1 



mil 



be maintained was more acceptable unto the Father Ensample 
of mcrcicB than all sacriEcc, in especial if It were before 
performed with tlie zeal of perfeci charity, so P''^<^*pt 
that this end might be fitriven after by rrsample 
rather than by precept, by learfiil prayer rather 

,n by clt>quent speech. 

z. Accordingly, he would say tlut that preacher 
should be deplored »a one without true piety, who in 
his preaching did not seek the saKatlon of souls, hut 
his own glory, or who by the eina of his life pulled 
down that which he built up by the truth of his 
teaching. He would say that the Brother simple 
and unready of speech, who by his good eneamplc 
inciletli others unto good, should be preferred before 
8uch an one. That saying, moreover : "The barren 
hach borne many," he would thus expound: "The 
barren, (saith he), is the little poor lirothcr, who 
hith not the function of begetting sons in the 
Church. He in the Judgement shall bear many, 
for that those whom he now converteth unto 
Christ hy his secret prayers shall be then added 
unto his glory by the Judge. And 'she that hath 
many children is waxed feeble,' tor that the 
empty preacher of many words who now boaslech 
in many begotten, as it were, by his power, shall 
then perceive thac there ie naught of his own in 
them.*' 

3, Since then with heartfelt piety and glowing 
zeal he Bought after the salTation of eouU, he 
would say thai he was filled with the sweetest 
iragrance, and anointed as with precious ointmi-Tit 
wbctiHKver he heard of many bring led into the 
way of truth by the aweet savour o( the repute 
of the hoiy Brethrrn scattered tVvtoa^wtt. "iw: 
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Good and world. Hearing auch reporu, he would rejoice 
evil en- in gpirit, heaping with bleusings moat worthy of 
•■™P'** all acceptance those Brethren who, by word or 
detfd, wtre bripging sinners unto ihe love of 
Christ. In Jikp wise, thune who were transgress- 
ing against holy Religion by their evil works, fell 
under the heaviest sentence of his curse. '* By 
-Thee," saith he, "O Lord most holy, by the 
entire company of heaven, and by me. Thy little 
one, be they accuraed who by their evil ensample 
do bring unto naught and destroy that which 
through the hojy Brethren of this Order Thou 
hast built up, and dost not cease to build." Oft- 
times he was affected by auch sadness, by reason, 
of the slumbling-hlock unto the weak brethren, 
that he thought his strength would have faded 
him, had he not been sustained by the comfort of 
the Divine mercy. 

But whea once un a time he was disquieted 
becauiie ot evil enfiamplea^ aod with troubled spirit 
was beseeching the mercitiil Father for hts BOns, 
he obt-iined .in answer on this wise from the 
Lord: "Why dost thoti fret thee, poor little 
mortal ? Have I set thee as shepherd over My 
Religion that thou should&t forget I am its chief 
Protector ? I have .nppointed thee, simple as thou 
art, for this very end, that the things that I shall 
perform through thee may be ascribed, not unto 
man's working, but unto grace from above. I 
have called this Religion, I will keep it and feed 
it, and, when some fall off, I wilJ raii;e up others 
ID their place, yea, so that, were none bom, I 
would even cauee them to be bom. And by 
ivhauoever shocka this little poor Religion may be 
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it shall alway abide unscathed under My The 

4. The Tice of alandcr, hateful unto the fount blander 
of goodness and grace, Francis would shrink, from 

aa frum a scqient's tooth, declaring it to be a 
most hateful plagui?, and :iin abomination unto the 
most holy God, forasmuch as the slanderer feedcth 
on the hiood of those soulti that he hath siain by 
the sword of his tongue. Hearing once .1 cenain 
Brother blacken the repute of another, he turned 
UDto his Vicar, and said: *^ Rise, rise, make 
careful inquiry, antl. If thou findest the accwied 
Brother to be guiltless, with stem discipline make 
the accuser to be marked of all." At times, 
indeed, he would sentence him who had despoiled 
his Brother of the praise of his good repute to be 
himself despoiled of his habit, and deemed that he 
ought not to be able to lift up his eyes unto God 
miless first he had exerted himself to restore, as 
best he might, that which he had taken away. 
" The sin of slanderers," he would say, ** is more 
hetDOUS than that of robbers, inasmtich as the 
law of Christ, — ^that iis fulfilled in the observ- 
ance of godliness, — bindeth us to desire more the 
•alvation of the soul than uf the body." 

5. Unto tliem that were afflicted with bcxlily 
suffering of any sort, he would condescend with a 
marvellouB tenderness of sympathy ; if he per- 
ceived in any nught of destitution, aught of lack, 
he would in the gentleness of hi:i devout heart 
carry it unto Christ. Mercy, verily, was inbuni 
in btm, and rcduubled by the shedding upon it 
of the piety of Christ. Thus his soul was melted, 
over the pot>r and the weak, and, vjV«v N\t ^^s>i^^ 
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Chriat in not open hb hind unto any, hi: opened hiii heart. 
P*****" It chanced on a timr that one of the Brethren 
had made Hume'what harsh reply unto a poor man 
that importunately aakcd an aims. When the 
devout lover of the poor heard it, he trade that 
Brother throw himself'^ naked, at the poor man's 
feet, declare himself in fauh, and beg the favour 
of his prayer and his pardon. When he had 
hninhly done this^ the Father gcmly added : 
" When thou seest a poor man, O Brother, a 
mirror it; set before tbec of the Lord, and of His 
Mother in her poverty. In the infirm, do thou 
in like manner think upon the infirmities that He 
(ook upon Him." In ail the poor, he, — himself 
the moat ChristUke of all poor men, — beheld the 
image of Christ, wherefore he judged that all 
(hioga that were provided for himself, — ^wcrc they 
even the necessaries of life, — should be given 
up unto any poor folk whom he met, and that not 
only as largeaae, but even as if they were their 
own property. 

It befe!] on a time that a certain beggar met 
him, as he was returning from Siena, when by 
reaaon of sickness he was wrapped in a cloak over 
hiis habit. Beholdinf^ with pitiful eye die puor 
man's misery ; " It behovctb us," said he unto 
hia companion, " to restore the cloak unto this 
poor man, for his own it is. For we received it 
but a.1 a loan, until it should be our hap to lind 
acothcr poorer than ourselves." But hia com- 
panion, having regard untu the need of the kindly 
Father, did urgently seek to refrain him from pro- 
ividing for another, leaving himself uncared-for. 
Howbcit, "1 think," saith hc» "the great Alms- 
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Hlgiver would iccoont it .1 thcfi id me did 1 not Love 
give that I wear unto one needing it more." fw all 
Accordingly he was wont to ask from those weatartt 
that had given him necessities for the succour of" 
bis body permission to give them away, did he 
tncct a needier [)crson, so that he might do ho 
with their tiauction. Naught wuuld be withhold, 
Dcitbcr cloak, nor habit, nor books, nor the very 
ornaments of the allar, but all these he would, 
while he could, bestow upon the needy, that he 
might fiilfil the mintatry of charity. Ofttimcs 
whenas he met on tlie road poor folk currying 
burdens, he would liiy their burdens on his own 
weak shoulders. 

6. When he bethought him of the first begin- 
ning of all things, he was filled with a yet more 
overflowing charity, and would call the dumb 
animal*, howsoever small, by the names of brother 
and iister^ forasmuch as he recognised in them 
the same origin as in himself. Yet he loved with 
an especial warmth and tenderness those creatures 
that do Rct forth by the likeness of their nature 
the holy (feotleiiesa of Christ, and in the interpre- 
tation of Scripture are a type of Him. Ofttimes 
he would buy back lambs that were being taken to 
be killed, in remembrance of that mu«t gentle 
Lamb Who brooked to be brought unto the 
slaughter for the redemption of sinners. 

On a time when the servant of God wa« 
lodging ai the Monastery of Han Verecondo in 
the diocese of Gnbbio, an ewe gave birth unto a 
lamb one night. There was hard by a very fierce 
MW, and she, sparing not the innocent life, slew 
him with her greedy jaws. ViJVwm vVe "^wAt 
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and Father heard thereof, he was moved with wondrous 
- *y pity, and, renieniberiug that Lamb without spot, 
™^*™" mourned over the dead lamb in the presence of 
all. Baying : *' Woe is me, brother little lamb, 
innocent creature, setting forth Christ unto men ! 
Cursed be that evil beast that hath devoured thee, 
and of her ficsh let neither man nor beast eal." 
Marvellous to relate, the cruel sow lorthwith begao 
to languish, and in three days paid the penalty in 
her own body, and suffered death tls her retribu- 
tion. Her carcase was cast forth into a ditch near 
the Monastery, and there lay for a long time, dried 
up like a board, and food for uo famished beast. 
Let human evil-doing, then, take note by what a 
punishment it shall be overtaken at the last, if 
the savagencsB of a brute beast was emitteo by a 
death 60 awful : let faithful devotion aJso consider 

how in the servant of God was shewn a piety of 

Euch marvellous power and abundant oweetness, as 
that even the nature of brute beasts, after their own 
fashion, acclaimed it. 

7. While he was journeying nigh the city of 
Siena, he came on a great flock of sheep in the 
pastures. And when he had given them gracious 
greetinj;, as was hia wont, they left their feeding, 
and all ran toward him, raising their heads, and 
gazing fixedly on him with their eyes. So eagerly 
did they acclaim him as that both the shepherds 
and the Brethren marvelled, beholding around him 
the lambs, .ind the rama no less, thus wondrously 
filled with deUght. 

At another time, at Saint Mary of the Little 
Portion, a lamb wa!j brought unto the man of 
God, ike which he thankfully received, by reason 
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^Bef the loTc of guilelesoneoij and Nimpltcity that the Two 
Iamb's oature doth exhibit. The holy man ex- lambs 
horted the Iamb that it should be irvttanl in the ~^ "* 
dirine praises, and avoid any occasion ot offence 
unto the Brethren ; the Iamb, on its part, as though 
it had observed the piety of the man of God, 
diligctitly obeyed his inscructions. For when it 
heard the Brethren chanting in the choir, it to*) 
would enter the church, and, unbidden of any, 
would bend the knee, bleating before the alt^r of 
the Virgin Mother of the Lamb, as though it 
were fain to greet her. Furthermore, at the 
elevation of the meet holy Body of Christ in 
the tolenin Mass, it would bend its knees and 
bow, even as though the sheep, in its reverence, 
would reprove the irreverence of the undevOut, 
aod would incite Christ's devout people to revere 
ihe Sacrament, 
^p At one time he had with him in Rome a lamb, 
^■by reason of his reverence tor that Lamb most 
gentle, and it he entrusted unto a noble matron, 
to wit, the lady J.icobn di Settesoli, to be cared 
for in her bower. This Iamb, like one instructed 
in spiritual things by the >Saint, when the lady 
went into church, kept closely by her side iii 
going and iu reliirning. If in the early morning 
the lady delayed her rising, the lamb would rise 
and would butt her with its little horns, and rouse 
her by m hlcntingx, adntoniahing her with gestures 
arid nods to hasten unto church. Wherefore the 
lamb, thfit had been a pupil of Francia, and was 
now become a teacher of devotion, was cherished 
by the lady a« a creature marvellous and lov^ 
worthy. 
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Dumb 8. At another time, at Greccio, a live leveret 
creatures' ^ras brought unto the min of God, the which, — 
**'*l^ wbeo set down free on the ground that rt might 
escape whither it would, — at the call nf the Itinlly 
^^ Father leapt with flying feet into his bosom. He, 

^B fondJing it in the instinctive tenderness of his 

^V heart, seemed to feel for it as a mother, and, bid- 

ding it in gentle tones beware of being recajnured, 
let it ^o free. But albeit it was set on the ground 
many times to escape, it did alway return unto the 
Father's bosom, as though by some hidden sense 
it perceived the tenderness of his heart ; where- 
fore at length, by his command, the Brethren 
carried it away imto a safer and more remote 
spot. 

In like manner, on an island of the lake of 
Perugia, a rabbit was caught and brought unto 
the man of God, and, albeit it fled from others, it 
entrusted itself udco his hand^ and bo&om with the 
confidence of a tame creature. 

Aa he wan hastening by the lake of Rieti unto 
the hermitage of Greccio, a fisherman out of de- 
votion brought unto him a water-fowl, the which 
he gladly received, and then, opening his hands, 
bade it depart ; howbeit, it would not leave him. 
Then he, lifting his cyca unto heaven, remained 
for a long epacc in prayer, and, after a long hour 
returning unto himiielf as though from aiar, gently 
bade the littJe bird depart, and praisr the Lord. 
Then, having thus received his blessing and leave, 
it flew away, shewing joy by the movement of its 
body. 

In like manner, from the same lake there was 
brought unto him a tine, live fish, which he called. 
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^Pb» was his wont, by the name of br»thtr^ and put The birds 
hack into the water nigh the boat. Then the fiHh obey him 
played in the water nigh the man of God, and, as 
though drawn by tovc uT him, would in no wise 

^^ leave the boatside until it had received his blessing 

^■and leave. 

^" 9. On another time, when he was walking 
with a certain Brother through the Venetian 
marshes, he chanced on a great host of birds that 
were sitting and singing among the bushes. See- 
ing them, lie (laid unto his companion ; "Our 
eisters the birds are praising their Creator, let us 
loo go among them and sing unto the Lord 
praises and the canonical Hours." When they 
had gone into their midst, the birds stirred not 
from the spot, and when, by reason of their 
twittering, they could not hear each the other 
in reciting the Hours, the holy man turned unto 
the birds, saying : "My sisters the birds, cease 
from singing, while that we render our due praises 
unto the Lord." Then the birds forthwith held 
their peace, and remained silent until, having said 
his Hours at leisure and rendered his praises, the 
holy man of God again gave them leave to sing. 
And, as the man of God gave them leave, they at 
once took up their song again after their wonted 
fashion. 

At Saint Mary of the Little Purlion, hard by 
the cell of the man of God, a cicada eat on a fig- 
tree and chirped ; and right often by her song she 
stirred up unto the divine praiaes the servant of the 
Lord, who had learnt to marvel at the glorious 
handiwork cX the Creator e«'en as seen in little 
things. One day he called bci^ %dA ^Ck<£, % 




90 LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS 

Sister though divioely taught, lighted upon his hand. 

Cicada When he said unto hra- : " Sing^ my sister cicada, 
and praise the Lord thy Creator with thy glad 
lay," she obeyed forthwith, and began to chirp, 
nor did she cease until, at the Father's bidding, 
she flew back unto her own pSace. There for 
eight days fihe abode, on any day coming at his 
call, ringing, aod tlying back, according as he 
bade her. At length the man of God said unto 
his companions : " Let us now give our sister 
cicada leave to go, for she hath gladdened us 
enough with her lay, stirring us up these eight 
days past unto the praises of God." And at 
once, his leave given, she flew away, nor waa 
ever seen there again, as though she dared not 
in any wise transgress his command. 

10. Once while he was lying ill at Sien.i .1 
fresh-caught pheasant was sent unto him, alive, 
by a cnrtain nobleman. The bird, so soon as 
it saw and heard the holy man, pressed nigh him 
with such friendliness as tliat it would in no wise 
brook to be parted from him. For, albeit it was 
several tinies set down in a vineyard outside the 
abode of the Brethren, so that it might escape 
if it would, it ytiil run back in haute unto the 
Father as though it had alwny been brought up by 
his hand. Then, when it was given unto a ceruin 
man who was wont out of devotion to visit the 
servant of God, it seemed as though it grieved to 
be out of the sight of the gentle Father, and 
refiised all food. At length, it was brought back 
imto the servant of God, and, so soon as it saw 
him, testiticd its delight by its gestures, and ate 
eagerly. 
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When he had come unto the solitudes of Al- Brother 
Tema, to keep a Lent in honour of the Archangc! F»lcon 
Michael, birds of divers sort (luttered about his 
ceil, and flccmcd by their tuneful chorus and 
joyoua niovemci)t6 to rejoice at his comiog, and 
to invite and entice the holy Father to tarry there. 
Seeing this, he said unto his companion : " I per- 
ceive, Brother, that it is in accord with the dirioe 
will that we should abide here for a space, so 
greatly do our sisters the little birds seem to take 
comfort in our presence." While, accordingly, 
he wtLK sojourning in that place, a falcon that had 
its nest there bound itself by close ties of friend- 
ship unto him. For alway at that hour of night 
wherein the holy man was wont to rise for the 
divine office, the falcon was beforehand with its 
song and cries. And this waii most acceptable 
unto the servant of God, the more so as that the 
great concern which the bird shewed for him 
shook from him all drowsiness of sloth. But 
when the scrTant of Christ was weighed down 
beyond bis wont by inhrmity, the falcon would 
spare him, and would not mark for him so early 
an awakening. At such times, as though taught 
of God, he would about dawn strike the bell 
of his voice with a light touch. Verily, there 
would seem to have been a divine omen, alike 
in the gladness of the birds of myriad species, 
and in the cHcr of the falcon, inasmuch as that 
praincr and worithippcr of God, upborne on the 
wings of con tempi atiim, was at that very place 
and time to he ex,tlted by the vision of the Seraph. 

1 1 . At one time while he was sojourning tn the 
hermitage of Grcccio, the naUsw ol X.W\. ^\awe 




CHAPTER IX 

OP HIS ARSKMT LOTE, AKD VEAKNIHG FOR 

MARTYRDOM 

Sunt !• Of the ardent love that glowed in Francig, 
Francis' the friend of the iiridegroom, who can avail to 
dCTOtion ^pIj > fjp sct-med utterly consumed, like unto a 
coai that is set on fire, by the flame of the love 
divine. For, at the mere mention of the love of 
the r.nrd, he was amused, moved, and enkindled, 
as though the inner chords of his heart Tibrated 
under the bow of the voice from without. He 
would s^y that it was a magnificent largesse to 
offer such wcraJth in exchange for alms, and that 
those who esteemed it of less worth than money 
were verily fools, for that the priceless price of 
the divine love alone ai-aileth to purchase the 
kingdom of heaven, and His love Who hath 
loved us much is much to be loved. 

That he might by all things be stirred up unto 
ihc divine love, he triumphed in all the works of 
the Lord's handa, and through the sight of their 

Ljoy was uplifted unto their life-giving cause and 
origin. He beheld in fair things Him Who is 
the most fair, and, through the traces of Himself 
that He hath imprinted on His creatures, he 
everywhere followed on to reach the Belovetl, 
making of all things a ladder for hime>clf whereby 
Atf might ascend to lay hold on Him Who is the 
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altogether lovely. For by the impulse of hia aad lore 

unexampled devotion he tasted that fountain of f"*" . 
goodnesa that streamcth forth, as ir rivulets, in ^"'**^ 
every created thing, and he perceived as it were 
an heavenly harmony in the concord of the 
virtues and actions granted unio them by God, 
and did sweetly exhort them to praise the Lord, 
even as the Prophet David had done. 

Z. Christ Jesus Crucified was laid, as a bundle 
of myrrh, in his heart's bosom, and he yearned to 
be Utterly transformed into Him by the fire of 
his exceeding love. By reason of his chief and 
especial devotion unto Him, he would betake him 
unto desert places, and seclude hiniseif in a cell, 
from the Feast of the Epiphany until the end of 
the forty days following, to wit, for the space of 
time wherein Chriwt had sojourned in the wilder- 
ness. There with all the abstinence I'rom food 
and drink that he might comjinsti, he devoted 
himself without interruption unto tasting, prayer, 
and the praises of God. With such glowing 
love was he moved toward Christ, yea, and with 
such intimate love did his Beloved repay his, that 
it s«emed unto the servant of God himself that 
he felt his SaiHour almost continually present 
before his eyca, even as he once revealed unto his 
companions in intimate converse. 

1 oward the Sacrament of the LordV Body he 
t a glowing devotion that consumed the very 
marrow of his bones, marvelling with utmost 
amazement at that most loving condescension and 
condescending love. Oft did he communicate, 
and so devoutly as to render others devout, while, 
as he tajfted of the sweelne«B o$ xVi'sX V.?ck^ 
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for His without spot, he became like one inebriat«j in 
Mother, spirit, and rapt out of himficlf in ecstaay. 

5. He loved with an unspcalcablc affection the 
Mother of the Lord Jceus Christ, forasmuch ns 
that she had made the Lord of Glory our Brother, 
and that through her we have obtained mercy. 
In her, after Christ, he put his chief trust, making 
her his own patron and that of his Brethren, and in 
her honour he hstcd most devoutly from the Feast 
of the Apostles Peter and Paul until the Feast of 
the Assumption. He was bound by tiee of in- 
separable affection unto the AngcUc spirits that 
do glow with wondrous fire to approach God, 
and in the kindling of elect nouls, and out of de- 
votion unto them he would fast for forty days 
from the Assumption of the glorious Virgin, re- 
maining instant in prayer throughout that time. 
Unto the Blessed Michael Archangel,^ — inasmuch 
M his is the ministry of bringing sods before 
God, — he cherished an especial love and devotion, 
by reason of the ardent zeal that he had for the 
salvation of all such as should be saved. When 
he called to remembrance all the Saints, he wa^ 
kindled afrcBh, as if they had been stones of 6re, 
with the flame of heavenly love ; he regarded 
with the utmost devotion .ill the Apostles, and in 
especial Peter and Paul, by reason of the glowing 
love that they bore toward Christ, and out of 
reverence and love for them he dedicated unto 
the Lord the fast of an especial Lent. The poor 
man of Christ had naught save two mites, to wit, 
hi« body and rouI^ tliat he could give away in his 
large-hearted charity. But these, for the love of 
Christ, he o^rcd up so continuously as that it 
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seasons, through the rigour of h» fasting, he Hii 
adc an offering of his body, and through the pasalOQ 
tour of his yearnings, of his spirit, sacrififing '^*" souls 
in the outer court a whole bumt-otfering, and 
within, in the Temple, burning sweet incense. 

4. Now this exceeding devotion of love up- 
lifted him into the divine id such wiue as that hia 
loving goodwill extended unto chose chat had 
received with him a like nature and grace. For 
it is no wonder if he, whose affectionate heart had 
made him kin unto all created things, was by the 
love of Christ drawn into yet closer kinship with 
Buch as were sealed with the likeness of their 
Creator, and redeemed by the Blood of their 
Maker. He esteemed himKclf no friend of Christ 
did he not cherish the souls that He had redeemed. 
He would nay that nought was in be preferred 
before the salvation of aouls, proving this chiefly 
by the fact that the Only-Begotten Son of God 
deigned to hang on the Crosj; for the ts^ke of 
men's souls. Unto this end he wrestled in prayer, 
this was the theme of his preaching, and this the 
C»UBC of his exceeding zeal in eetting an ensaniple. 
Wherefore, whensoever some excessive austerity 
■was blamed in him, he would make answer that 
he had been given aa an ensample unto others. 
For albeit his guileless Hesh had already vulua- 
tarily subjected itself unto his spirit, and needed 
no chastisement by reason of transgrensions, never- 
theless, for the 8.ike of ensampic, he was ever 
renewing in it punishments and penances, walking 
in hard paths for the sake of others. For he 
would say : " Though 1 speak with the tongues 
of men and of Angels^ and have t\tA Oc\m\x-«^, 
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T shall set no t-Rsatnple of virtues unto my neigh- 
bours, 1 shall profit othere littl^ snd noioe owd 
scli' naught." 

5. He emulaicd, with an ardent flame of love, 
the glorious victory u!" the holy Martym, whotic 
buriiiug love could ni>t be quenched, nor their 
confitnncy broken down. Accordingly he too, 
kindled by that perfect love that casteth out feat, 
yearned to oifcr himself up as a Hving sacrifice 
unto ^e Lord in martyr tiamcs, that he might 
pay bsck. somewhat in his turn unto Christ Who 
died for LB, and might stir up others un(o the love 
of Gad. Wherefnre, in the ^ixlh year from hia 
conicrsion, burninj; with desire for martyrdom, he 
was minded to cross unto the regions of Syria to 
preach the Christian faith, and penitence, unto the 
Saracens and other infidels. When he had cm- 
harked on a ship that he might voyage thither, 
contrary winds prevailed, and he had perforce to 
land on the coasts of Slavonia. When he had 
delayed there some time, nor cuuld find ^ny ship 
that wafi then croeaing tl»e eea, feeling himself 
cheated of his desire, he be&ought Eonie sailors 
that were making for Ancona to take him aboard, 
for the love of God. When they persisted in 
their refufial because ot his lack of money, the 
man of God, putting all hie trust in the goodneaa 
of the Lord, cmbarlted secretly on board the ship 
with his companion. A certain man was present, 
— Bent, as is believed, from God on behalf of His 
poor one, — and he took with him the ncccsaary 
victual, and, calling unto him one On tlie ship that 
feared God, spake thus unto him : ** Keep feith- 
/u//v all these things for the poor Brethren 
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lie hid on the abip, aod in their hour of need deal Ainu 
them out unto them aa a friend." It befell that, multiplied' 
owing unto strong winds, the sailors were unable ** *** 
for many daya to touch laad anywhere, and had 
consumed idl their own jjrovisions, and only the 
almA brought fi>r the poor man I'r.jncifi wtTc left. 
These, though they had been but scanty, were by 
the divine power so multiplied as that, during 
many days' delay at sea by reason of incessant 
atorms, they fully supplied the needs of all until 
they made the port of Aticona. Then the sailora, 
seeing that through the servant of God ihey had 
escaped manifold agonies nf death, — like men that 
had known the dire peril:* of the sea, and had 
•eeo the works of the Lord and His wonders in 
the deep, — rendered thanks unto Almighty God, 
Who doth ever shew Himselt marvcUous and love- 
worthy in Hjd friendfi and ser^anu. 
k 6. When, leaving the sea behind, Francis began 
sto travel through the land, sowing therein the 
•ced of salvation, be gained rich sheaves. Then, 
because the fruit of martyrdom bad io enchanted 
his heart tliat he preferred above all merits of 
Tirtues a coHtty death for Christ's iiakc, he took 
his way toward Morocco, that he might preach 
unto Miraniolin and his people the Gospel of 
Chriiit, if by any means he might avail to gain the 
coveted palm. For he was home along by so 
mighty a desire that, albeit weak in body, he out- 
ran the comrade of his pilgrimage, and flew with 
all ipced to fulfd his purpose, like one inebriated in 
spirit. But when he had advanced as far as Spain, 
by the divine will, that reserved him for other 
tnda, a very heavy sickness feU. uyun Vun, v^ 
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He seek- hindered him so that he couEd not fulfil his desire, 
eth th« Then the man of God, — perceiving that his Jife 
Soldui ji, j^jj. ^jQjjy ^gg j^i m-^^y] fyr the family that 

he had begotten, albeit be deemed that for himaelf 
to die was gain, ^returned to feed the sheep that 
had been committed unto his care. 

7. Howbeit his glowing charity urged his 
spirit on unto martyrdom, and yet a third time he 
essayed to set forth toward the inUdcla, that by the 
shedding of his bIcK>d the Faith of the Trinity 
might be spread abroad. Thus in the thirteenth 
year of his conversion he set forth for the regions 
of Syria, cominu.'dly exposing himself unto many 
perils that so he might win entrance into the 
presence of the Soldan of Babylon. For at that 
time there was relentless war between the Christians 
andiheSaracens, and the camps of both armies were 
pitched each over against the other in the plain, so 
that none might pass irom one unto the other with- 
out peril of death. Moreover, a cruel edict had 
gone forth from the Soldan that any who should 
bring the head of a Christian should receive a 
gold bezant as reward. NcverthelcHs, the un- 
daunted soldier of Christ, Francis, hoping that 
he was shortly about to gain his end, determined 
to continue on his way, not dismayed by the tear 
of death, but urged on by his yearning therefor. 
And as he prepared himaelf by prayer, he was 
strengthened of the Lord, and boldly chanted 
that verse of the Prophet : *' Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for Thou art with me." 

8. Then, taking the Brother that was hia com- 
paoioDf /jL/uniinatu by name, a man verily of 
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illumination and virtue, tbey gtarted on their way. and 
Aodf meeting tvfo -iamBa^ the holy man was prcachela 
gladdened at the sighf,' and- said uoto his com- ""'° ^'™ 
panion : "Put thy trust, ■Urqthcr, in the I-ord, 
for hi us that saying of thc'O^Bpel is fulfilled : 
Behold, I send yuu forth as h^ocpin the midst of 
woltes." When tliey had gone .oli: further, the 
bands of the Sar&ccns met thcm,->an(i'>'they, like 
wolves making haste to fall upon sheep,- .brutally 
seized the servants of God, and ejTj«tly and 
despitcfiilly dragged them along, casting abuse 
at them, vexing them with stripes and hlndip^ 
them in fetters. Thus in manifold wise 'ioi'. 
mented and Vx^ten down, they were hrougWi. •'■ 
before the Soldan, the divine counsel ao disposing 
as the holy man had desired. When that prince 
demanded of them from whom, and for what jiur- 
po8C, and after what manner they had been sent, 
and how they had come thither, the Ben.ant of 
Christ, Francis, made answer with undaunted heart 
that he had been sent not by man, but by God 
Most High, that he might shew unto biui and his 
peopkf the way of salvation, and might preach the 
Go8i>el of truth. AVith such firmness of mind, 
with such courage of soul, and with Buch fervour 
of spirit he preached unto the Suldan aforesaid 
God Three and One and the Saviour of all, Jesus 
Christ, that in him was manifestly and truly ful- 
filled that saying of the Gospel j " I will give you 
a mouth and wisdom, which all your adver- 
fiaries shall not be able to gainsay nor rcsi<it." 
For, as the Soldan beheld the marvellous fervour 
of spirit and valour of the man of God, he heard 
him gladly and did right ean«ft^\^ iionw; Vi\n\, >a 
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|Urry witb him. Theri thf servant of Christ, 
taught by the heaverly-.cnlilisH, said : ** If thou, 
''tZ-^ together with thy p^oplc.'wilt be canrerted unto 
Christ, for the lojje "of Him I will right gladly 
tarry among vota.';.*'But if thou art hesitating 
whether to gife-Tip' the law of Mahomet for the 
faith of Ch/rs^ do thou command that a great 
fire be kjrid)trf and I will enter the 6re with 
thy pri&ti,' that even thus thou maycst Icam 
which 'kiih K the surer, iuid hulter, and must 
worthy of being held. Unto whoni the Soldan 
piflde_i5DSwer : '* I do not Ix'lievc that any of my 

•^priests would be ready to expose himself unto the 
; * pre in defiance of his faith, or to undergo any wrt 

■ of torture." For he had seer that, so soon as 
,* ' mcnlkin of this was made, one of his priests, an 
aged man and ore in authority, had fled R-orn his 
presence. Unto whom the holy man replied ; 
" If thou wilt promise me, on behdf of thyself and 
thy people, that thou wilt embrace the faith of 
Christ, if I come forth from the fire unscathed, 
I will emer the fire alooe ; if I am burned, 
let ii \x set down unto my sins, hut if the divine 
might protect me, ye slull know that Chris:, the 
power of God and the wifidom of God, in the true 
God and the Lord and Sariour of all." How- 
beit, the Soldan replied that he dare not accede 
unto this |)ro|K)sition, for that he fcan-d a revolt of 
his people. B«t he offered him many ca«ly gifts, 
all of which the man of God, hungering, not for 
worldly goode, but for the saKatton of souls, con- 
temned like mire. The Soldan, perceiving the 
holy man to be so absolute a desplser of worldly 
tiiinga, was moved with amazement and conceived 
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a grMter devotion for him. And, albeit he would 
not, Of perchance dared not, go over unto the 
Chriatian faith, he did nevertheltras devoutly pray 
the servant of Christ to receive the gifts aforesaid, 
for his own sdvatioD, and to bestow them upon 
Christian poor folk, or on churches, But Francis, 
for that he shunned the burden of money, and 
could not see in the soul of the Soldan any root 
of true piety, would not agree thereunto. 

9. Seeing, then, that he could neither make 
progress in the conversion of that pei>plc, nor 
attain his purpose, warned by a divint- revelation, 
he returned unto the regions of the faithful. Now 
the mercy of God no ordained, and the virtue of 
the holy man merited, and mercifully and niiirvel- 
loiisly it befell, that the friend of Christ,— who 
with all hifi might sought a death for Hio sake, 
and yet in no way could find it, — nevertheless did 
not lose the coveted merit of martyrdom, and was 
reserved to be signalled out unto ptiflterity by an 
especial distinction. Thus it befell that that divine 
fire glowed ever more hotly in his he.nrt, so that 
afterward it was o])enly manifested in his ilesh. O 
truly blessed man, whose flesh, albeit not stricken 
by the tyrant's stwl, was nevertheless not left 
without the likencsa of the Lamb that was ^lain 1 
O fully and truly blesoed, I say, whose life, albeit 
not cut orf by the sword of the )iersecutor, did yet 
not loRe the palm of martyrdom ! 



CHAPTER X 



OF HIS Z£AL AMD EFFICACY IK PRAYER 

The I. Frahcis, the atrvam of Chriat, feeling him- 
iwcr of sgi£ jjj (he body to be absent from the Lord, had 
1 ?•'■■?*'■ j,ow through the love of Christ become wholly 
untouched by earthly desires, wherefore, — that he 
might not be -wiibout the consolation of his Be- 
loved,— he prayed without ceasing, striving ever 
to manifest a ayirit present with God. Prayer 
was a consolation unto him in contemplation, 
while, being already made a fellow-citizen with 
the Angels in the circle of the heavenly manaiona, 
with ardent yearning he sought his Beloved, from 
Whom the wall of the fiesh alone parted him. 
It was, moreover, a defence unto him in bia 
labours, while in all that he did, distrusting hU 
own working, and relying on the hca%xnly good- 
ness, he caiit all liiu care upon the Lord in ome&t 
prayer. 

He would conlidently affirm that the grace of 
praycrfiilncss should be more desired than all 
otlierb by the religious man, and, — believing that 
without it no good could be wrought lo the service 
of God, — he would stir up his Brethren unto zeaj 
therefor by all means that he could. For, whether 
walking or sitting, within doors or without, in 
toil or at leisure, he was so absorbed in prayer as 
tbst he seemed to have devoted thereunto not 
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Hiooly bU whole heart and body, but also his whole Sf^ritiial 
labour and time. contem 

z. Nor was he ever wont to pass over heedlessly P'*"**" 
any spiritual visitation. When it came unto him, 
he followed after it, and, for as long as the Lord 
granted it unto hiin, he rejoiced in its proiFcrcd 
sweetness. If, whiHe absorbed in thought on z 
journey, he felt some breathings of the divine 
Spirit, he would let his companions go on before, 
and would himeeif stay his sceps^ and turn the new 
itupiration into tmitfutnciis, not receiving the grace 
in vain. Ofttiaies he was rapt in such ecstaiies 
of contemplation as that he was carried («Jt of 
himself, and, while perceiving things beyond mortal 
sense, knew naught of what was happening in the 
outer world around him. 

Thus, when he was passing on a time through 
^^Jiorgo San Scpolcro, a very populous town, riding 
^Bpn an ass because of hiu bodily wt^kness, he met 
^■-crowdfl of folk th.it ran together out of devotion 
unto him. Yet albeit they touched him, and 
delayed his progress, crowding round him and m 
many ways preasiog upon biro, he seemed as one 
that feh naught, and, even as though he had 
been a dead body, perceived no whit what was 
being done around him. Accordingly, when they 
had long since pasiMxl thruuj^h the town :uid !eit 
the crowds behind them, and had come unio a 
certain leper settlement, thai contemplator of 
heavenly things, like one reluming from another 
world, anxiouitty enquired when they would draw 
nigh unto Borgo. For his mind, intent on 
heavenly glories, had not perceived the changes of 
place and time, nor of the foW vVw to«. ^«to,. 
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Love of And that this oft befell bim, ihe repeated ex- 
sotitude pcricLcc of his cumpaniunH attested. 

3. Moreover, — as he had experienced in prayer 
that the Imiged-for presence of the Holy Spirit 
voBchsafed itself by so much the more intimately 
unto Buppliants as it found them removed from 
ttie noise of worldlin8a|^ — he would seek lonely 
places, going to pray by night in solitudes and in 
deserted churches. There ofttimes he endured 
dire auaults from demons, who, fltniggling with 
him in perceptible form, strove to disturb him rn 
his exercise of prayer. But he, furnished with 
heavenly arms, the mure desperate bia etirmies' 
attack, was rendered by eo much the more strong 
in might and fervent in prayer, saying with con- 
fidence unto Christ : " Hide me under the shadow 
of Thy wings, from the wicked that oppreKs me." 
But unto the demona he would say : " Do unto 
me aught that ye can, evi] and false epima. For 
ye have no power, save that which ia gratiiied you 
from the divine hand, and here am I, rrady to 
bear with all gladnetiJi all things whatsoever that 
has decreed to intUct upon me." Thfn the proud 
drnionK, not able to brook this constancy of mind, 
retreated in confunion. 

4. But the man of God, remaining alnne and 
at peace, filled the woods with his sighing, be- 
dewed the ground with his tears, and beat his 
breast with hiti hands, and, like one who hath 
g.iined a secret and hidden thing, spake familiarly 
with his Lord. There he made answer umn his 
Judge, there he made supplication unto bis Father, 
there he held converse with his Friend, there too 

he wa/t at times heard by the Brethren, who out 
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filial pi«y watched him, to invoke the divine Ecs 
mercy for Binners with cries and wailings, yea, *od rem 
and to lament aloud as though the Lord's Passion '*tions 
were set before bis eyes. There he was beheld 
[Maying by night, his hands stretched out after the 
manner of a Cross, his whale body uplifted from 
the earth, and wrapt in a shining cloud, as though 
the wondrouB illumination of the body were a 
witness unto the M'ondrous enlightenment of his 
mind. There, moreover, as is attested by sure 
signit, the unknown and hidden ihirgs of the 
divine wisdom were laid bare unto him, albeit he 
did not publish them abroad, save in so far as the 
love of Cbrirt constrained him, and the prolit 
of hix neighbours demninded. For he would say : 
** For a triHing gain, one may chance to lose a 
priceless thing, and may easily provoke him that 

»gaTe it lo give no more." 
When he returned from his private prayers, in 
the which he became changed aimnst into another 
man, he endeavoured with all diligence to make 
himself like unto others, lest perchance that which 
was flhewn outwardly should by the breatlj of 
popular applauiie depart 'from the gain within. 
Whensoever he was rapt on a sudden in public, 
and visited iif the Lord, he would alway make 
some pretext unto them that stood by, lest the 
intimate visitations of the- Spouste should be pub- 
lished abroad. When that he was praying among 
the Brethren, he utterly avoided coughings, groatH 
ings, hard breathing, and outward gentTircs, either 
because he hved secrecy, or because, shutting 
himsetf up within himself, he was wholly borne 
■wa^r- unto God. Ofuimea he vio\i4 «^iiJt ^sa 
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Humbte this wiac unto hifl intimate companions : ** When 

reticence the servant of God is visited of God in prayer, 

d^^e lit* au)>ht to say ' This comfort, O Lord, Thou 

visita- ^"^^ *^"' ^''**"' heaven unto me, a sinner and uq- 

tions worthy, and I commit it unto Thy care, for that 

I feci me to be a thief of Thy treasure.' When, 

therefore, he rctumcth from praying, he ought 

thus to shew himself as a little poor one and a 

sinner, not as one who hath attained unto any new 

grace." 

5. Ooce when rhe man of God was praying in 
the place of the Little Portion, it chanced that 
the Bishop of Asjiisi came to visit him, is was 
his wont. He at once on entering the place 
betook him unto the cell wherein the servant of 
Christ was praying, with more boldness than was 
seemly, and, knocking at the door, was about to 
enter ; but, ua he thrust in his head, and beheld 
the Saint in prayer, a sudden trembling gat hold 
of him, his limbs became rigid, and he lost the 
power of speech ; then suddenly he was driven 
forth by force, by the divine wdl, and with 
returning steps was led afar otF. All astotiied, 
the Bishop h.-iitteDed unto the Brethren with all 
the speed he might, and, God restoring unto hjm 
bis speech, with his first words he declared his 
fault. 

It befell on a time that the Abbot of the Mon- 
astery of Saint Justin in the diocese of Perugia 
met the servant af Christ. Beholding him, the 
devout Abbot with all speed aUghted from his 
horse, that he might both do reverence unto the 
man of God and hold some converse with him 
coacemiag his soul's welfare. At length, their 
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sweet coofcrence aver, the Abbot, iis he departed, Hi» inter 
humbly besought that prayers should be offered cesaioD 
on his behalf. Unto whom ihc man dear uiwo 
God made answer : " I will pray for ihce with 
goodwill." Accordingly, when the Abbot had 
departed a )itt!e space, the faithfiil Francis spake 
unto his companion: "Tarry for me awhile, 
Brother, for I am minded to pay the debt that 

■ i have promifted." While, then, he was praying, 
\oa a sudden the Abbot felt in his spirit an un- 
wonted glow and a sweetness hitherto unknown, 
in such wise as that he was carried out of himself 
in an ecstasy, and wholly loosed from himself and 
absorbed in God. This lasted but for a brief 
space, after which he came unto himself again, 
and recognised the efficacy of the prayer of Saint 
Francis. Thenceforward he did aJway bum with 
greater love toward the Order, and recounted 
this event unto many as a miracle. 

6, The holy man was wont to say the Canonical 

Hours before God not leas reverently than dcvoutSy. 

^B For albeit he suffered from infirmities of the eyes, 

^Pihe stomach, spleen, and liver, yet would he ne\-cr 

lean against an outer or inner wall, while he was 

intoning them, but alway said the Hours standing 

upright, and without his hood, not letting his ej-M 

roam about, nor cutting short his words. If he were 

^L On a journey, he would, when the time came, stay 

V his Htcps, nor wotild he omit this reverent and holy 

habit for any storm of rain. For he would wty : 

" If the body necdeth quiet when it nartaketh of the 

bread that, lilce iue\t\ shall become rood for worms, 

with how much peace and calm doth it behove the 

•oul to receive the Bread of Life *. " Ow^ww^^ 
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Ef did he consider himself to have Btumbled if ever, 
■ **"! while giving himself unto prayer, hia tnJnd waa led 
reco ec- jj^fay of yiupty faataiiics. When anything of the 
like hajipened, he made mention thereof in cod- 
feaaon, that he might forthwith atone for it. This 
carneEtnosB he had so turned into an habit that right 
seldom did he suffer from Aies of this sort. 

One Lcrt, he had made a iittle vase^ that he 
might fil] up his spare moments, and they not be 
utterly wasted. But foraotnuch as while saying 
Tierce this came into his memory and a Iktle 
distracted his mind, he, moved by the fervour of 
his spirit, burnt the little vaae in the fire, saying : 
" I will sacrifice it unto the Lord, Whose i>acri6ce 
it hath hindered." It was his wont to say the 
Psalms with mind and spirit 35 attcnt as though he 
saw God presoit before his eyes, and when the 
Name of the Lord occurred therein, he seemed to 
refresh his very lips with the savour of its sweetness. 
He was fiiin that that same Name of the Lord, not 
alone when it was meditated upon, but also when 
it was uttered j>r written, should be honoured with 
an especial reverence, and at times he would prevail 
on the Brethren to collect all papers with writing 
upon tliem, wheresoever they might find tKem, and 
to lay them in some seemly place, lest perchance 
that sacred Name might happen tu be written 
lliereon, and &o trodden underfoot. And when he 
uttered or heard the Name of Jesus, he was titled 
with an inward rejoicing, and seemed all transfigured 
outwardly, as though some honey-sweet taste had 
soothed his palate, or some melodious sound his ear. 
7. Now three years before his death it befell 
tiut he was minded, at the town of Grecciu, to 
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lelu'tte the memory of the Birth of the Child The 

cith all the axided HuLemnity that he might, Presepio 

T the kiiMlluig of devotion. That this might rot, pV_--- 
seem an innoration, he simghc and obtained Jiccnsc 
from the Supreme Puotiff^ nod then made ready a 
manger, and bade hsy, Ictgether with an ox and an 
ass, be brought unto the apai. The Brethren were 
called together, the folk assembled, the wood 
echoed with their voices, and that august night 
;»afl made radiant and sioieinn with many bright 
lights, and with tuneful and sonoruus praisca. The 
man of God, filled with lender love, stood before 
the manger, bathed in tears, and overdowing with 
joy. Solemn Masses were celebrated over the 
manger, Francis, the Levite of Christ, chanting 
the Holy Gospel. Then he preached unto the 
folk standing round of the Birth of the King in 
poverty, calling Him, when he wished to name 
Him, the Child of Bethlehem, by reason of his 
tender love for Him. A certain knight, valorous 

,d true, Messer John of Greccio, who for the 
love of Christ had left the secular army, and was 
bound by closest friendship unto the man of God, 
declared that he beheld a little Child right fair to 
see sleeping b thai manger. Who seemed to be 
awakened from sleep when the blesacd Father 
Francis embraced Him in both arms. This visiai 
of the devout knight is rendered worthy of belief, 
not alone through the holiness of him that beheld 
it, but is also confirmed by the truth that it set 
forth, and wiihal proven by the miracles that 
followed iu I'or the ersample of Francis, if 
meditated upon by the world, must needs stir up 
•luggisb hearts unto the faith oi Q\ixvtf^ -ix^ "^ 
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A hay that was kept back from the manger by the 

blessing folk proved a mairellouB remedy for sick beasts, 

therefrom ^^^ ^ prophylactic against divers other plagues, 

God magnifying by all means His servant, and 

making manifest by clear and miraculous portents 

the efficacy of his holy prayers. 



CHAPTER XI 



H'un, 



I OP HIS UNDERSTANUINO OF THE SCRIPTITRES, AND 
OP HIS SPIKIT OP PROPHECY 

Unto auch a tranqutUity of mind had his 
nwearied zeal for prayer and continuous practice 
(irtje brought the nan of God that — albeit he 
had no instruction or learning in the sacred 
writings — yet, illumined by the beams of eternal 
li^htf he searched the deep things of the Scrip- 
tures with msrvcllouii intelle<:tual discemnient. 
For his genius, pure from all stain, penetrated 
into the hidden places of the myatcricn, and, 
where the learning of a theologian tarrieth with- 
out, the feelings of the lover led him in. At 
times he would read in the sacred books, and 
whatsoever had once been pre&ented unto his mind 
became indelibly imprinted on his memory, for it 
was not in vain that he comprehended by hcanog 
and by an attcnt mind that which he ever medi- 
tated upon with the love of an unceasing devotion. 
Once when the Brethren asked whether it were 
his will that the clerks that had been already 
received into the Order should devote themselves 
cnlo the study of Holy Scripture, he made 
answer : " It ie indeed my will, yet for so long 
alone as they follow the example of Christ, Who, 
we read, prayed more than He read, and for so 
long aa they do not lose their zeal foi ^Ti'*j«,t«R 
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study only that they may know how they oaght 
to speak ; rathrr let tbem study that ihry may be 
docTfl of the word, and, when they have done it, 
may set fonh onto ochen what they too should 
do. I am fain, (saith he), that my Brethren 
fhould be learners of the Gospel^ and thus make 
progrew in knowledge of the tniih, that they 
should grow to the parity of guileleameM, ao diat 
they sever not the hannlessnesa o( the dove from 
the wisdom of the serpent, which twain the 
greatest Teacher hath joined together with His 
blessed mouth." 

2. Being asked at Siena by a certain devout 
man, a doctor of sacred theology, conceniing 
sundry problems hard of undcntanding, he laid 
bare the hidden things of the divine wisdom with 
such iDminoQS exposition that that learned man 
was mightily astonied, and exclaimed in amaz^ 
ment ; " Verily, the theology of this holy Father, 
borne aloft by pcnty and mcditaiioQ aa though by 
wingK, is as a ilytng eagle, while our learning 
creepeth on its belly on the earth." For, albeit 
he were unskilled in speech, yet, full of learning, 
he unravelled the knots of prot^ems, and the 
thing that was hid he brought forth into the light. 
Nor was it unfitting that the holy man itbould 
receive from God an understanding of the Scrip- 
tores, seeing that by the imitation of Christ he 
fiilfilled and set fonh in his deeds their perfi?ct 
truth, and by the abundant anointing of the Holy 
Spirit had within him, in his own heart, an in- 
structor therein. 

3. So mightily did the spirit of prophecy shine 
/d/tA in hilt) that he both foreknew what was to 
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come, and beheld the secrets of men's hearts, snd The Cni 

perceived absent things as though they were saders 

present, and in wondrous wise manifested his owe ?'J*"°^' 

, , . y, ished 

presence unto ihem that were abfiert. r or on a 

time when the Christian army was besieging 
Damictta, the man of God was present, fortified 
not by arms but by faiib. When on the day of 
battle the Christians were preparing them for the 
confiict, and the Bcrvant of Christ heard thereof, 
he groaned bitterly, and «aid unto his companion : 
** If they essay to join battle, the Lord hath 
wn mc that it will not fare well with the 
Christiana ; but, if I say this, I shall be accounted 
a fool ; if I keep silence, I shall not escape the 
reproach^ of my conscience. What, then, dost 
thou advise ? " His compaiiion replied : " Brother, 
do thou esteem it but a li^ht thing to bcr judged 
of men, for that thou dost not now make a begin- 
ning of Wing accounted a fool. U:iburden thy 
conscience, .ind fear God rather than men." 
Hearing this, the herald of Christ hastened forth, 
and approached the Christians with siilutary warn- 
ings, forbidding the battle, and prophesying its issue. 
The truth wsK untn them aK a vain tale, they 
hardened their hearts and would not turn back. 
They went into the field, they joined battle, they 
fought, and the entire Christian host was put to the 
rout, thus winning shame, not triumph, as the end- 
ing of the warfare. In this dread defeat, the 
Christian host was so dimim&hed that there were 
about six thousarvd slain or captured. Thereby 
was it clearly made manifest that the wisdom of 
tbepoor man, Francis, had not been meet for con- 
ttmptf for the mind of a ngUleou^ wvAtv "w wsct*- 
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The time wont to tell hini more than aevea watchmen, 
Knifflit that sit above in an high tower, 
^f CeUno ^ ^, another time, when he was returned 
from beyond seas, and had come unto CcI^ldo to 
preach, a certain Knight with humble devoutnesa 
and great ioiportunity btited him to (Une with 
him. He came accordingly unto the house of 
the Knight, and the whole household rejmced 
0¥er the coming of their poor guests. Before 
they partoolc of the cneaE, Francis, as he was 
wont, stood with eyes uplift to heaicn, with a 
dcvojt mind offering unto God prayers and 
praises. His prayer ended, he called aside his 
kindly host in famiiiar wise, and thus ad- 
dressed him : "Lo, my brother and host, yield- 
ing unto thine importunity I hare come unto 
thy house to eat. Do thou now yield speedily 
unto my exhartations, forasmuch as thou shaJt eat 
not here, but eUewhere. Confess now thy sing, 
aiK) be contrite with the grief of a true repentance, 
nor let aught abide in thee that thaxt dust not lay 
bare in nbcere couiessiun. The Lord will re- 
ward thee this day for that thou hast received 
His poor with such devoutness." The Knight 
yielded forthwith unto the words of the holy man, 
unto who«e companion he disclosed idl his sins in 
COnftMBJon, and then set his hou^c in order, and 
prepared himself, in so far as he might, for death. 
At length they snt down to table, and, while the 
rest were beginning to cat, the host on a sudden 
gave up the ghost, carried off by a stidden death 
according unto the word of the man of God. 
And thus it befell, by the merits of his gracious 
hogpitslhyf that, according onto the Word of 
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ith, "He that receiveth a prophet shall rec«ve The 



a prophet's reward " ; for by the prophetic pre- wicked 
diction of the holy man that devout Knight made Pf^hea- 
himself ready against the sudden anset of death, ^^ 
inasmuch as, fortified by the weapona of penitence, 
he was able to e&cajie eternal condemnatioD and 
enter into the everlaeting tabernacles. 

5. Once on a time, while the holy man was lying 
sick at Rieti, a prebendary, Gideon by name, a 
man unstable and worldly, that had bei>n stricken 
with a sure diBease and was lying in hifl bed, was 
brought unto him, and with tears besought him— 
as did the bystanders— that he woxild make over 
him the sign of the Cross. Unto him he said : 
" Since aforetime thao wert living after the lusts 
of the Hesh, not fearing the judgements of God, 
bow can I sign thee with the Cross ? Howbeit, 
for the sake of the devout prayers of these that 
plead for thee, I will make over thee the sign of 
the Cross in the name of the Lord. Yet be thou 
well assured that a worse thing will befall ihep if, 
when thou hast been set free, thou shalt return 
unto thy vomit. For the sin of ingratitude ever 
bringeth with it worse evils than were suffered 
afore." Then, when the sign of the Cross was 
made over him, at once he that had lain paralysed 
rose up whole, and, breaking forth into God's 
praises, " I," saith he, "am set free!" His bonea 
cracked within him, in the hearing of many, even 
■8 when dry wood is broken by the hand. Yet when 
but a short time had passed by, he forgat God, and 
again yielded his body unto unchascity. When 
one evening he had supped in the house of a cer- 
tain Canon, aiid was sleeping ihete \ivw. m^X> w* •» 



1 




A. dcTont sudden the roof of the house fell in above them ail. 
lady Kut while the rest escaped death, that wretched 
blcssea (jj^jj ajpnc waa overtaken and cut off. Thun by a 
righteoua judgement of God the last state of iha: 
man was worse than the first, by reason of hts sb 
of ingratitude, and contempt of God, since it had 
behoved him to be grateful for the pardon that he 
had gained, aiid since a crime when repeated ifl 
twofold an fltfence. 

6. On another time, a. devout woman of noble 
birtli came unto the holy man to unfold her grief 
unto him and to ask a remedy. Now fihe had a 
right cruel husband, from whom she suffered op- 
pOBJlion in the service of Christ, wherefore she 
besought llie holy man that he would pray for 
him that God would deign to soften his heart 
with His own mercy. Hearing this, Francis said 
unto her, " Go in peace, and confidently await 
from thine huaband the comfort that he shall 
speedily afford thee." And lie added: "Say 
unto him from God ^id icam me that dqw is the 
day of mercy, hereafter tlut of ju&tice." When 
he had blesBcd her, the woman returned, found 
her husband, and declared what had W-en spoken. 
Then the Holy J^pirit fell ujion him and changed 
him into a new man, making him in all gentleness 
rejjly tbus : " Lady, k-l ua serve the Lord, and 
save our souls. ' Then by the persuasions of his 
devout wife for many years they lived a life of con- 
tinence, and both on the same day departed unto 
the Lord. Of a truth, we must marvel at the might 
of the spirit of prophecy that was found in the man 
of God, through the which he restored unto with- 
e/mi hfiibs iheir power, and impressed on hard 
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hearts godliness ; albeit no less inuBt we be aa- His 
tooied at the clear perception of that spirit^ know- 
whereby he so foreknew the issue of" future events f Kf 
that he could search even the flccret things of fytufe 
men's consciences, having obtained, like another 
Elisha, a double portion of the spirit of Elias. 

7. Once when al Siena he had decisirely fore- 
told unto a ccruin friend some events that should 
come lo [1^88, that learned man— of whom men- 
tion hath been made above an to his conferring 
with him about the Scriptures — heard thereof, 
and, doubting, asked the holy Father whether be 
had said tlir things that he had heard from the 
narration of that other. 'I'hen Francis not only 
declared that he had so spoken, but also foretold by 
prophecy that man's own end, who was thus ask- 
ing concerning another. And that he might tlie 
more surely impress this on his heart, he revealed 
onto him a certain hidden scruple of his con- 
science, which that man had never laid bare unto 
any living, and by thus roarrcliouslT revealing the 
same he explained it, and by his salutary counsels 
laid it low. To confirm the truth of all this, it 
belell that that name devout man came unto his 
end at the last in the manner foretold him by the 
•enrint of Christ. 

8. Once, moreover, when be was reluming from 
beyond sea, with Brother Leonard of Assini as 
hit companion. It chanced that, worn out and 
weary as he was, he was riding on an ass. His 
compantoo, as he followed him, — himself no little 
wearied, — began to say within himself, with a 
touch of himian weakness : " This man's family 
was not of e>qual standing w\tVv TCiwm; o>»ift. K-wi*. 
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and of now, look yoo, he rideth, and I on fooc lead his 
men'i ase." Eren ati he thus reasoned, the holy man 
bearts forthwith dismounted from the asa, saying ; " It U 
not fitting, Urotlier, that 1 should ride, and thou 
walk afoot, for that in the world thou wert of 
nobler birth and more standing than I." Then the 
Brother was dumb with Bmazement, aod blushed 
for shame, and, perceiving his feult, fell at the 
other's feet, which he bedewed with tears, and 
laid bare what had been his thought, and im]>lored 
pardon. 

9. A certain Brother, deroted unto God, and 
unto the servant of Christ, oft meditated in hiB 
heart how that one must be meet for ihe divine 
grace whom the holy man embraced with intimate 
friendship, yet neverthelesji he thought himself 
considered of God ss a stranger, outtjidc the number 
of the c!ect. Being, then, ofttimcs harassed by 
the or coming of such thoughts, he ardently desired 
the intimate friendship of the man of God, yet did 
not lay bare unto any the secret of his heart ; htm 
the kindly Father called gently unto him, and thus 
addressed : " Let no thoughts disturb thee, my 
son, for I hold thee most dear, and antongst those 
most especially dear unto me I do gladly bestow 
upon thee the gift of my friendship and my love." 
Thereat th^ Ilrother niarveUed, and from being 
dcTOUt beca me ever more devout, and not only 
increased in love of the holy man, but was also 
laden, through the gift of the grace of the Holy 
S piric, with greater endowments. 

Now while Francis was sojourning on Mount 
Alveroa, secluded in hia cell, one of hU com- 
panioRs did mightily desire lo poGnesH some of 
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words of tlie Lord written by his hand, and with He 
brief notes thereupon. For, having it, he believed ^"^*'' 
that he might escape a grievous temptation, DOt of j^*^^* 
the fleshf but of the spirit, by the which he was 
diBtrcBsed, or assuredly might be enabled to bear 
it more easily. While he was pining with such a 
desire, he suffered torments within, being overcome 
with shamef&stncss, nor daring to lay the matter 
before his venerated Father, liut though man told 
it not imco him, the Spirit revealed it. For he bnde 
the Brother aforesaid bring unto him ink and 
parchment, and according unto the desire of the 
Brother he wrote with his own hand the praises of 
the Lord thereon, and linally, a blessing for him, 
saying : ** Take unto thyself this parchment, and 
keep it with care until the day of thy death.'" 
The Brother received the gift he had so desired, 
and forthwith that temptation utterly departed from 
him. The writing was preserved, and forasmuch 
as in later days it wrought miracles, it became a 
witness unto the virtues of Francis. 

lo. Now there WM a Brother eminent, in bo 
$tr 08 outward appearance went, for bin 8anctity, 
distinguished in his converse, yet somewhat nngular 
in bearing. Devoting his whole time unto prayer, 
be observed silence with such rigour as that he was 
wont to make his confession not by words, but by 
nods. Now it chanced that the holy Father came 
unto that place and beheld the Brother, and spake 
concerning him with the other Brethren. When 
they all praised and gloriiied him, the man of God 
made answer : " Beware, Brethren, lest ye praise 
unto me in him the deceitful semblances of the 
devil. Know in truth that tKre tt a \e«v\Aa.ut«i ^ 
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Diicern- the devil, and a deceitful marc." The Brethren 

raent of wrrc loih to believe this, judging it aimnsl impos- 

*?^* Bible that the devices of a false seeming should 

(m^ adorn themselves with so many evidences of 

perfectioD. Yet of a truth, on his leaving the 

Religion not niaDy days after, it was manifestly 

seen with what clearness of inward vision the man 

of God had discerned the secrets of his heart. 

Afier this manner he would predict with irre- 
fragable truth the fall of many who seemed to 
stand^ but also the conrerston unto Christ of many 
who were turned aside, so that he seemed to have 
approached unto the mirror of eternal light to gaze 
therein, and by its womdrous radiance the sight of 
his mind surely perceived things that were absent 
in bodily form, even as chough they wete present. 

1 1. Thus, on a time when his Vicar was holding 
a Chapter, and he himHelf waa In his celt praying, 
he was a mediator between the Brethren and 
God. For when one of them, sheltering himself 
under some cloak of defence, would not yield 
himself up unlo dincipline, the holy man beheld 
this in spirit, and called one of [he Brethren, and said 
unto him : *' I saw, Brother, the devil sitting upon the 
back of that disobedient Brother, holding his neck 
gripped, for he, driven by auch a master, spuming 
the bridle of obedience, had given the reins unto 
his instincts. And when 1 besoiight God for the 
Brother, at once ihc devil withdrew in confusion. 
Go then and bid the Brother yield his neck with 
all speed unto the yoke of holy obedience." The 
Brother, exhorted by the mcfiaenger, forthwith 
turned unto God, and humbly threw himeelf at the 
/t« of the Vicar. 



rHIS SPIRIT OF PROPHECY 123 ■ 

1 1. Again, it befell on a time that two Brethren of tecr«|f 
nad come from afar unto the hermitage of Grcccio, desires, 
that they might behold the man of God, and carry *" ' 
away with ibem his blessing, the which they had 
long time coveted. They came and foiind him 
not, for that he had returned from the common 
dwelling-place unto hi» cell, wherefore they were 
departing djucoasolately. Lo, as they were with- 
drawing, I'Tsnciii, who cuiild have known naught 
by human perception of their arrival or departure, 
contrary unto his wont came forth of his cell, 
called after them, and, according unto thctr desire, 
made the sign of the Cross over them, blessing 
them in the name of Christ. 

I 3. Once two Brethren were come from Terra 
di Lavoro, the elder of whom had given «omc 
offence unto the younger. But when they came 
before the Father, he asked of the younger how 
the Brother that was his companion had bcba%'ed 
toward htm on the way. On his mnking answer : 
** Well enough," he renponded : " Beware, Brother, 
that thou lie not under pretext of humility, for I 
know, I know,~do thou wait a while and thou 
shall sec." The Brother was mightily ar.toni€?d 
in what wise he had perceived in spirit what had 
taken place so far off. Accordingly, not many 
days after, he that had given the offence unto the 
Brother, Kpurning the Religion, went out utterly, 
aol seeking pardon from the Father, nor submit- 
ting unto the discipline of correction that was his 
due. Thus two things were made manifest at the 
fiame time in the niin of this one man, to wit, the 
justice of the divine judgments, and the dear 
vision of the spirit of prophec'^. 
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Da^d, l4> In what wise Francis showed himself present 
Peter, unto them that were absent, by the working of 
P *".'* the divine power, is clearly apparent from what 
hath been afore rcUtcd, if we recall unto mind 
how in his absence he appeaml luitu the Brethren 
a$ one tranBCgured, in a chnriot of fire, and how 
at the Chapter of Aries he shewed himself with 
arms outstretched after the hltenefts of a CroM. 
This we must believe to have been wrought by 
the dirine ruling, that by the miraculous appear- 
ance of his bodily presence it might be abundantly 
erident how that his spirit was present in and 
penetrated by the light of the eternal wisdom, 
which is more moving than any motion, and goeth 
through all things by reason of her pureness, and 
entering into hoty souls makcth them friends of 
God, and prophets. i*or the most exalted Teacher 
is wont to reveal His mysteries unlo the babes 
and simple, aa waa first seen in David, the moet 
lofty of the Prophets, and afterward in the Prince 
of the Apostles, Peter, and lastly in Francis, the 
little poor one of Christ. For these, albeit they 
were simple, and unskilled in letters, were made 
famous by the teaching of the Holy Spirit j the 
first a shepherd, to feed the flock of the Synagogue 
that was brought forth out of Egypt ; the second 
a fisher, to fill the great net of the Church with 
a multitude of believers ; the last a merchantman, 
to buy the pearl of Gospl life, when that he had 
sold and disposed of all things ft>r the sake of 
Christ. 
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.PTER XII 

OF THE EFFICACY OF HIS PREACHISG, AND OF 
HIS GIFT OF HF-AUNr. 

I. Tke truly fakhrul servant and minister of Saint 
hriat, Francis, that he might faithfully and per- ^^*°^*. 
fectly fiilfil all things, strove most chiefly to cxer- Ijwifir 
CISC those virtues that he knew, by the guidance ^q gi,g 
of the Holy Spirit, were most pleasing unto his himself 
God. Wherefore it came to pass that he fell 
into great striving with himself by reason of a 
doubt, the which that he might end, — on hi» 
return after many days of prayer, — he set before 
the Brethren that were hta intimates. " What," 
saith he, **do ye counsel^ Brethren, what do ye 
commend J Shall 1 devote myself unto prayer, 
or I shall go about preaching ? Of a truth, I 
that am litdc, and simple, and rude in speech 

ve received more grace of prayer than of apeak- 
ig. Now in prayer, there seenieth to be the 
gain and heaping up of graces, in preaching, a 
certain giving out of the gifts ^ecc^^ed from 
heaven ; in prayer, again, a cleansing of the in- 
ward feelings, and an union with the oite, true, 
and highest good, together with a strengthening 
of virtue ; in preaching, the spiritual feet wax 
dusty, and many things distract a man, and dis- 
cipline is relaxed. Finally, in prayer, we speak 

tb God and hear Him, and lire as it were the 
of Angels, while we converse with Angels ( 
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5ray«r in preaching, we must needs practise much Con- 
or to deficensiao toward mrn and living among them 
■""^ ' as fellow-men must think, s«-, say, and hear iiuch 
' things as pertain unto men. Yet one thing is 

thtre to set against thcae, the which in God's 
sight would fleeni to weigh more than they all, to 
wit, that the only-begotten Son of God, Who is the 
highest wifidom, left Hia Father's bosom for the 
salvation of aoulfl, that, instructing the world by 
His cnsample, He might preach the word of salva- 
tion unto men, whom He both redeemed at the 
cost of His sacred Blood, and cleansed in a lavcr 
and gave them to drink, keeping back miught of 
Himself, but for n»ir salvation freely bestowing 
all. And forasmuch as we ought to do all things 
after the pattern of chose things that was shewn 
UB in HiTTi afi on the lofty mount, it set-meth that 
it might be more acceptable unto Cod that, laying 
aside leisure, I ehould go forth unto the work." 
And albeit for many days he pondered over 
fiuch sayings with the Brethren, he could not of 
a surety discern whether of the twain he should 
choose as more truly pleiising unto Chri&t. For 
albeit he had known many wondrous things through 
the spirit of prophecy, he was not able thereby to 
resolve this question clearly, the providence of 
God better ordaining^ eo that the merit of preach- 
ing might be made evident hy an heavenly oracle, 
and the humility of Christ^s servant be kept intact. 
a. He, true Brother Minor, was not ashamed 
to ask little things from those less than himself, 
albeit be had learnt great things from the greatest 
Teaciicr. For with an cspecuil zetil he was wont 
"» enquire after what way and manner of life he 
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might most perfectly serve God according unto Counsel 
Hi« will. This was his highest philosophy, this of Saint 
his highest desire, so lon^ as he lived, ao that he ^^r 
would enquire of wise and simple, of perfect and Silvester 
imperfect, of young and old, in what wiac he 
might with most holiness attain unto the summit 
of perfection. Therefore, calling unto him twain 
of the Brethren, he sent them unto Brother 
Silvester, — he that had seen the Cross proceeding 
from hiG mouth, and was at that time giving him- 
self up unto continuous prayer in the mountain 
above Aseijii, — thit he might seek an answer from 
God concerning this doubt, afKl announce it unto 
him from the Lord. This same bidding he laid 
upon the holy virgin Clare, that through eome of 
the purer and simpler of the virgins that were 
living under her rule, yea, and through her own 
prayers united with those of the other Sisters, she 
might ascertain the will of the Lord tonching this 
matter. The reverend priest and the virgin vowed 
onto God were marvellously in agrecmeni con- 
cerning this, ihe Holy Spirit revealing it unto 
them, to wit, that it was the divine will that the 
herald of Christ shouJd go forth tu preach. 
When, therefore, the Brethren returned, and, 
according unto what they had heard, pointed out 
the will of God, Francis forthwith rose and 
girded himself, and with(jut any delay set forth 
on his Journey. And with such fervour did he 
go, to fuliil the divine tchetit, ;iiid with such speed 
did he hasten on his way, that he seemed~the 
hand of the Lord being upon him — to hare put 

^■oo new power from heaven. 

^^ 3. When he drew nigh unto Beragna he came 
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Sermon unto a qKit wherein a great muldtade of birds 
, to the of divcni speciw were gathered together. When 
the holy man of God perceived ihem, he ran 
- with all speed unto the place and greeted them as 
if they shared in human understanding. They 
on their part all awaited him and turned toward 
him, those that were perched on bushes bending 
their heads an he drew nigh them, and looking oa 
him in unwonted wise, while he came right among 
them, and diligently exhorted them all to hear the 
word of God, saying : " My brothers the birds, 
much ought ye to praise your Creator, Who hath 
clothed you with feathers and given you wings to 
fiy, and hath made over unto you the pure air, 
and carcth for yom without your taking thought for 
yourselves." While he was speaking unto them 
these and other Jike words, the little birds— be- 
having themaekes in wondrous wiae — began to 
stretch their necks, to spread their wings, to open 
their beaks, and to look intently on him. He, 
with wondrous fervour of apirit, passed in and out 
among them, touching them with his habit, nor 
did one uf them move from the spot until he had 
made the sign of the Cross over ihcm and given 
them leave ; then, with the blessing of the man 
of God, they all ilew away together. All these 
things were witnessed fay his companions that 
stood awaiting him by the way. Returning unto 
them, the simple and holy man began to blame 
himself for neglect in that he had not afore then 
preached unto the birds. 

4. Thence, while going among the ivctghbour- 
ing places to preach, he came unto a town named 
Alviano, where, when the folk were gathered 
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together and silence had been bidden, ho oouFd The 
yet sctirce be heard by reason of the swallows swallowi 
that were there buildiog their nests, and iwitler- .^*P 
ing with Hhrill cries. The man of God, in the ^^^ 
hearing of all, addrcaiied them, and said : " My 
sisters the ewailows, 'tis now time that I too 
should apeak, 6eetng that until now ye have B&id 
your say. Hearken unto the word ijf God, and 
keep Bilence, until the preaching of the Lord be 
ended." Then they, as though gifted with 
understiitidin^, on a sudden fell silent, nor moved 
from the spot until the whole preaching was 
finished. All they that saw it were filled with 
amazement, and glorified God. The report of 
this nun-el spread on all sides, and kindled in 

• many reverence for the Saint^ and devotion unto 
the Biith. 
5. Again, in the city of Parma, n echolar of 
gOAd diApAsition that with his cotnradea was busily 
intent on study, was troubled by chc importunate 
twittering of a certain swallow, and began to say 
unto his comrades: **'l'hr8 sw.illow is one of 
tho«e that troubled the man of God, Francis, on 
a time when he was preaching, until he bade them 
be silent," Then, turninj; unto the swallow, with 
all confidence lie aaid : " In the name of Francis, 
the eervant of Gcid, I bid thee come hither 10 me 
forthwith, and keep silence." Then the bird, 
hearing the name Francis, hke one instructed by 
the teaching of the man of Go<l, at once fell 
nlent, and withal gave herself up into his hands 
as though into ute keej>ing. The ncholar, in 
amantemcnt, forthwith $tx her free again, and heard 
her twittering 00 more. 

K 
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On the f>- Od another tinie» when the servant of God 
leaahore was prencliing on the seashore at Gaeta, crowds 
gathered about him out of devotion, that they 
might touch hini ; whereupon the Bcrvam of Christ, 
ahrinlting from such homage of the folk, leapt 
alone into a little boat that wan lying by the beach. 
And the boat, as though impelled by a reasoning 
power from within, without any rowing put out 
unto «ome distance from land, while all beheld tt 
and man-cllcd. But when it was withdrawn some 
little distance into deep water, it stayed motionless 
uuung the waves, while the holy man pre^iched 
unto the waiting crowds upon the shore. When 
the discourse was ended, and the miracle per- 
ceived, and ht& blessing given, the throng give 
place, in order that they might do mote disturb 
him, and the little boat of its own guidance put ■ 
in again unto ]and. 1 

Who then could be of eo obstinate and wicked 
mind as to despise the preaching of Francis, by 
whose wondrous might it catoe to puss that not 
only crt^iiturcfi lacking reason were amenable unto 
his correction, but that even lifeless objects, aa 
though they had life, ministered unto him while 
preaching ? 

7. Thus there was ever present with His 
servant Francis, in whatsoever he did, He Who 
had anointed him :ind sent him, the Spirit of the 
Lord, yea, and Christ Himself, Who is the power 
of God and the wisdom of God, that he might 
abound in words of healtliful teaching and shine 
in the light of miracles of grcit power. For his 
4peecli waa as a burning iire, penetrating the 
occrets of the heart, and he iilled the minds of all 
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WKti amazemcHt, smcc he hh forth no ;irIorninentfi A 
of men's invenrion, but aavoured of the breath of foffio* 
divine revclutiun. Thus uti a time, when he was 
about to preach to the presence of the Pope and 
the Cardiniila, at the siiggeciCton of the lord 
Bishop of Ostia he had committed unto memory 
a certain carefully prepared sermoi], and, standing 
in the midat to set forth the words of edification, 
found that he had so utterly forgotten it all as 
that he knew not how to s\icn\l a word thereof. 
When with fruitful humility he had confessed 
thin, he set himBelf to invoke the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, and forlhwitli began to pour forth 
word« ao mighty in eifect, and of such wondroua 
power to move the minds of those illustrious men 
unto repentance, as that it was manifestly seen 
Uiat it was not himself that spake, but the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

8. And foraHmuch an he did himself first 
practise that which he afterward preaclied unto 
others^ he feared none that might blame him, but 
did most iaichfuUy preach the truth. It was not 
his way to smooth over the faults of any, but to 
smite thcni, nor to flatter the life of sinners, but 
rather to aim at it with stem reproofs. Unto 
great aod email alike he spake with the same tirm 
spirit, and he would as joyfully address him unto 
few as unto many. Folk of every age and either 
■ex hastened to see and to hear this tnan, newly 
^ven onto the world from heaven. He, indeed, 
as he went throughout divers districts, preached 
the Gospel with fervour, the Lord working with 
him and confirming the word with signs following. 
^■Cor in the power of His Name Francis, the 
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Otvcn herald of the tnith, did catt forth demons, heal 
iBiraclcs the sick, and, what i& more, by the might of hie 
preaching did loften and make penitent hard 
hearts, restoring health unto body and mind at the 
tame ttnu.-, even as the intitaoct-s of his working to 
be cited below give proof. 

9. In the city of Tofcanella, he was devoutly 
entertained as guest by a certain Knight, whoAe 
only snn was crippled from hirth ; at hw own 
urgent entreaty, he raised him with his hands, 
and 80 suddenly made him whole that, in the 
night of all, hiA limbs were all forthwith streng- 
thened, and the boy, made whole and strong, 
rose up at once, walking and leaping and praising 
God. 

In the city of Narm, when, at the entreaty of 
the Bishop, he had made the sign of the Croift 
from head to foot over a certain ptiralytic who 
had lost the use of all his limbs, he restored him 
perfectly unto health. 

In the dioceue of Rieti, a boy that ft-om the 
;ige of four had been tto swollen that l>e could in 
no wise look on his own legs, was brought unto 
him by his mother with tears, and forthwith, 
when the Saint touched him with his holy hands, 
was healed. 

In the city of Orte, a boy wa* so deformed 
that his head rested on his feet, and some of his 
bones were brol:en ; he, when Krancis at the 
learful entreaties of his parenu had made the 
sign of the Cross orcr him, on a sudden stood 
upright, and was from that moment unloosed. 

10. A certain woman in the city of Oubbio 
had both her hands so u-ithered and paralysed 
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that she could do do work widi tliem ; she, vhca 
Francis had made ihe sign of the Croats over her 
io the name oi' the Lord, gained such i^bsolute 
heaibg that, returning home forthwith, she pre- 
IMred with her own b^ds food for him and for 
the poor, even as Peter's wife's mothei did. 

A girl in the town of Uevagna had lost her 
•ight, but when her eyee had been thrice anointed 
with his spittle in the name of the Trinity she 
regained her longed-for sight. 
. A woman in the city of Narni, stricken with 
blindness, wlien the cign of ttic Cioas was made 
over her by Francie, recoTered the sighi she 
yearned fur. 

A boy in Boiugnu had one of his eyes bo 
clouded by a spot that he could 5ee notlung there- 
with, nor dnd relief by any remedy ; howbeit 
when the servant of tjic Lord had made the sign 
of the Crocs over him from besd to foot, he re- 
covered his Bight perfectly, insomuch u that, 
enterinji the Ordta of Brothers Minor thereafter, 
br afHrmpd that he saw far better with the eye 
that aforetime was clouded than with the eye that 
had been alway sound. 

In tlic town of San Gemini, the ficrvant of 
God was received as guest by a certain devout 
man whose wite wa» tormented by a demiMi ; 
after he had prayed, he commanded the demon 00 
obedience to go out from her, and by the divine 
power put him so instantly to flight as that it 
became clearly evident that the iiudacity of 
dcniotH availeth not to remat the power of holy 
obedience. 

In Citta di CastcUo, a raging aikI eril spirit 



of Wl 
be«iingf- 




r 



136 



LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS 



Wit- htfTdld of Chriit was worthy of" revCTence io bin 

□essn miniiitry, w.is of authority in his teachiog, and 

unto hira ^^g ^^^ ^^ marvelled at in his eaintlinwe, and that 

through these virtue» he had preached the Gospel 

of Christ like one that was indeed a nvesi 

of God. 
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]■ It was the custom of that •mgcUc man. Mount 
I'rancis, nrvcr to be slothful ir good, but rather, ^ Vcrn« 
like the heavenly spirits on Jacob's ladder, to be 
ever ascending toward God, or stooping loward his 
oeighbojF. For he had leaml so wisely to apjjur- 
tion the time granted unto him for merit that one part 
thereof he would i<pcnd in labouring (or the profit 
of hi* ticij»h bourn, the other he would devoic unto 
the pcKefijI ecfttasie* of contemplation. Where- 
fore, when according unto the demands of time 
and ]ildce he had stooped to secure the Balv^ition 
of otherg, he would leave behind the disturbances 
of thionf)ii, and seek a hidden solitude and a place 
for silence, wherein, ^vioj; himself up more freely 
unto the Lord, he might bnii>h utf .my duHt thai 
was clinging unto him from hia converse with 
men. Accordingly, two yenra before he yielded 
hb spirit unto heaven, the divine cuuniid ieadinf; 
him, he was brought after nuiny and viiried loiU 
unto an high mountiiin apart, that Ui called Mount 
Alverna. When, according unto his wont he 
began to keep a l.cnt there, foisting, in honour 
of Saint Michael Archangel, he was tilled unto- 
overflowing, and as never before, with the ewcet- 
neu of heavenly contemplation, and was kindled 
with a yet more burning flame of heavenly loog- 
iagH, arid began to feel the gifts of the divine 
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Tht began to a,ppcar in his handa and feet the roarke of 
Sacred tbe iiaila, cvco as he had jurt bt-hdd them in that 
btlgraau j-jgufg qC ^],p (Jrucificd. l'"or his hands and feet 
seemed to be pierced through the midst with nails, 
the heids of the nails ahewing in the painu of the 
handa^ and upper i^idc uf the feet, and their points 
shewing on the other side ; tlie iieada of the naik 
were round and black in the hands and feet, while 
the points were ioii}{, bent, and an it were turned 
back, being formed of the Hesh itself, iind protrud- 
ing therefrom. The right side, moreover, was — 
:i8 if it bad been pierced by a lance — (teamed with 
a ruddy scar, whcrcfrom oittinieB welled tlie sacred 
Mxxxl, fttaining hi« habit .'^nd breeches. 

4. Now the servant of Christ perceived that 
Uic Btigniatii thua manifestly imprinted on his dcah 
could not be hidden from his intimiitc friends ; 
neverthele^v, feuiing to make public the holy 
secret of the Lord, he w.i8 set in .1 great strife of 
questioning, to wit, whether he should tell that 
which he had seen, or should keep it silem. 
Wherefore he called sonK of the Brethren, and, 
speaking unto thcoi in general terms, set before 
them hi6 doubt, .^nd asked their counsel. Then 
one of the Brethren, Illuniinato by name, and 
illuminated by grace, perceiving that he had be- 
held tome mfuvellous things, inasmuch as that he 
wcmed almost stricken dumb with amaze, tuiid 
unto the holy man : " Brother, thou knowest that 
at times the divine secrets are shewn unto thee, 
not only for thine own sake, but for the sake of 
others also. Wherefore, mescemcth thou wouldst 
have reason to fear lest thou shouldst be judged 
guiltv of hiding thy talent, didst thou keep bidden 
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at which thou hast received, which same would He Imt- 

be prolitahle untf> many." At this speech, the ^th the 
holy man was moved, so that, albeit at other times ^o""* 
he was wont to say "My secret to mc,"* he did 
then with much fear narrate in order the vision 
aroresaid, adding that He who had appeared unto 
him had said some words the which, so long as 
he lived, he would never reveal iintn any man. 
Verily we must believe that those utterances oC 
that holy Seraph nuirvcllously appearing on the 
CruSH were so secret that perchance it wiw not 
lawful for .1 man to utter them. 

5. Now after that the true love of Christ had 
tramfornicd His lover into the same image, and after 
that he hnd spent forty days in solitude, as he had 
determined, when the Feast of Saint Michael 
Archangel came, this angelic man, Francis, de- 
scended from the mountain, bearing with him the 
Kkeness of the Crucified, engraven, not on cables 
of stone or of wood, by the craftsman's hand, but 
written on his members nf Heoh by the finger of 
the Living God. And forasmuch as it is good to 
keep close the secret of a King, the msn that 
sham) this so royal secret did ever hide those 
■acred signs as best he might. Howbeit, since it 

naineth unto God to reveal the great things that 
e doth for His glory, the Lord Himwlf, Who 
had iTnprint<Yl thoAc seats upon him in secret, 
wrought divers miracles openly by means thereof, 
that the hidden and wondrous power of those 
stigmata might he demonAtr.it«d by the well-knOWB 
fame of the signs that followed. " '''^ 

6. Thus, in the province of Rieli, there had 

• Im, »xiv, itt (marg. A.V.). 
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__ A prevailed a »ery gtievoiM pUgoc, the whicfa 

peatileacB deruored all oxeo umI iheeii m> cmeily that no 
*^ ** coccoor had been o*' any siaiL But a certain man 
that feared God wai warned at aigbt by a Tisioa to 
go in haioe amo m henmtsgc of the Brecfaren, 
and oboin some wster that bad washed tiie haod« 
and feet of the serrant at God, Froocis, who at 
that time w» sojonniiiig there, and to sprinkle it 
over all the uitmal«. AccordiDgiy, he ro«e at 
dawn, and cacte auto the place, and, hanQg 
secretly obtained tltta waKr m»n the coiapaaioaa 
of the holy tnan, be tprinkled tfaqg with the ihcqi 
aod uxen that were diseased. Wondrous to relate, 
so soon as the sprinklii^, were it bot a drop» fell 
upon the sick animals as they lay on the ground, 
they recovered their fonncr strength, aikd got up 
forthwith, and, as though they had felt do sickness, 
hastened unto the pastures ! Thiis it betell, through 
the marveltoofi virtue of that water that had 
touched the sacred wounds, that the whole plague 
was at once stayed, and the coniagioug sickness 
banished from the llocks and herds. 

7. Id the neighbourhood of the aforesaid 
Mount Alverna, before that the holy roan had 
sojourned there, a clood was wont to arise from the 
mountain, and a fierce hailstorm to lay waste the 
fruits of the earth. But after that ble»$ed vioion, to 
the aoiazement of the inbabitanta, the bail ceaaed, 
that the excellence of that heaTenly apparition and 
the virtue of the Rtigmau that were there imprinted 
might be attested by the very face of the heavens, 
made calm beyond its wont. 

Moreover, it befell 00c vnnter season that, by 
reaiou of his bodily iotirmity, and of the roughness 
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the roads, he was riding on u poor man's asi^ A poor 
aod was obliged lo pass the night under (he edge of ™*" *«*c- 
an overhanging rock, that he might by any means ^o""*** 
escape the inconveniences of the snow and night 
that had ovcrtaitcn them, the which hindered him 
■D that he was not able to reach the place wherein 
|ie was to lodge. And when Francis perceived 
at this man was muttering, sighing, and com- 
plaining, and was tossing himself to and fro, like 
one thinly dad, and unable to sleep by reason of 
the bitter cold,^hc, kbdlcd with the glow of the 
love divine^ touched him with his outstretched 
hand. Marrelloiis to relate, 80 soon as that holy 
hand that bore the burning of the live coal of th« 
Seraph touched him, his scDse of cold was utterly 
banished, and as great a warmth came upon him 
within and without as if the Haming breath from 
the mouth of a furnace had blown upon him. 
Strengthened thereby in mind and body, he slr]it 
more sweetly until the morning among the rocks 
and snow than he had ever done routing in his 
own bed, even an be himself did thereafter dccUif. 

Wherefore it is proven by sure tokens that 
those Mcred seals were imprinted by the might of 
Him Who doth by the miotatry of ticrapbs purity, 
enlighten, and kindle, seeing that they Wuught 
health out of pestilence by driving it forth, and 
with wondrous efficacy bestowed ease and warmth 
upon men's bodies, even as .itter his death wa« 
shewn by yet more clear portents that shall be 
related hereafter in thdr own place. 

8. Francis himaelf, albeit he stroi^e with great 
diligence to hide the treasure found in the field, 
could nevertheless not so conceal it aa that some 
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Testi- should not behold the stigmata m his hands and feet, 
monies although he almost always kept his handB coTcred, 
Sf *" tf ^"*^ ftom that time forth wore sandals on his feet. 
For, while he yet li%'ed, many Brethren saw them, 
who, albeit they were men worthy of all iniist by 
reason of thrir eHpeciai hoiitiess, did yet for the 
removal of all di>ubt swear a solemn oath, laying 
their handii on thrice-holy things, that so h was, 
and that they had seen it. Moreover, some 
Cardinals, during the intimate intercouriie that they 
held with the holy man, beheld them, .ind these 
composed truthful praiaes of the sacred stigraata, 
in prose, and verse, and antiphons, which they 
published in hie honour, giving iheir witness alike 
in word and in writing unto ihe truth. The 
Supreme Pontiff, moreover, the lord Alexander, 
whenas he was preaching in the presence of many 
Brethren, myself among them, declared that he, 
during the lifclinie of the Saint, had beheld with 
hia own eyes thouc sacred stigmata. At the time 
of his death, more than fifty Brethren beheld them, 
as did Clare, that virgin moat devoted nnto God, 
with the rest of her Sistera, and countless seculars, 
many of whom, as shall be told In it^ own place, 
both kiRsed them with devout emotion, and touched 
them with their hands, to confirm their witness. J 
Howbeit, tlie wound In his side he so hetsifiilJy 1 
concealed as thut during hie lifetime none might 
behold it, save by Htealth. Thus one of the 
Brethren, who was wont aolicttouely to tend him, 
— having prevailed on him with holy caution to ■ 
doff his habit that it might be shaken oat, — by I 
looking closely, beheld the wound, and moreover, 
by laying three lingers upon it with an hasty touch, 
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Icamt the extent thereof alike by sight and by Tb**) 
touch. With a Hke precaution the Brother that Standard 
was then his Viair beheM it. And a lirothct ^/r-'hrist 
of wondroua simpHcity, that was his companion, 
while he was rubbing hia shoulder-blades by reason 
of a pain and weakness that he suffered therein, 
put his hand within his hood, and by an accident 
let it fall on the sacred wound, inflicting great 
pain on him. Then ceitir ward he wore his under- 
garments flo mad? as that they reached right unto 
his armpits, to cover the wound in the iide. 
Moreover, the Brethren who washed these, or 
shook Out his habit as occasion demanded, finding 
thitm st.iincd with blood, by this ni,ini('est token 
arritcd at an assured knowledge of the sacred 
wound, whose appearance, revealed thereafter at 
his death, they too, in company uith very many 
others, gazed upon and venerated withal. 

9. Up then, most valiiinc knight of Christ! 
Bear the armour of that most invincible Captain, 
equipped and adumcd wherewith thou shah over- 
come all enemies. Bear the standard of the King 
Most High, the which to look upon inspireth all 
the warriors of the host of God. Bear no leai 
the seal of the Chief Priest, Christ, whereby thy 
words and deeds shall be deservedly received as 
blameless and authoritative by all men. l'"or from 
henceforth, by reason of the marks of' the Lord 
Jesus, which thou dost bear in thy body, let no 
man trouble thee, nay rather, let whosoever is the 
servant of Christ be constrained unto duecpest 
devotion and love for thee. For now by theie 
most clear tokens, — proven, not by the two or 
three witnesses that be enough to establish a 
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Fulfil- matter^ but by a multitude^ orer and above what 
•nent was neceflsary,— the witness of God in thee, 
„?[. * and the things wrought through ihce worthy of 
ail belief, lake trom the intidcls every pretext or 
excuse, while that they Btrenythen believers in 
faith, uplift them by confidence of hope, and 
kindle them with the firt of charity. 

10. Now, verily, ifl that first vision fulfilled, 
which thou saweec, to wit, that thou ithouldst 
become a captain in the warfare of Christ, and 
shouldst be accoutred with heavenly armour, 
marked with the 8tgn of the Cross. Now that 
vision of the Crucified, that, at the outset of thy 
conversion, pierced thy soul with a sword of pity- 
ing sorrow, yea, and the sound of the Voice from 
the Cross, proceeding as though from the exalted 
throne of Christ and His hidden place of atone- 
ment, — as thou didst declare in thy holy converse, 
—are shewn to have been true beyond :i doubt. 
Now, too, the Croas that, an thou madeat pro- 
gresu in thy conversion, was seen of Brother 
Silvester marvel Iouh I y coming forth from thy 
mouth,— the swords, too, that the holy Pacifico 
saw laid crosswise upon thee, piercing thine heart, 
— and thine appearance uplifted in llie air with 
arms outstretched after the manner uf a Cross, 
while the holy Antony was preaching on the title 
of the Cross, as that angelic man, Monaldo, 
beheld } — these all arc verily shewn and proven 
to have been seen, not in imaginations of the 
brain, but by revelation from heaven. Now, 
finally, that vision that was vouchsafed thee toward 
the end of thy life, — to wit, the exalted likeness 
the Seraph, and the lowly Image of Christ 
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ihewo in one, — kindling thee iowardly and mark- The f 
ing thee outwardly as another Angel ascending ^/^ . . 
from the Bunrisicg, having the seal of the Living '-WlSt 
God in thee,— giveth a confirmation of faith unto 
those visions aforesaid, and likirwisc rccciTcch 
from them a witnesti unto its own truth. Lo, 
by these eeven appearances of the Cross of Christ 
in ihcc and about thee, marvellously set forth and 
shewn in order of time, thou hast attained, as 
though by six steps, unco that seventh, where 
thou doat make an end, and rest. For the Cross 
of Christ wag at the outset of thy conversion 
both set before thcc, and taken up by thee, and 
thenceforward as thou itindest progress in thy 
conversion, it was unceasingly sustained by thee 
throughuut thy most holy life, and was shewn as 
an cnsatnplc unto others with s^ch dearnees and 
certainty that it demonstratech that at the end 
thou didst arrive at the »umiuit of Gospel pet- 
frction t thus none that is truly devout will reject 
this fihewing-forth of Christ-like wisdom written 
in thy mortal dust, none that is a true believer 
will impeach It, none that is truly humble will 
lightly esteem it, seeing that it is verily a« forth 
of God, and right worthy of all acceptation. 




He con- i. Fxamcis, now crDcified with Christ alilce in 
tinueth flpgi, 3jjj in spirit, while glowing with seraphic 
* love toward God, did also thirst, even as did 

Christ Cruciiied, for the multitudes of them that 
should be saved. Wherefore, being unable to 
walk by rcaaan of the nails protruding from his 
feet, he caused himself to be borne round cities 
and castled villages, emaciated as he was, that he 
might incite others la bear the Cross of Christ. 
And unto the Brethren also he would say : " Let 
u8 begin, Brethren, to sen-e our Lord God, for 
until now we have made but litde progrefis." So 
mightily did he yearn tu return unto the first 
begbntngs of humility that he would scr^e the 
lepers as he had dtme at the outset, and would 
recall unto its early ministries his body that was 
now broken down by toils. Under Christ's 
leadership, he wa* minded to do mighty deed*, 
and, albeit his linibfl were waxing feeble, yet, 
strong and glowing in spirit, he hoped in this new 
contest to vanquish the foe. For there in no 
room for languor or sloth where the spur of love 
ever urgcth on unto greater things. Yet in him 
the flesh was so much in agreement with the 
spirit, and so ready to obey, as that when the 
fit strove to attain unto perfect holiness, the 
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I'flesh not only refrained from thwarting it, but did albeit 
CTCD hasten to forestall it. fr*i' ^^ 

2. Now in order that the merits of the man *'^**'i''8r 
of God might be increased, — merits that of a 
truth du all lied their consummation in endur- 
ance, — -he began to suffer from divers ailmentu so 
^_ grievoufily that scarce one of his limbs was free 
^■'fi'Om pain and sore safTcring. At length by divers 
'^^^ sicknesses, prolonged and continiioii% he was 
brought unto such a point that his tJesh was 
wasted away, and only as it were the skin clave 
unto his bones. While he was afflicted by mich 

■ grievous bodily suffering, he would call his pangs 
not punishments, but sisters. And when once he 
was harassed more sorely than usual by sharp 
painSf a certain simple Brother said unto him : 
*' Brother, pray the Lord that He deal more 
gently with thee, for meseemeth that Hb hand 
is laid more heavilv on thee than is right." Hear- 
ts ing thifi, the holy man groaned, and cried out, 
^■•aying : ^*Did I not know the simple purity that 
^■U io thee, I would from henceforth have shunned 
^P thy company, for that thou hast dared tn deem 
the divine counsels concerning me meet for blame." 
And albeit he was wholly worn out by the long 
continuance of his grievous sickness, he cast him- 
eelf on the ground, jarring his frail bones in the 
bard fall. And, kissing the ground, he cried : 
" 1 give Thee thanks, O Lord God, for all these 
my pains, and I beseech Thee, my Lord, that, if 
it please Thee, Thou wilt add unto them an 
hundredfold ; for this will be most acceptable unto 
roe if laying sorrow upon me Thou dost rot spare, 
since the ^Ifilling of Thy holy will is unto mc 
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He pre- an ovcrftowbg solsce." Thus he seemed unto the 
pareth Brethren like another Job, whose powers of miad 
tor aeam increased even as his bodily weakness increased. 
But he hiniBelf knew long before his death when 
it should be, and, when the dny of his departure 
was at hand, said uato the Brethren that he was 
about to put off the tabernacle of his body, even 
as it had been revealed unto hlui of Christ. 

3, When, therefore, during the two years after 
the impresnion of the sacred stigmata, to wit, in 
the twentieth year from his conversion, he had 
been shaped by many trinJ blows of painful sick* 
nesses, like unto a stone meet to be set in the 
building of the heavenly Jemsalem, and as it were 
an hammered work that under the mallet of mani- 
fold trials is brought unto perfection, — he asked 
to be borne unto Saint Mary of the Little Por- 
tion, that he might yield up the breath of llfie 
there, where he had received the breath of grace. 
When he had been brought thither, — that he 
might give an ensample of the truth that he had 
naught in common with the world, — in that most 
severe weakness, that followed after all his sick- 
neafl, he prostrated himst-lf in fervour of spirit all 
naked on the naked earth, thst in that last hour, 
wherein the foe might still rise up against him, he 
might wrestle in his nakedness with tliat naked 
spirit. As he Jay ihus on the ground, his habit 
of haircloth laid aside, he lifted his face, as waa 
his wont, toward heaven, and, wholly absorbed in 
that glory, coTered with his left hand the wound 
in his right side, that it might not be seen, and 
said unto the Brethren : ** I have done what was 
mine to do, may Chttet teach ^ovi ■wWt w 'jouts." 
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4. While the coinpaoion« of the Saint were 
weeping, ttrickea with keen panga of pity, one 
of them, whom the man of God had said should 
be his Warded, knowing by divine int>plradan his 
wish, rose in haste^ and taking an habit, with the 
cord and breeches, brought it urto the Uttle poor 
one of Christ, saying : •* These I lend unto ihec, 
as unto 2 beggar, and do thou receive them at 
the bidding of holy obedience." At this the 
holy man rejoiced, and exulted in gladness of 
heart, for that he saw that he had kept faith with 
the l.ady Poverty even unto the end, and rainng 
his hands unto heaven, he glorified his Christ for 
that, freed from all burdcns^^ he was going un- 
hindered unto llim. For all this he had done 
in hifl zeai for porerty, being minded to pom-eis 
not even an habit, udIcm it were lent him by 
another. He was verily minded in all things to 
be made like unto Christ Crucified, Who had 
hung un the Cross in poverty, and grief, aod 
nakedness. Wherefore, as at the outset of hia 
conversion he had stood naked before the Bishop, 
to in the ending of his life he was minded to quit 
the world nakwl. He charged the Brethren that 
stood around him, on their loving obedience, that 
when they saw that he was dead, they should 
leave him lying naked on the ground fur so long 
time as a man would take Iciiiurely to compaiis the 
distance of a thousand paces. O truly Christ- 
like man, who strove alike in life to imit.Me the 
life of Christ] in dying, Hi-s dying; in death. His 
death, by a perfect lilieDesB, and was found worthy 
to be adorned with an outward likeacw qikd 
Him! 
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H«e«- 5< Then, u the hour of fau departure wu 
horteth f^t approaching, he made all the Brethren that 
Ki *^h wtre ill the |ilace be called unto him and, consoling 
(l,g them for his death with words of comfort, ex- 
Brethren horted them with fatherly tenderness unto the love 
of God. He Bpakc long of observing patience, 
and poverty* and tidcHty unto the Holy Romtm 
Church, placing the Holy Gospel before all other 
ordinances. Then as all the Brethren sat around 
him, he stretched his hands over them, cro&sing 
hia anns in the Ukencsa of the Cross, for that he 
did ever love that sign, and he bicswd all the 
Brethren, present and absent alike, in the might 
and in the Name of the Cnicitied. He added 
moreover : *' Be strong, all ye my sons, in the 
fear of the Lord, and abide therein for ever. 
And, since temptation will come, and trials draw 
nigh, blessed are they who shall continue in the 
works that they have begun. I for my part make 
haste to go unto God, unto Whose grace I com- 
mend you all." When he had made an end 
of gentle exhortations after thiu wise, this man 
most beloved of Gnd asked them to bring him 
the book of the Gospels, and to read unto him 
from the Gospel according unto John, beginning 
at that, place : " Before the feast of the Passover." 
Then he himself, as best lie could, brake forth 
into the words of that Psalm : ** I cried unto the 
Lord with my voice, with my voice ur^to the 
Lord did I make my supplication," and went 
through even unto the end, saying : " The 
righteous shall compass mc about, for Thou ehait 
d^ bountifiilly with nie.'^ 

6. At length, when all the mysteries had been 
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fulfUled in him, and his most holy spirit was freed He 
from the fle«b, and absorbed into the boundless Wletli 
depths of the divine glory, the blessed man fell on '"^ * "P 
sleep in the Lord. One uf his Drtthren zud 
disciples saw rhat blessed soul, under the likeness 
of a star exceeding bright, borne on a dazzling 
cloudlet orcr many waters, moDnting in a straight 
course unto heaven, as though it were radiant with 
the dazzling whiteness of his exalted sanctity, 
and filled with the riches of divine wisdom and 
grace alike, by the which the holy man waB found 
worthy tn enter the abode of light and peace, 
where with Christ he rcsicth for evermore. More- 
over, a Brother named Augustine, who was then 
Minister of the ISrrthren in Terra di Lnvoro, an 
holy ard iipright man, having come unto his last 
hour, and some time previously having lost the 
power of speech, in the hearing of them that 
stood by did on a sudden cry nut and say : 
*' Tarry for me. Father, tarry for me, !o, even 
now I am coming with thee ! " When the 
Brethren asked and marvelled much umo whom 
he thus boldly spake, he made answer : "Did ye 
not sec our Father, Fraiicts, who goeth unto 
heaven " ? And forthwith his holy soul, depart- 
ing from the body, followed the most holy 
Father. 

The Bishop of Assiai at that time had gone on 
pilgrimage unto the Oratory of Saint Michael un 
Monte Gargano, and unto him the Blessed Frnncis, 
appearing on the night of his departure, said : 
*' Behold, I Icare the world and go unto heaven." 
The Bishop, then, rising at dawn, related unto his 
companions that which he had seen, and returned 
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Light Hi uQto Asnsi ; there^ when he hsd made diligeat 
eventide enquiry, he leamt of a certnialy that in that hour 
whereof tlie vision had notified him, the blesfied 
Father had departed from this world. 

At the hour of the passing of the holy man, 
the larks — birds that love the light, and dread the 
shades of twilight — flocked in great numbers unto 
the roof of the house, albeit the shades of night 
were then fallirg, and, wheeling round it for a ■ 
long while with songs even gladder than their I 
wont, offered their witness, alike gracious and 
maJiifc«t, unto the glory of the Saint, who had 
been wont to call them unto the divine praises. 



CHAPTER XV 
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OF HIS CANONISATION, ASD THK TKANSLATIOK 
OF HIS BODY 

1. Francis, then, the servant and friend of the His 
Most High, the founder and leader of the Order ^loriooi 
of Brothers Minor, the professor of poverty, the J, .^ 
pacteni of penitence, the herald of truth, the ** J 
mirr(]r of holincsH, and cosamplc of all Gospel I 
perfection, — the heavenly grace preventing him, — I 
did make progress in ordered courtie from the I 
depths uoto the heights. This wondrous mar, in I 
poverty exceeding rich, id humility exalted, in I 
mortis catioD ftill of life, in simplicity wise, and in I 
every grace of character noteworthy, whom in life I 
the Lord had marvellously made illustrious, was I 
made of Him in death incomparably more illus- I 
trious. For as that blessed man departed from I 
this world, his holy spirit entered the eternal I 
manfiinnti and was made glorious by a full draught I 
of the fountain of life, while he left set forth I 
in his body certain tokens that were to be his I 
glory, so that his most undcfilcd flesh, that had I 
been crucified with its lusts, and had become I 
a new creature, did both eet forth the image I 
of Christ's Passion by it« unexampled distinctioo, I 
and prefigure the semblance of the Resarreccioil I 
by the tiewness of the miracle. I 

2. For in those blessed limbs were seen the I 
nails marvellously fashioned out of his flesh by I 



Marrel- the divine might, and so impluDtcd in that flesh 

loua that if they were pressed on one side they at once 

Mce'of *1"^"8 ^'^^ "R^o the other, like nerves that be 

the body jt>'"c*l together and taut. Moreover, there was 
inQnifciitly seen in his body the scar of the wound 
in the side, nor inHicled nor wrought by man, but 
like unto the wounded side of the Saviour, the 
which, in Our Redeemer Himself, afforded us 
the holy myfltery of nianfs redemption and re- 
generation. The appearance of the nails was 
black like iron^ but the wound in the side was 
ruddy, and by a contraction of the Heeh shaped as 
it were into a circle, in 3pj>carance like a rose 
most fair. The rest of his tJesh, — which afore- 
time bath from his iniimiities and from aatural 
complexion had tended toward swarthiness, — 'Dow 
shone with a dazzling whiteness, and was a type 
of the beauty of its second state and royal ap- 
pareL 

3. His limbs were so soft and pliant when 
touched as that they seemed to have returned 
unto the softness of childhood, and were seen 
to be adorned by divers clear tokens of innocence. 
Since, then, the nails shewed forth black on this 
most dazzlingly white flesh, and the wound in the 
side shewed ruddy as a rosy /lower in Spriaj*, it is 
no wonder that so fair and marvellous a contrast 
filled the beholders with gladness and marrelling. 
Hie eons were weeping for the loss of so love- 
worthy a Father, and yet they were filled with no 
small joy as they kissed the seals of the Moat 
High King in him. The newness of the miracle 
changed mourning into exultation, and turned the 
examination of the reason into dumb amazement. ■ 
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Verily, thii sight ao unparallelni and so note- A doubter 
worthy was, unto all that beheld it, alike a *^?°' 
confirniatioH of failh and an incitenienl uuio tove, ^^ 
while uDto them that heard thereof it was a subject 
for marvelling, and the kindling of a yearning to 
behold it withal. 

4.. When the departure of the blessed Father 
became known, and the report of the miracle was 
spread abroad, the folk gathered in haeCe unto the 
spot, that with their bodily eyes they might 
behold that which ehonld dispel a\l doubt from 
their reasons, and should add rejoicing unto their 
loTe. Accordingly, very many of the citlicnu 
of AsMHi were admitted to behold and 10 kin 
those sacred stigmat-i. Now one among them, a. 
learned and wi«e knight, Jerome by name, a man 
illustrious and renowned, having had doubts con- 
cerning these sacred tokens, and having been an 
unbeliever like Thomas,' — did very eagerly and 
boldly, in the presence of the Brethren and of the 
other citizens, move the naiU, and touch with hia 
own hands the hands, feet, and side of the Saint ; 
and thuH it befell that, while touching those 
authentic marks of the wounds of Christ, he cut 
away every wound of unbelief from his own 
heart and the hearta of all. Wherefore he be- 
came thereafter a constant witness, among others, 
unto this tniih that he had learnt with such 
certainty, and confirmed it by an oath, laying his 
hands on thrice-holy things. 

5. Now his Brethren and sons, that had been 
summoned for the passing of their Father, together 
with the entire assembly of the folk, devoted that 
cught wherein Chrint's dear Confessor had de- 
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The body parted, unta divine praises, in such wise that they 

bome to seemed no mouirers for the dead, but a watch 

■^'*'" of Aogeli*. When morning came, the crowds 

I that had come together, carrying branches of trees 

and many wax lights, brought the holy body unto 
the city of Assisi, with hymns and charts. More- 
over, they passed by the church of Saint Damian, 
where at that time that noble virgin Clare, now 
glorified in heaven, abode cloistered with her 
Sisters ; and there for a space they stayed, and 
set down the holy body, adorned with those 
heavenly pearls, that it might be seen and em- 
braced by those holy virgins. Coming at length 
with rejoicing unto the city, they laid the piecions 
treasure that they were bearing in the church 
of Saint George, with all reverence. In that very 
I place, Francis as a little boy had learned his 
I letters, and there it wae that he first preached in 
after days, and there, finally, he found his first 
resting-place. 

6. Now the holy Father departed from the 
shipwreck of this world in the year 1226 of the 
Lord's Incamanon, on the fourth day of October, 
at late even of a Saturday, and on the Sunday he 
was buried. 

At once the holy man began to shine in the 
glory of many and Rrcat miracles, the light of the 
divine countenance being upUftt^ upon him, so 
that the loftiness of his holiness that, during his 
life, had been conapicuoua in the world for the 
ruling of men's lives through its ensnniple of 
perfect uprightness, was, now that he himself was 
rngntng with Christ, approved from heaven by 
■4 of divine power, ao that belief might be 
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thoroughly confirmed. And since in divers Venen' 
parts of the world the glorious marvels wrought ^'"*^'*f 
by hini, and the great blessings won through him, "** "" 
■were kindling many unto devotion unto Christ, 
and inciting them unto veneration for the Saint 
himself, — so that men's tongues, as well as thetie 
deeds, were loud in his praise, — it came unto the 
ears of the Sujirenie Pontiff, the lord Gregory 
the Ninth, what great things God was working 
through His servant Francis. 

7. Of a truth, that Shepherd of the Church had 
been fully aitsured of his marvellouH holiness, not 
alone by hearing of the miracles wrought after hiit 
death, but also by proofs during hts life of what 
he had seen with his own eyes, and handled with 
his own hands, and he had put perfect faith 
therein ; no that, by reason of this, he now in no 
wise doubted but that Francis was glorified of 
the Lord in heaven. Wherefore, that he might 
act in accord with Christ, Whose Vicar he vu, 
he Wets minded, with devout consideration, to 
mike the Saint famous on earth, as one most 
worthy of all reverence. Moreover, to gain the 
fulleit auurance throughout the whole world for 
the glorification of that most holy man, he caused 
the miracles that were known of liim to be 
written and approvc-d by Crusty witnessefi, and 
then examined by those of the Cardinals that 
seemed least favourable unto the business. When 
they had been diligently discussed and approved 
of all, with the unanimous counsrl and consent of 
his Brethren, aixl of all the Prelates that were 
^_ then in the Curia, he decreed that he should be 
^B canonised. Accordingly, he came in person unto 
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the city of Asaisi in the year of the Lord's 

IncarrBtion izzS, on the sixteenth dsy of July, 
a Sunday, and with rit« exceeding solemn, that 
it wonld ukc lorg to narrate, he enrolled the 
blessed Father in the list of the Saictti. 

8. Now in the year of the Lord 1230, the 
Brethren assembled for .1 Chapter-General that 
was held at Asstsi, and his body consecrated unto 
the Lord was translated unto the Church built in _ 
his honour on the twenty-fifth day of May. ■ 
While that holy treasure, signed with the 8ea!l of ' 
the Most High King, was being removed. He 
Whose image ic net forth deigned to work many 
miracles, that by the fragrance of its healing 
power the hearts of the faithful might be dniwn 

to follow after Christ. Verily, it was right lilting 
that the blessed bones of him, whom God had 
made well-pleasing unto Him and beloved of Him 
in life, and whom He had carried unto heaven by 
the grace of contemplation, tike Enoch, and had 
borne aloft into the sky in 3 fiery chariot, by his 
fervour of love, like Elias, — bebg now among 
the heavenly Spring flowers of the everlasting 
planting, should flourish out of their place wtdi a 
marvellous fragrance. 

9, Furthermore, even as that blesaed man in 
life had been distinguished by marvellous toiteoH 
of virtue, bo too from the day of his departure 
onto this present time, he dnth shine throughout 
the divers parts of the world in the light of 
fiiracd marvels and miracles, the divine power 
glorifying him. For ihc blind and the deaf, the 
dumb and the lame, the dropsical and the para-' 

lysed, ihe possessed and the VcptT, iW Titil^-KTCcltcd. 
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^nnd the captive, have found succour by his merits, His aid la 
and in all diseases, needs, and perila he hath been troables 
an aid. But in that many dead have been 
miraculously raised through him, there is made 

P manifest unto the faithful the glorious working of 
Ihe pt>wer of the Most High, exalting Hia Saint, 
and Hi& is the honour and glory throughout the 
endless agee of eternity. Amen. 



HERE ENDETH THE LIFE OF THE 
BLESSED FRANCIS 



HERE BECINNETH THE NARRATION OF 

CERTAIN MIRACLES WROUGHT 

AFTER HIS DEATH 



I. Firstf {ontiming the potters of tie jaered 
Stigmatj. 

I. To ihe honour and glory of Almighty The chie 
od. miracle 

Forasmuch as I am about to narrate certain 
well-proven miracles wrought by the Blessed 
Francis after thdl he had been glorified in heaven, 

»I deemed that it behoved me to make .1 Wginning 
from that chief miracle wherein the might of the 
Cross of JcsuB is set forth and its glory renewed. 
Francis, then, being made a new man, was dis- 
tinguished by a new and astounding miracle^ and 
was seen to be marked out by an unparalleled 
lOnour that had been granted unto no past age ; 
to wit, he WAS adorned with the sacred stigniatii, 
and conformed, iii the body of this death, unto 
Ae Body of the Crucified. Whatsoever a moru! 
tongue might say concerning this, would fall short 
of its due praise. Of a truth, alt the thoughts of 
the man of God, his public efforts and private 
meditations, were concerned with the Cross of the 
Lord ; wherefore, that the sign of the Crose, the 
which from the beginning of his conversion had 
been imprinted on his heart, might outwardly be 
seea on his body, he sheltered himself within that 
row, taking uoto him a penitent's habit nude ia 
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Vision of fashion like a Cross. Thus, even ai his mind 

the Pope within had put on the Crucified I.ord, so his 
body too put on the armour of the Cross, that in 
that same sign whereby God had routed the 
powers of the air, the Lord's own army might 
wage His warfare. But from the very beginning 
of the time wherein he entered upon the warfare 
for the Crucified, divers mystic tokens, of the 
Crose Bhonc round about him, as Ijccometh clearly J 
evident unto one considering the atory of his life, m 
and how, by the acTenfold appearing of the Lord's 
Cross, he was wholly transformed into the likeness 
of the Crucified, in thoughts, emotione, and deeds 
alike, by hifl rapturous love of Him, Wherefore 
the mercy of the Most High King, that doth stoop, 
beyond all mortal conception, unto such as lo?e 
Him, meetly imprinted upon Kim the banner of 
His Cross, to bear in his body withal, so that he 
who had been endowed with such wondrous love 
of the Cross ehould be made a marvel by a won* 
droua token of honour of that Cross,^ 

2. To confirm the unanswerable truth of thii 
astounding miracle, there are enlisted not only the 
evidence of them that beheld and touched them— 
evidence in all ways worthy of belief — but also 
Bundry marvellous visions and powers that after his 
death shone brigblly forth to dispel all clouds 
from men's minds. For ensample, the lord Pope 
Gregory the Ninth, of blessed memory — of whom 
the holy man had foretold in prophecy that he 
thould be exalted unto the Apostolic See — before- 
that he enroJled in the catalogue of Saints thti 
standard-bearer of the Cross, felt some particles of 
' t in his mind concerning the wotmd in the 
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Then une night, — as thut holy Bishop would uid of « 
with tears, — the BlesE.ed Francis appeared Brother 
onto him in a dream, shewing a stern countenance, 
and, blaming him for the doubts of his heart, raised 
his right arm, revealed the wound, and demanded 
of him a phiaJ to receive the blood th^t welled up 
and tiowed from hl& side. In hit; dream, the 
Supreme Pontiff profiered him the phial that he 
sought, and it appeared to be filled, even unto the 
brim, with the blood from hia side. Thence- 
forward he began to be such a devout adherent of 
that holy miracle, and such a jealouii and ardent 
champion thereof, as that he might in no wise 
brook that any man should dare, with arrogant 
attacks, to dim the glory of those radiant tokens, 
but would chastise »cch an one with stem reproofs. 
3. A certain Brother Minor of the Order, 
whose ministry was preaching, and who had much 
infiuence by reason of his especial uprightness and 
good repute, had been tiilly convinced of the truth 
of the sacred utigmata. Howbeit, when with his 
finite judgement he sought within him a reason for 
this miracle, he began to be harassed by some 
Bcniples and doubts. When therefore for several 
days he had endured this conflict, his carnal nature 
gaining power, as he slept one night Saint Krancis 
appeared unto him, his (cet stained with mire, hii 
mien humbly severe and patiently angered. " Now 
what," saith he, *• be these struggles -ind wavering 
opinions in thee? What be these base doubts? 
Behold my hands and my feet." Then he 
beheld the pierced hands, but .uw not the Htigmata 
on the feet th.it were covered with mire. *' Wipe 
^m off." saith he, " the roirc from my feet, and recog- 
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Mirftcle mse the place of the nails." Then thai other 
of the (Jevoutly took hold on them, and seemed unto hitn- 
picturc ^jjr jjj ^jpg jj(f ji^g ^jj.g g^j yj touch with his 

hands the places where the nails were. Forthwith^ 
on waking up, he ehed abundant tears, and washed 
away, by his Hoods of tears and by a public con- 
fession withal, those his former feelings that had 
been, as it were, all suined with mire. 

^. There was in the city of Rome a certain 
matron, noble alike for the excellence of her life 
and the distinction of her family, who had chosen 
Saint Francis for her patron, and had a picture of 
him painted in her secret chamber, wherein she 
was wont to pray unto the Father Which is in 
secret. Now on a certain day when she had 
devoted herself unto prayer, she wm meditating 
upon the picture of the Saint and saw that it had 
not those sacred marks of the stigmata, where- 
upon she began to grieve and to wonder much. 
But It was no wonder that what the painter had 
left out should not be in the picture. Yel for 
many days she sought anxiously in her mind what 
might be the cause of this omission ; when, b, one 
day, on a Nuddcn, there appeared in the picture 
those marvellous tokens, in fashion as they are 
wont to be painted in other pictures of the Saint. 
TrembHng, she forthwith summoned her daughter, 
that was devoted unto God, asking her whether 
that picture had not hitherto been without the 
stigmata. She declared it was so, and aiiirmed on 
oath that aforetime it had shewn no stigmata, 
whereas now the stigmata might be seen upon it. 
Yet, forasmuch as men's minds do oftrimcs induce 
them to fall, and turn the truth into a matter 
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doubting, some evil hesitation entered once again A 
the heart of the lady, whether perchance that woundi 
picture had not been marked with those tokens "**" 
from the first. But the ]K»wer of God added yet 
a second miracle that the first might not be de- 
epised. For those marks did at once vanish, and 
the picture remained despoiled of the special 
honours, so that the earlier miracle was proven by 
that which followed it. 

5. Moreover at Lcrida, in Catalonia, it befell 
that a certain man, named John, who was devoted 
unto the Blessed Francis, was one evening pa&stsg 
along a certain street, wherein men were lying 
in ambush to slay, not him indeed, for they bore 
htm no enmity, — but a certain other who was like 
him to look upon, and who was at the time in fats 
company. One of them rushed out from the 
ambush, and, thinking him to be liis foe, struck al 
him again and again, with such deadly blows as 
that there was no hope left for his recovery. For 
the tirst stroke inflicted upon him was within a 
little of cutting one shoulder clean off and the 
arm therewith, while another blow made such a 
gash under the breast as that the rush of air there- 
from put out about six candles that were joined 
together. Accordingly, in the judgement of the 
physicians his cure was hopelcbs, all the more no 
as the wounds began to putriiy, and gave forth 
such an intolerable odour as that even his wife woi 
Mriclcenwith loathing, and he now seemed bcyuod 
the aid of any mortal remedies. Then he turned 
him to implore the succour of the Blessed Father 
Francis with utmost deroutness, ye:t, he had 
.called upon him with all faiths and on the Blessed 
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is healed Virgin likevise, even while the wounds were 
by the being dcaJt. And lo ! ij8 the ill-fated man lay 
touch abauJoned qq j^jj touch of aflHctian, and, slee^ilcss, 
oft Called upon the name of I'lancis, and cried it 
aloud repeatedly, one stood by him in the habit of 
a Brother Minor, having entered, — so it seemed 
unto him, — by the wbdow. And he, calHng him 
by name, said : " Because thou hast had faith in 
me, lo ! the Lord will deliver thee." When the 
stck man asked of him who he was, he made 
aoswer that he was Francis, and, forthwith, 
approaching him, undid the bandages of his 
wounds, and, as it seemed, anointed them idl with 
ointment. Then forthwith, as the sick man felt 
the gentle touch of those holy hands, mighty to 
heal by the power of the stigmata of the Saviour, 
the corruption was driven out, the flesh was 
restored, and the wounds closed, and he himself 

was restored urto his former perfect souodaesB. 
This done, the Blessed Father departed. Then 
the wounded mar, feeling himself healed, and 
gladly bursting forth into utterance of God's 
praises and the praises of the Blessed Francis, 
called his wife. She ra;n thither with all speed, 
and, seeing him stand upright whom she had 
thought to have buried t>n the next day, was 
mightily astonicd and adread, and made the 
whole [Jace echo with her cries* Her household 
•ind friends gathered round in haste, and strove to 
lay her husband back on the bed, deeming him 
distraught, but he for his part strove with them, 
»Dd declared and shewed tliat he was healed ; 
whereupon they were dumb with astonishment, 
und were ali an it were catfied out ot %Vie\r wits. 
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^Bthtoking that what they beheld was a phantom of of th« 
the imagtralioD. Far he whom but a little before Saint's 
they had beheld mangled with the cruellest wounds, 
and already all wasted away, tliey now saw in fi]Il 
health, and jubilant. And he who had been made 
whole said unto them : " Be nut ufearcd, nor 
deem that which ye see to be an cm|)ty phantom, 
for Saint Francis hath but even now departed 
from this place, and by the touch of his holy 
bands he made mc jicrfecdy sound from all my 
wounds." As the fanie of ihia miracle increased, 
the whole folk hastened unto the place, and be- 
holding in such an evident portent the power of 
the stigmata nf the Blessed Francis, were tilted 
alike with amazement and with rejoicing, and 
exalted the standard-bearer of Chriat with great 
proclamations of his praises. In sooth, it was 
meet that the Blessed Father, then dead in the 
flesh but living with Christ, should by the won- 
drous apprilion of his bodily form and by the 
gentle touch of his holy hands grant health unto a 
man mortally wounded, seeing that he had borne 
in his tlesh the stigmata of Him Who in His 
mercy died, and miraculously rose again, that He 
might heal by the power of His stripes the human 
race that had been wounded iind left half dead. 

6. Jn I'otenia, a city of Apulia, there was a 
certain cleric, Roger by name, an honour-worthy 
man, .ind a Canon of the Cathedral Church. He 
had been sore troubled by an infirmity, and on 
a day went into a church to pray ; now there was 
therein a picture of the Blessed Francis, shewing 
the glorious stigmata, and he began to doubt con- 
cerning that exalted mirac\e> dectmci^ \^ %*t^\-«^ 
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Unbelief unheard-of and impossible. Now on a sudden, 
chastised as with impaired judgement he was inwardly 
revolving these idle thoughts, he fell himself forci- 
bly stricken in the palm of his left hand under his 
glare, and heard a whizzing sound, as when 
a dart ie hurled from a mangunel, and at oacct 
alike woundfd by the blow and aatonied at the 
sound, he drew hie glove from off his hand, that 
he might see with his eyes that which he had 
already perceived by touch and sound. And, 
albeit there had been afore no wound in his palm, 
he beheld in the middle of the palm a wound like 
unto that inflicted by the stroke of an arrow, 
wherefrom there proceeded such burning heat aa 
that he seemed like to faint by reason thereof. 
Wondrous to relate, there was no trace of injury 
to be seen on his. glove, so that the penalty of the 
hidden wound inflicted upon him corresponded 
unto the hidden wound in his heart. Then for 
the Bpacc of two days he cried aloud and groaned, 
pricked by intensest pain, and drew ofF the veil 
from his heart's doubts, for all to see. And he 
declared and solemnly sware that he tnity 
believed that Saint Francis had received the sacred 
stigmata, asserting chat all the vain imaginings of 
doubt had left bim. And, as a suppliant, he 
prayed the Saint of God by the sacrrd stigmata 
to succour him, and enriched his abundant heart- 
felt prayers with abundant floods of tears. Then 
befell a sure miracle. A^ he laid a^ide his un- 
belief, the healing of his mind was followed by 
the healing of his body. All his pain was 
soothed, the burning was cooled, and no tr-ice 
of the wound remained, and thus it befell that 
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'bidden sicluietiti of the mind was, by the provi- Mercy 
dence of the divine mercy, healed through the^**''*'** 
cvideoi burning of the flesh, and, as the mtnd was P*"**"' 
healed, the flesh itself was healed together with 
it. The man became humble, devoted umo Cod, 
and Ixmnd by ties of constant intimacy ynto the 
Saint and the Order of the Brethren. The solemn 
miracle of this affair was allcsted on oath, and the 
kiuwledge thereof was handed down untn us in 
letters confirmed by the authority of the Dishop'i 
seal. 

Accordingly, there Is no room for doubt con- 
cerouig the sacred stignuta, nor in this matter let 
any man's eye he eril bccauu God is good, as 
thouj^h the bestowal of such a gift were not 
in accord with His everlasting goodness. For if, 
by that seraphic love, many members clave unto 
the Head, that is, Christ,- — m that in the warfare, 
clad in like armour, they were found worthy, and 
to the kingdom were exalted unto a like glory, — 
Done (hat is of sound mind will deny that this 
pertaineth unto the glory of Chri&t, and unto that 
alone. 



II. 0/ tU dead that teen raited 

I. In the town of Monte Marano, near Bene- 
vento, a certain woman (hat h^td an es|)ecial 
devotion unco Saint Francis went the way of 
all flesh. Now, when the clergy had come 
together at oigbt to pcrfurm the funeral rites and 
vigils, and to chant the Psalms, on 3 sudden, in 
the sight <iS all, that woman rose up upon the bier, 
^^and called one of the priests th-it fXooA by, who 
^Bvas her confetdor, saying : ** I am ikin to con&ss. 
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Confes- Father ; bear niy sin. I, when dead, WM de- 
won after livered over to be suaitJy imprisoned, for that 
death J jjg^^ never made confession of the sin thai I will 
DOW disclose unto thee. But, (saith she), by the 
prayers oiFcrcd for me by Saint Francis, whom, 
while I lived, I serrcd with a devout mind, it 
hath DOW been vouchsafed me to return unto 
the body, to the end that, having revealed that 
sin, 1 may merit everlasting life. And to ! your- 
selves nhall see how that, after I have disclosed 
the same, I shall hasten unto the promised rest." 
Trembling, then, she confessed unto the trembling 
priest, and, after receiving absolution, laid herself 
cjuictly down on the bier, and in blessed wise fell 
OD sleep in the Lord. 

2. In the town of Pamarco, that is set among 
the mouotains of Apulia, a father and mother had 
one only daughter, of tender age, and tenderly 
beloved beyond all else. And she was brought 
unto death by a grievous aicknesa, and her parents, 
having nu hope of another child to take her place, 
deem ed them sel v es as dead when &he died. 
Their kinsfolk .ind friends gathered together for 
this right piteous bjrial, but the ill-fated mother 
lay filled with woe unspeakable, and wrapt ia her 
supreme sorrow, so that she perceived nu whit 
of aught that befell. Meanwhile Saint Francis, 
accompanied by but one other, appeared, and 
deigned to visit the desolate woman, whom he 
knew had been devoted unto him, and addressed 
her with kindly words : " Weep not ; " eaJth he, 
" for the light of thy lamp, whose quenching thou 
bewailest, shall he restored unto thee by my 
prayers." Forthwith the woman arose, and, 
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■refdiag unto all ibat which the Saint had said An only 
tinio her, would not suffer the dead body lo be daughtee 
borne forth ; but, caUirg on the name of Saint ^""" 
Frunciii with great faith, and laying hold on her 
dead daughter, ahe raised her up, alive and sound, 
/hile all kioked on aod marvelled. 

3. The Brethren at Nocera once begged the 
loan of 3 certain cart, whereof they stood iomtf 
what in need, from a man named Peter, but he, 
after the manner of a fooi, answered them with 
abuse instead of with the help they sought, and in 
place of the alms craved in honour of Saint 
Francis, blasphemed his name. At once, the 
man repented him of his fooliahness, for the fear 
of God came upon hira, lest perchance the ven- 
geance of the Lord might follow, even as it did 
speedily follow. For forthwith his firstbom con 
fell sick, and, after a short mpace, gave up the 
ghost. The unhappy father rolled on the ground, 
aind called without ceasing on Francis, the Saint 
of God, crying with tears ; " It is I who sinned, 
it is I who spake in evil wise, thou oughiest to 
scourge me in mine own person. O Saint, regtore 
unto me, that sni now penitent, that which thou 
didst take from nie when I wickedly blasplu-nied, 
I give myself unto thee, I offer myself for ever 
unto thy service, for I will ever offer unto Christ 
a devout sacrifice of praise for the honour of thy 
name." O marvel ! At these words, the boy 
arose, and, forbidding his mourning, declared that 
as he died, and had left the body, by the Ulessed 
Francis he had been brought back and restored. 

4. A certain notary in the city of Rome had a 
little son scarce seven years old, who once, when 
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Rsisior hU mother was going unto the church of Saiot 
ofmchilo Mark, wa« fain, u children be, to go with her; 

when he wm bidden by his mother to tarry &t 
home, he threw himself from a window of the 
palace, and, his bones broken by the Hnal con- 
cufiaion, breached his last on the spot. His 
mother, who had not yet gone far, at the sound 
of a fall feared it might be that of her child, and 
returned, with ail speed ; then, when she found her 
aoD thus suddenly taken from her by this pitiable 
accident, she forthwith began to lay vengeful 
hands upon hcradf, and with woefiil cries roused 
the whole neighbourhood to mourn with her. 
Then a certain Brother, named Ralph, of the 
Order of Minors, who had come thither to preach, 
drew nigh the child and, Aill of faith, said unto 
the father : " Dost thou believe that Franciii, 
the Saint of Cod, can av.!!! to raise up thy son 
from the dead, by the love that he ever had for 
Christ Who was crucified to restore life unto 
men ? " When he made answer that he firmly 
believed and faithJiilly confessed it, and would he 
for evermore a servant of the Saint if by his 
merits he might be found meet to receive from 
God 80 great a benefit, — that Brother prostrated 
himself in prayer, together with the Brother that 
wai his companion, stirring up the rest that were 
present unto prayer. This done, the boy began to 
gape a little and, opening his eyes and stretching 
his ;irms, raised himself, and at once, in the 
presence of aSl, walked, whole and sound, restored 
by the wondroua might of the Saint unto life and 
health at the same time. 

5. In the city of Capua, while a boy was playing 
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with many others oo tLe bank of the rtrcr Of a 
Voltorno, lie heedlcsely fell into deep water, and drowned 
li« rushing river swiftly engulfed him, and buried "°' 
hiin, dead, beneath its aand. Ac the shouts of the 
other boys, who had been plavin^ with him nigh 
the river, a great crowd of people gathered together 
there. The whole multitude invoked, with devout 
supplication, the merits of the Blessed Krancis, 
that he would behold the faith of hie parcnu that 
had a devotion for hini, and would deign to snatch 
their offapring from the jjeril of death ; then !o ! 
a certain man that h3,d been standing afar olT, 
hearing their shouts, came up, and he was 3 
swimmer. After a long search, at length, calling 
upon the help of the Bicsscd Francis, he found 
the place wherein the river eltme h:id formed stu it 
were a tomb for the child's body, the which he 
dog out and drew therefrom, and, to his sorrow, 
saw th.it he was dead. But the folk that Btood 
rouiid, albeit they saw the child was dead, did 
DcvertlielesB, weeping m\d crying aloud, exclaim : 
"O Saint Francis, restore the boy unto his 
father ! " Yea, even some Jews that had come 
up, moved by natural compastiion, cried: "O 
Saint Francis, resiore the boy unto his father!" 
On a sudden, the boy, to the wonder and delight 
of all, rose up unscathed, and begged and im- 
plored that he might be taken unto the Church 
of the Blessed Francis, that he might devoutly 
pay his thanks unto him by whose might he knew 
that he had been miraculously raised up. 

6. In the city of Sessa, in the dtstrict that 
is called "At the Columns," a house suddenly 
fell, and buried a youth, killing him od the spot. 
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Of a Men and woraen ran together from all «(de^ 
7011th agitated by the sound of the fall ; they cleared 
* T*H ^'"'^y ^°'^ °^^ place and another the beam* and 
acones, and brought urto his ill-fated mother her 
dead son. Then she, choked with bitterest sobs, 
cried, as beat she might, in piteous tones: "O 
Saint Francifl, Saint Francis, restore unto me my 
son ! " And not she only, but all that were 
present, besought the protection of the blewed 
Father. Yet, as there was neither voice Dor 
sense in the body, they laid it upon a bier, intend- 
ing to bury it on the morrow. Howbeit, the 
mother had confidence in the Lord by the mcriu 
of His Saint, and made a vow chat ^he wotild 
cover the altar of the Blessed Francis with a new 
linen cloth, if he would recnll her son to life for 
her. And lo ! about midnight the youth began to 
gape, his members waxed warni, and he rose up 
alive and well, and brake forth into praises. Yea 
more, he incited the clergy who had assembled 
togedier, and the whole folk, to pay lauds and 
thanks unto God and unto the Bleased Francis, U 
with glad minds. I 

7. A certain youth, named Gerlandino, a native 
of Ragwsa, went forth in the vintage season unto 
ihe vineyards, and placed himself in the wine vat 
under the wine-press, 10 fill his skin bottles. On 
a sudden, some immense iitones, — the wooden 
supports collapsing, — crashed upon his head with 
a deadly blow. At once his father hastened unto 
his GOn, and, in his despair, succoured him not 
as he lay encumbered, but left him under the 
load eren as it had fallen upon him. The vine- 
dreasers ran together right speedily as they heard 
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the wocfiil uRerancc ol'' his loiid cries, and, like TIm 
the father of the boy, were filled with great jouag 
sorrow, and drew forth the youth, al/cady dead, y^^ 
from the ruin. But his tather, falling at the feel 
of Jcsua, humbly prayed that, by the mchui of 
Saint I'rancisf whose fc3!>t-dHy waa then at hand. 
He would deign to refrtore unto him his only 
■on. He continued to ngh forth prayers, and 
to TOW to perform many pious ministries, and 
promised to visit the tomb of the holy man, to- 
gether with his son. If he were raiwd frotn the 
dead. Then a sure miracle befell. For forth- 
with the boy, whose whole body had been crushed, 
waa restored unto life and sound health, and stood 
up rejoicing before thein alt, rcproring them that 
mourned, and dccbrinj; that by the intercession of 
Saint Frtincis he had been restored unto life. 

8. In Germany, he raised op another dead 
man, concerning whom the lord Pope Gregorj', — 
at the time of the translation of the Saint b body, 
—by Apoatolic letters assured and gladdened ^ 
the brethren, tkit had gathered together for the 
translation and the Chapter. The manner of that 
miracle I have not related, being ignorant thereof 
and deeming the Papal attestation to be better 
than the record of all other assertions. 



r 



ni. Of them that he Mtvtrei frm the 
peril cf Jfath 

1. In the ouukirta of Rome, there was a noble- 
man named Rudolph, wbove wife wa« devoted 
onto God and oft received as her guests the 
Brothers Minor, alike from the virtue of hospi- 



178 



MIRACLES AFTER DEATH 



The tality, and from her Teneratioo and low for the 
ctatit Bleescd Francis. One nighi, the warder i^ thr 
wvder (-asdc, who slept on the topmost lower, was lying 
upon an he,iji of wood that had been placed on the 
very edge of the wall, and, their fastemngs be- 
coming undone, fell on to the palace roof, and 
thence on to the ground. At the sound of the 
fall, the whole household was aroused, and, when 
they heard of the warder's fall, the lord and lady _ 
of the castle hastened unto the spot, with the I 
Brethren. He, indeed, who had fallen from the T 
height, wae wrapt in so deep a sleep as that he 
was awakened neither by the continued falling of 
the beams, ror by the tumult of the household 
chat r^n together with shouts. At last he was 
roused by their hands dragging and pushing hira, 
whereupon he began to complain that they had 
Cut him off from a sweet repose, declaring that he 
hsd been sleeping sweetly in the ami« of the 
Blessed Francis. When he had lieen instructed ^ 
of others concerning his own fall, and saw himself I 
on the ;;round, whereas he had lain on the top- ™ 
moat tower, he was astounded that that had be- 
fallen him which he had no whit perceived, and 
promised, in the presence of all, that he would 
become a penitent by reas(jn of his reverence for 
God and far the Blessed Francis. 

2. In the town of Poii, that k eituated in 
Campania, a certain priest named Thomas ap- 
proached the mill of the chnrch that he might 
repair it. But as he walked heedlessly along the 
bank of the canal, where a deep whirlpool was 
Howing with a great inrush of water, he icll sud- 
deoly, and was entangled in the nail-studded 
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^Pvhe^ whose niouon tiiraed the tntli. He lay The f 
thus tncumbrred with ihe wood, and the rush of^^°^^'*°S 
the waters fell on his face, as ht was prostrate, so P*"'*** 
that he could not cry aloud, howbctt, in his heart, 
he pitcojsly called upon fSuIot Francis. Thus 
far a long s]iac? he lay there, and his com- 
paoionSf having now utterly d«paircd of hij; life, 
turned the mill forcibly in rhe opposite direc- 
tion, and the priest, thue cast forth, wai! hurled 
about, gasping, in the flood of water. And lo! 
a certain Brother Minor, clad in a white tunic and 
girt with a rope, with great gentleaeiss took him 
by the arm, and drew him forth from the river, 
sayinf. : "I am Francis, upon whom thou haat 
called." Then he, thus delivered, was greatly 
attonied, and would fain have kissed his foot- 
prints, nnd ran hither and thither in his anxiety, 
enquiring of his companions: "Where ib he? 
Whither hath the Saint depaned '. Which way 
took he i " But they, trembliog, fell prostrate on 
the ground, exalting the glorioua marvels of tlie 
great God, and the virtues and merits of His 
humble servant. 

3. Cert^n youths of Borgo di Cclano went 
forth into 8ome JieldK to cut hay : now tii these 
fields tiierc was hidden an ancient well, whose 
mouth was overshadowed by green grasses, and it 
held water to a depth of about four paces. As 
the youths separated, and went singly about the 
meadow, one of theni fell by accident into the 
well. The deep fut swallowed his body, but hts 
spirit and mind rose on high to seek the interces- 
sion of the Blesned Francis, and, even as he fell, 
he cried with faith and trust : " Saint Francis, aid 
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Diveri me I " The others went hither and thither, as 

deliver- the lad was not to be found, Beeking him with 
nnces shouts, and tears, and flcarchmg all round. Dis- 
perils. covering at length that he hitd fallen into the well, 
they returned in haste unto Horgo, with kmenta- 
tions, to tell what had befallen and to seek fcr 
hdp. But a< they returned, brirging with them 
I great crowd of men, one of whom they let 
down by a rope into the well, they beheld the lad 
sitting on the- eurfjice of the water, having suffered 
no injury whataoever. When he h^d been drawn 
forth from the well, the youth said unto all that 
stood by : " As I fell of a sudden, I invoked the 
protection af^thc Blessed Frands, and he at once, 
even as I fell, stonxl by me in bodily presence, 
and, stretching out his hand, gently laid hold on 
me, nor ever left me until, yoa also aiding, he 
drew me forth from the well." 

4. In the church of the Blessed Francis, at 
Assisi, the lord Biahop of Ostia, — he that was 
afterwa rd the Ch ief Pontiff", Alex ander,-^ wa« 
preaching in the presence of ttie Roman Curia, 
when an heavy and great stone, that had been left 
through negligence over the lofty stone pulpit, 
was pushed out of plnce by excessive pressure, 
and fell on the head of a certain woman. As 
all the bystanders dectncd her already quite dead, 
and that her head had been <]uitc shattered, they 
covered her with the cloak that she was wearing, 
90 that, the sermon ended, her pitiable body might 
be borne forth from the church. Howbeit, the 
woman had committed herself in faith unto the 
Blessed Francis, before whose altar she lay. And 
k>! the preaching ended, ahc rose up in 
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j»resence of all ao sound as that no trace of injury from 
might be seen upon her. Yea, what is more *ccidenti, 
marvellous, she haying for a long time pabt until *" °***" 
thai very hour Buffered from an almost incessant 
headache, was from thence utterly freed from 
trouble of any disease, as she herself afterward 

»baie witness. 
f> <;. At Ctmieto, at the founding of a bell in the 
place of the Brethren, certain devout men had 
coQie together, and a boy of eight years, named 
Bartholomew, was bringing a gift for the Brethren 
that were at work. Lo ! on a sudden a strong 
wind arose, and shook the house, so that the 
great, heavy door in the gateway fell upon the 
K Httle hoy with nuch a mighty crash as that all 
^flxlieved one on whom such an immense weight 
had fidlen must needs be crushed by die deadly 
concussion. For he lay so completely buried 
beneath the fallen weight aa that nothing of him 
could be eeen from without. All the bystanders 
ran unco the spot, invoking the powerful right 
hand of the Blessed Francis. Yea, his father too, 
wboK limbs had become stiff so that he was 
^m unable to stir for griefi committed his son with 
^B prayers aixt crieic unto Saint Francis. At length 
the deadly weight was raised from above the boy, 
and behold, he whom they had believed to be 
dead, was seen rejoicing, as though rnuKcd from 
sleep, and with no trace of any injury upon him. 
Accordingly, when he was fourteen years of .ige, 
he became a Brother Minor, and was afterward a 
learned and renowned preacher in the Order. 

6. The men of Lentino had quarried from the 
mountain an immense stone, that was to be laid 
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Deliver- upon the altar in a church of th« Blessed Francis 
aiicei j^jt ^,ag ij^py about to be constcratcd. Now 
acddenta ^^^^ forty m«n were striving to place the stone 
on a can, and, while they were putting forth their 
strength again and again, the stone fell upon one 
itUEi, and buried him as in a tomb. Perturbed in 
mind, and knowing not what to do, the greater 
part of the men departed in despair. Howbeit, 
ten remained, and tbey with lamentable cries 
called upon Saint Francis, inipioring htm not to 
euifcr a man to meet with such an horrible death 
while in his service ; and at last, regaining courage, 
they removed the Ktnne with such ease a» that 
none coidd doubt the power of Frandu had come 
unto their aid. The man loae i:p sound in all his 
limbs, and had, myrcoser, recovered the clear 
eight of his eyes, that had been dim afore, ao that 
thuK it might be given unto all to kxiow of what 
mighty efficacy are the merits of the Blessed 
Francis in cases beyond hope. 

7. A like thing befell at San Sevo-tno in the 
March of Aucoca. Whileas an immense stone, 
that had been brought from Constantinople for the 
church of the Blessed Francis, was being dragged 
along by the strength of many, it slipped on a 
sudden, and fell ujjon one of them that were 
dragging it. Albeit he was believed to be not 
only dead, hut also utterly ground to pieces, never- 
theless, the Blessed l''ranci« coining unto his aid 
and raising the stone, he leapt forth from the 
wdght of the stone that had lain upon bini well 
and eound, free from all injury. 

8. A citizen of Gaeta, ntimed Bartholomew, had 
toiieti much in the builttnj o£ a ccnaw* tWtcJh tS. 
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Bleased Francis, when a beam, that bad out Thv-^Ti 
beco firmly fixed, fell crashing on his head, and devout 
sorely injuring him. Feeling that death was coming •*"""" 
upon bim, and being a man faithful and religious, 
he besought the Last Sacrament from a Brother. 
The Brother, deeming him about to die, lest he 
might not be able to bring It in time, set before 
liim the words of the Blessed Augustine, saving 
unto Him : " Believe, and thou hast eaten." On 
the following night, the Blessed Francis appeared 
unto him with eleven Brethren, carrying a Iamb in 
hia bosom, and approached his couch, and called 
him by name, saying ; " Bartholomew, fear not, 
for the enemy shall not prevail against thee, who 
was minded to hinder thee in my service. This 
ifl the Lamb, Whom thou didst ask to be given 
unto thee, and Whom by reason of thy good desire 
thou hast received, by Whose might moreover ihou 
shalt gain health of both the inner and the outer 
aiao." With these words, he laid his hands upon 
the wounds, and bade him return untu the work, 
that he had begun. The man, rising very early 
in the morning, appeared unscathed and rejoicing 
untu tboise who had left bini half dead, filling 
them with marvel and amaze, and thus he stirred 
up their minds, alike by his own ensample, and 
the miracle wrote by the Sairt, unto veneration 
■nd love for the blessed Father. 
> 9^ A man named Nicholas, of the town of 
Ceperano, Ml an a day into the hands of his cruel 
enemies. They, with brut;il ferocity, inflicted 
wound upon wound upon him, not ceasing to rage 
against the ill-fiitcd man until they deemed him 
either dead, or un the point of dcA^. V\w«\*»-, 






MIRACLES AFTER DEATH 



Ddmr- this Nicholas had cn«d with a load rotcc, so soon 
uice flf « as che fint wounds were dealt him, " Saint 
*dpd Francis, succour me! Salot FrancU, wd roe!" 

K Many folk at a distance heard the«e crie** albeit 

H^ they were not able to bring him succour. At 

^K length he was carried home, all covered with his 

^1 own blood, howbeit, he conlidcotly mitictaioed 

^H that he should not sec death by reason oi' those 

^1 wouuda, acid that he even felt no pain therefrom, 

^1 forasmuch as that Saint Francis had laccoured 

^M him, and had obuined from the T^ord that he 

^H might show his repentance. That which ensued 

^M conlirmed his words, for, when the hiood was 

^M washed otf, he atuod up forthwith unBcathed, con- 

^1 trary unto all men's expectation. 
^1 lo. The son of a nobleman in the town of 

^M San Giraignano was labouring under a sore sick> 

^M ness, and, desjiairing of ever regaining his health, 

^M was brought down untu extremities. For there 

^m Howed from his eyes a stream of blood, such as is 

^1 wont to gush forth when a vein in the arm is cut, 

^H and, as other sure signs of approaching death were 

^H seen in the rest of his body, he was given up for 

^H dead, nay more, as through wcakt>e6s of spirit sod 

^M of vital force he had lost tlie power of feeling and 

^^ of movement, he seemed to have already Quitted 

^1 the body. Yet, while his kinsfolk and hiends 

^M were asHembling together to bewail him, as is the 

^1 custom, xnd were treating only of his burial, his 

^M father, who trusted in the Lord, ran with hurried 

^M steps unto the church o( the Blcsned Fraitcis at 

^H thai town, put a rope round his neck, and threw 

^H himself on the grouDd in the deepest humility t 

^M lying thus, he vowed >vws nod offered up many 
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prayers, and merited by bis sighs and groanings to and of 
have Saint Francis as his advocate with Christ, others at 
Then the father returned at once unto his son, **J',''°|?' 
and, finding him restored unto health, changed 
his mourning into rejoicing. 

1 1. A like miracle was wrought of the Lord, 
by the merits of His Saint, on a damsel in a town 
of Catalonia, called Tainarid, and on another in 

^jAncona ; these twain were through exceeding 
jre sickjicss nigh their lajit breath, when the 
Blessed I'raacis, who h»d been invoked with f»ith 
by their parente, rettoted them forthwith unto 
entire health. 

12. A clerk at Vtco Bianco, Matthew by 
nsmc, having drunk of a deadly poison, was bo 
weijfhed down tlicreby as that he tost all power of 
ftpeecb, and could but await hi5 taKt end. A 
priest exhorted him to coDtess unto him, but 
could not avail to wring one word from him. 
KeverthelesB, in his heart he was humbly beseech- 
ing Christ that, through the merits of the Blessed 
Francis^ He would deign to snatch him from the 
jaws of death, and speedily, as, — strengthened by 
the Lord, — he uttered th« name of the Blessed 
Francis with iaith and devotion, he vomited forth 
the poibon, as they who were present bear witness, 
and returned thanks unto his deliverer. 
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IV. Of them thai tvert utved from d'lpviriik 

I . Some sailurs were exposed unto great peril 
of the sea, when, — they being about ten miles dis- 
tant fi"om the port of Barlctta, — an exceeding 
great storm arose, and they, altcad'^ do^^Am.'^ «:& 
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ifaeii livei, t«t <kn«a the akcfaots. But as the sea 
sKcUed CMC mac* ficrcciy under the blasts of the 
»t<Min, the rupM «rre brokro and the aachors left 
bvhiaJ, 4ad they themselves were dhveo hither 
Ukd ihitHcr ov«r the waters in a donbthil and 
WBveruif counc At length, by the divine will 
tfac »M VB cslmedf ^nd they made ready to use 
«U vdbrts to regain the anchors, the ropes whereof 
wen AgaQDg on the top of the water. Aod since 
tbev could not conipau it in their own strength, 
tbcy invoked the aid of many Saints, and were 
worn out with toil and sweat, howbcit, ai the cod 
of a whole day they had not regained a single 
one. Now there was a certain Bailor, who6e name 
was Perfetto, but whose way of life was far from 
perfect, and he, in mocking ^ahion, said unto his 
companions : " Look now, ye have invoked the 
aid of all the Saints, and as ye see, there is not 
one that will imccour ye. Let us invoke this 
Fiancit, who is a new Saint, prrchance he will dtve 
into the sea in some wise, and restore ub our kut 
anchors ! " The rest agreed unto the advice of 
Perfetto, not in mockery, but m earnest, and» re- 
proving him for his derisive words, made a free- 
will vow unto the Saint, and confirmed the same ; 
at ouce, in a moment, without any implement, the 
anchors floated on the top of the wato*, as though 
the properties of the iron had been turned into the 
buoyancy of wood. 

2. A pilgrim, weak in body by reason of a 
very sharp atuck of fever, whcrcfrom he had 
lately suffered, was carried on board a ship, and 
voyaged from the parts beyond the »ca. He too 
I an e«pccial feeUti^ oK Aeiotiiwv fot thie 
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Blessed Francis, and had chosen him as his advo- gjid of a 
catc with the Heavenly King. Now he, being pilE'ini 
not yet entirely recovered of his sickness, was tor- 
mented by a burniog thirst, and, as water was 
then tailing them, he begnn to cry with a lokid 
voice : *' Go with faith, pour out 3 cup for me, 
for that the Blessed Francis hath tilled my little 
vessel with water!" O wonder! They found 
the vessel full of water, though it had been afore 
left empty. On amither day, a storm arose, and 
the ship was covered with the waves, and shaken 
by the violence of the hurricanes, so that all now 
feared shipwreck ; then this same feeble man 
began, with sudden cries, to make his voice echo 
throughout the ship: ** Arise, all of ye," saith 
he, "and meet the Blessed Francis, who is 
coming hither. Lo, he is at hand to save us ! " 
Thus with loud cries and many tears, he fell on 
hia face, and adored him. At once, at the appear- 
ance of the Saint, the sick man regained his entire 
health, and there followed a great calm of the sea. 
3. Brother James of Ricti, when with some 
other Brethren he was crossing a river in a small 
boat, and had iirst landed his companions on the 
bank, was making ready to disembark after them. 
But by a mischance that little boat upset, and, 
while the steenmian swam, the Brother was 
plunged into the deep water. The Brethren that 
were set ashurc invoked the Blessed Francis with 
loving entreaty, and with tears and sighs implored 
him to succour hia son. The Brother too, that 
WAS plunged in the middle of an exceeding great 
whirlpool, since he could not cr)' with his voice, 
cried from his heart, with aU \us m\^V,\3WKeOcCw.'j, 
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In perib the aid of the holy Father. And lo I the blessed 
by water Father coming unro his aid in bodily fonn, he 
walked through the deep aa though on dry land,, 
and, laying hold on the ca^isized boat^ came with 
it unto the shore. Wondrous to relate, his 
clotheK were not soaked, no, nor had a drop of 
water come nigh his habit. 

4. A Brother named BooaTcntura, while 
crossing a certain kkc with two men, had his boat 
broken in twain by the furce of the rushing water, 
and was plunged into deep water, together with 
hiji companions, and the boat. But when from 
the deep waters of their ditftrcsa they invoked with 
all confidence their merciful Fatfier, Francis, on b 
sudden the bo-it, all swamped with water, floated 
to the surface, and, carryinj^ them, came safe unto 
port, under the guidance of the Saint. 

In like manner also, a Brother of Ascoli, who 
bad been pluoged into a river, came forth delivered 
by the merits of Saint Francis. 

Moreover, on the lake of Rieti, certain men 
and women that were exposed unto a like peril, by 
calling upon the name of Saint Francis, aafcly 
escaped a dangerous shipwreck in the midst of 
the waters. 

;. Some sailors of Ancona, tossed by a periloue 
tcmpeBt, saw tbcmtjcUes in danger of drowning. 
When, despairing ot their life, tbey colled upon 
Saint Francis in suppliant iashion, a great light 
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appeared in the boat, and with that light a calm ■ 
from heaven was granted them, as if the holy man ■ 
could by hia wondrous power command the windfl 
and the sea. 

But I tliiuk that it in in no wise possible 
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eiare one by one the many portents and miracles ttie Ssint 
■whereby our blessed Father hath been glorified, bringeth 
and is glorified, on ihe sea, nor the many times " 
that he hath brought htrip nrto them that were in 
despair. Nor is it strange that unto hini, now 
reigning in heaven, there should be granted 
power over the waves, seeing that while he abode 
in this mortal state all created things, transfigured 

I into their first image, did him service in mart'cllous 
iwise. 
k V. 0/ tkem that he ut free fnm bonds 
y and imprisaament 

1. It befell a Greek in Romania, that was in 
the service of a certain lord, to be falsely accused 
of theft, wherefore the lord of the land bade him 
be shut Jp in a narrow prisor, and heavily fettered. 
But the lady of the house, pitying the servant, 
and believing of a surety that he was free from the 
guilt imputed unto him, entreated her fauKband with 
devout and imporrunste prayers to sec him free. 
Then, as her husband, in his obstinate harshness, 
would not agree thereunto, the lady had recourse 
its a suppliant unto Saint Francis, and in prayer 
committed the innocent man unto his goodness. 
Forthwith that succourcr of the unhappy shewed 
himself ready, and m his mercy visitt-d the cajrtive. 
e mtdid his bonds, brake open the prison, and, 
laying his hands on the innocent man, led him 
forth, saying : " I am he nnio whom thy lady hath 
devoutly commended thee." As he was seized 
by mighty dread, and was skirting an abyss as a 
descent from the lofty clifl, on a sudden, by the 
power of h\>i deliverer, fie found fiimself on the 
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Release Hat ground. Then he rctonicd unto his mistress, 

of men and by his narration of the true liappening of the 

""J miracle, kindled a yet more glowing love and 

veneration for Christ and Hia serrant Francis in 

the derout lady. 

z. In Massa^ a certain poor man owed a great 
sum of money unto a knight of S^m Peter. 
Hating no means to poy it withal by reason of his 
destitution, the debtor was arrested by the kntght 
thai sought his money back, and prayed him in 
suppliant wise to take pity on him, entreating a 
respite for the love of the Blessed Francis. But 
the haughty knighl spumed the prayers he made, 
and in htB vain judgement esteemed the love of the 
Saint lightly, as if it were a vain thing. For be 
made obstinate reply, saying, ** 1 will shut thee up 
in such a place, aud such a dungeon, as that 
neither Francis nor any other shall be able to 
succour thee." And he essayed to do what he 
had said. He found a dark dungeon, wherein he 
threw the mar, fettered. But shortly after there 
stood by him the Blesaed Francis, who, breaking 
open the prison, and loosing hin chairvH, fed forth 
the man, unscathed, unto hia own abode. Thus 
the strong power of Francis, spoiling of his prey 
the haughty knight, set free from his evil case the 
captive who had committed himself imto hjm, 
and changed the knight's arrogance into gentleness 
by a marvellous miracle. 

^. Albert of Arczzo was held in strictest con* 

finenient for debts unjustly demanded of him, and 

did humbly commit his innocence unto Saint 

Francis. He had an especial love for the Order 

of brothers Minor, attd arnoti^ Oeui ^'uxix* ^weck- 
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oured Stint Francis with supreme Teneration. Hin and of 



creditor aaid in blasphemy that neither Francis nor penitent 
God could deliver him from his haods. Now it ^*^**^^ 
bcfeU on the Vigil of Saint Francis, when the 
captive had taken no food, but for love of the 
Stunt had bciituwed hin meal on a pour man, as 
night cxme on, Saint Francis appeared unto hini an 
be kept the Vigil. At his entrance, the fetters 
fell from his feet, and the chains from his hands, 
the doors vcre opened of chemselTeG, the boardii 
of the roof spranj; apart, and the tnan went forth 
free, returning unto his own house. Theocc- 
ftirward he performed a vow, fasting on the Vigil 
of the BlesBed Francis, and ^ddmg an ounce yearly 
unto the wax candle that he wa« wont yearly to 
offer, as n token of his Increasing devotion. 

4. While that the lord Pope Gregory the 
Ninth was silting in the seat of the Blcesed Peter, 
a certain man named J'eter, of the city of Alesia, 
was accused of heresy, taken prisoner at Rome, 
and, at the bidding of that same Pontiff, handed 
over unto the safekeeping of the Bishop of TivoU. 
The Bishop received him under pain of forfeiting 
his see did he wcape, and bound him with fetters, 
and caused him to be shut up in a dark prison, 
be tihuuld escape, making him eat bread by 
eight and drink water by meaiAure. But the man 
;an to call upon the Blessed Francis to have 
'iJorapanioo on him, praying and weeping much, 
and all the more inasmuch .id he had heard that 
the Vigil of bis Feast was then at hand. And 
because with sincere iaith he had abjured all the 
errors of heretical frowardness, and with all the 
derorion of his heart was clea'viT^^ muxd '¥ rvo.<;3&. 
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Manner that most faithlul ncrvani tif Christ, by the inter- 

of the cesBion of his merits, he gained an awtwer from the 

'*^*** Lord. For, as the night of hti Feut came on, 

about twilight, tlie Uk-sscd Francis in his pity 

came down into thr prison, and, calling the cap- 

riire by name, bade him quickly arise. He, 

mightily afearcd, asked who he wan, and was told 

that it was the Ulesiivd Fnnctti who stood by him. 

Then by the power of the presence of the holy 

man he saw that the chains bad faileo from his feet, 

broken, and that the rafters of the prison were 

H opened by the nail* therein springing forth of 

H themselves, and that an open passage was afforded 

W bini for going forth -, howbeit, all trembling and 

I stricken dumb as he was, he knew not how tu 

I escape, but cried aloud in the doonn'ay, and filled 

H all the gaolers with fear. When they had related 

I unto the Bishop that he was loosed from his bonds, 

W and had informed the prelate of the manner of its 

I happening, he came thither out of devotion, and, 

I clcariy perceiring the power of God, worshipped 

I the Lord on the spot. The chains, moreoTer, 

■ were carried before the lord Pope and the Car- 
ft dinals, and they, seeing what bad come to pass, 
H were Glled with great amaze, and blessed God. 
B 5. Cuidolotto of San Gimignano was faiiiely 
K charged with having poisoned a certain man, and 

■ with having puqKMed to slay in like manner the 
H dead nuto's son and his whole house. Forthwith 
H he was arrcfited by the Podesta of the district, 
I loaded with exceeding, heavy chains, and shut up 
I in a certain tower. But he, having confidence in 
I the Lord by reason of bis iiuHiccnce, whereof he 
I troff airaurecl, commeoded Ku ca»»e wAn t^ «ilU 
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cacy of the filessed F'rancis, that he might An tano- ^ 
defend it. Now while the Podesta was revolving c*nt cap- 
in his mind in what manner he might wring from * 'reeo ^ 
him by torture a confession of the crime where- 
with he was charged, and by what punishment, 
after his confession, he should put him to death, — 
lo, on that same night, when next morning he was 
to be led out to the torture, he was visited by Saint 
Francis in bodily form, and was wrapt round until 
morning by a great Hood of light, and wss GUed 
with joy, and great confidence, and received a fiiJI 
assurance of his escape. At morn, the torturers 
came, and took, him from the prison, and bound 
him on the rack, loading him with great iron 
weights. Mary times he was lowered and then 
again raised, so that, one torture following on 
another, he might the more quickly be compelled 
Id confess to the charge. But he was ever of a 
glad countenance, in the innocency uf his spirit, 
and shewed no suffering amid these tormento. 
Then a great lire was kindled beneath him, how- 
beit, not a hair was injured, though he was hanging 
bead downwards. Finally, boiling oil was poured 
over him, hut, by the power of the Advocate unto 
whom he had entrusted his defence, he vanqui.shed 
all these trials, and was accordingly set free, and 
departed unscathed. 

VI, Of thm thai mere delivered from the 

^ft perils of childbirth 

^^ t. A certain Countess in Slavonia, as zealous 
for righteousness as she was distinguished by her 
noble birth, glowed with demotion toward Sa\t\i 
Fm/wjs, aod toward his lireihten nj\v\\ a --nw^Ww 
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very heavy ehare of our first mother's curse fell women 
upon this unhappy woman, who, being made .1 'O child- 
tomb tor her unborn child, mua: needs await her °^™' 
own burying speedily and surely. Yet she com- 
meoded herse]/, by messengers, with entire devo- 
tion, unto the Brothers Minor, and as a suppliant 
begged for some relic of Saint Francis, with fiill 
faith. It chanced by the divine ruling that they 
found a fragment of the cord wherewith the Saint 
was sometime girded. At unce, as the cord was 
laid on the sufferer, al! her pain was stayed right 
easily, and she was delivered of the dead babe» 
that was causing her death, and re&tored unto her 
former health. 

3. The wife of a certain nobleman of Car>io, 
Juliana by name, was wearing away her years in 

louming by reason of the deaths of her sons, and 
^mfM alway bewailing her unhappy fate. For all 
those 8ona that she had borne in suffering, she had 
with yet bitterer suffering consigned unto the tomb 
but a short space thereaiter. Accordingly, when 
she had been four months pregnant^ and, by reason 
of her past experience, was more concerned for 
the death, than for the birth, of the child ahe had 
conceived, she prayed the Blessed Father F'rancis 
in faith for the life of her unborn babe. And 
lo ! as she was sleeping one night, a woman 
appeared unto her in a dream, carrying a lonely 
little boy in her arms, whom with joyous mien 
the held out unto her. But when she rcliiscd to 
take him> fearing at once tu lose him, that woman 
added : ** Thou niayst safely cake him, for him 
whom the holy Francis shall acivd xV^et, •^v^\wt 
thy sorrow, shall be iuaty vjixVi \iSe wv^ -iw^ 
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Succour rejoice in health." Forthwith the woman awokci 
o' and understood by the vinon shewn her from 
heaven that the Blessed Francis was ready to 
Huccour her, and from that hour she redoubled her 
prayers and made many vnws, ir so be that she 
might bear a child mich as had been promised. 
At length her fiill time came that she should be 
delivered, and she brought forth a male child, who 
bloomed with all childish vigour, as if he had 
received his life's nouriithmcnt through the merits 
of the Blessed Francis, and thus served as an 
bcttement onto his parents for devouter love for 
Christ and His Saint. 

A like miracle the Blessed Father wrought in 
the town of Tivoli. There was there a woman 
who h<id borne several daughters, and was weary- 
ing with yearning for a man child, and sighed forth 
prayers and vows unto 8aint Francis. Then, by 
his merits, that woman conceived, and it was 
granted her to bear twin sons, albeit she had but 
prayed for one. 

4. At Viterbo, a woman that was nigh her 
delivery was deemed nigher death, being wrung 
by interna! pangs, and enduring extremcst agony 
from the throes that be the lot of womankind. 
When her bodily strength was failing thereunder, 
and all the skill of leechcrafc had been found 
wanting, the woman called upon the name of the 
Blessed Francis, and was at once delivered, brtng- 
jog her travail unto an happy end. Howbeit, having 
attained her desire, she waa forgetftil of the favour 
that had beer shewn her, and failed to shew due 
deference to the Saint, for on his birthday she put 
her hand unto houBeKo\diasiV^. KTi.i.N3«;Vn\4^ 
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on a audden her right arm, that had been stretched women 
forth to work, remaiDcdl Ktiff, and dried up. When in child, 
■he strove 10 draw it back unto her side with the ^'^ 
other, that too by a lilic punishment withered. 
Then the woman, seized by a diviae fear, renewed 
her vows, and, by the merits of the pitiful and 
hiimble Saint, unto whose serrice she again vowed 
herself, was suffered to reg.iin the use of her 
Itmbs, that xhe had lost through her ingratitude, 
and dishuaouring of him. 

5. A certain woman, in the countryside round 
Arezzo, having endured the pangs of childbirth 
throughout seven days, had already turned black, 
and was despaired of by all ; she made a vow 
unto the Dlcaecd Francis, and, dying, began to 
invoke his aid. Even as she uttered the vow, she 
instantly fell on sleep, and saw in a dream the 
Bleved Francifi speaking gendy unto her, and 
asking whether she knew him by sight, and 
whether tihe could recite that aotiphon of the 
glorious Virgin: the "Hail, Queen of mercy," 
unto the honour of that same Virgin ? And when 
she made answer that she knew both, *' Begin," 
gaith the Saint, "the liacred antiphon, and bcftM'e 
that thou hast ended it, thou shait be delivered in 
safety." At these words, the woman awaked, 
and, trembling, began to say the " Hail, Queen of 
mercy." And even as she invoked t})o»e pitiful 
eyes, and made mention of the fruit of that virgin 
womb, she wa* inoantly freed from all distress, 
and gave birth unto a lovely babe, rendering 
thanks unto the Queen of mercy who, through the 
nwflts of the Blesicd Pranci^ had dd.%tv»L tn 
pity unto btr. 
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VII. Of !ht bFrnA that Tfieivtd sight 

I. In the Convent of the Brothers Minor at 
Naples, there abode a Brother named Robert, that 
had been blind fur many years, and some super- 
fluous Heeh had grown over his eye£, hindering 
the movement .ind uee of his eyelids. As verj- 
many forL-ign Brethren were gathered together 
in that Convent, on (heir way UTito divers part* 
of the world, the Blessed Father Francis, in their 
presence, cured on this wise the Brother aforesaid, 
a mirror of holy obedience, — ^that by the newness 
of the miracle he might encourage them to go 
forward. One night, the aforesaid Brother Robert 
was lying sick unto death, and even now the 
commendatory ]jrayer for his soul had been uttered, 
when lo! the Blessed Father stood by him, 
together with three Brethren th.it had been perfect 
in all saindinesfi,— to wit. Saint Antony, Brother 
Auguatinc, and Brother James of Assisi ; for 
these, even as they had perfectly followed him in 
life, were now in like manner his zealous com- 
panions after death. Satnt Francis, taking a 
knife, cut away that superfluous flesh, and restored 
hts si^ht as it had formerly been, and brought him 
back fnini the jnws of death, and said unto htm : 
"Sori Robert, the favour that I have shewn thee 
is a token unto the Brethren that go unto far 
distant nations, that 1 ^hali go before them, and 
guide their steps. Let them go (saith he) 
rejoicing, and let them fulfil the obedience that 
is laid upon them with eager zest." 

2. At Thebes, in Romania, a blind woman 
fcept the Vigil of Saint l?T«it\a\s^ ^xwa^^a 
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bread and water alonci and od the morning of th 
FeaBt wM brought by her husband unto the blind 
church of the Brothers Minor. And, during woman 
the celebration of Masu, at the elevation of the 
Jiody of Christ, she opened her eyes, saw Jt 
clearly, and did most devoutly adore It. Yea, 
she cried aloud in her adoration, saying : '* Thanks 
be unto God and Hi* Saint, I see the Body of 
Christ ! " Whereupon, all that were there present 
turned round as she uttered her triumphant cries. 
When rhe sacred rites were ended, the woman 
returned unto her home, glad in spirit, and having 
the sight of her eyes. And she exulted, not aJone 
for that she had regained her bodily sight, but also 
for that the first thing her eyes had looked upon, — 
through the merits of the Blessed Francis, aided by 
the power of her faith, — had been that wondrous 
, Sacrament, that is the true and living light of soda. 
^ 3. In the town uf PoJi, in Campania, a boy 
' aged fourteen had been visited by a sudd<rn afllic- 
tion, and had utterly loiit the sight of hiN lelt eye. 
The sharpness of the agony forced the eye out of 
its place so that, the nerves being relaxed, it hung 
down by a finger's length unio his jaws, and was 
aJmoAt withered up. When there was no remedy 
left but CO cut it off, and his cure was utterly 
despaired of by thoic that were tending him, his 
father turned to invoke the aid ot the Blessed 
Francis with his whole heart. Nor did that un- 
wearied succouref of the unhappy fail to answer 
the prayers of his suppliant. For the withered 
eye was by his wondrous might restored unto iti 
own place, and unto its former power, and was 
mljjgbtcncd by the bcaina of \oTv^eA-^(« V"^;*- 
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Direr* 4. In the same province, at CastrOf ii very 
cure* heavy beam fell from a height, and struck the 
h'ead of a Certain priest with great force, blinding 
his left eye. He, cast unto the ground, began 
with 1 loud voice to cry pitifully on Saint FranciV) 
saying : "Aid me, most holy Father, that I may 
be able to go unto thy Feast, as I have promised 
thy Brethren." For it was the Vigil of the 
Saint. At once he arose, most wondrously saved, 
and bralte fonh into cries of praise and gladness, 
and brought amazement and rejoicing on ail that 
stood round, and had been sympathising with his 
misfortune. He proceeded unto the Feast, telling 
ail men how he had proven the Saint's mercy and 
power in his own person. 

5. A certain man of Monte Gargano, while 
he w.is working in his vineyard, and cutting down 
a piece of wood with an axe, struck his own eye, 
and cut it in twain so chat the pupil hung down 
outside. Being in such desperate straits, he gave 
up hope uf being succoured by any mortal skill, 
and vowed to fast before the Feast of Saint 
Francis, if he would aid him. At once the 
Saint of God restored the eye unto its own place, 
II ■ and joined together again the parts tliat had, been 

^H I thus cleft, and endowed it with its former sight, 
^V ' so that no traces of the injury remained. 
H^ 6. The son of a certain nobleman, blind from 

B his birth, received his longed-for sight through 

I S \\ the merits of Saint Francis, and, gaining a name 
' ' ' from this incident, was called Illuminato. After- 
ward, when he was of the age to do so, he entered 
B the Order of the Blessed Francis, not forgetftil 
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^■Rich progress in the light of grace and goodness of Mind 

^Bi» that he was i>eeD tu be a aon of the true light, 'o^ 

^K^t length, by the all -powerful merits of the 

^HblcBsed Father, he consummated hie holy b^ 

^■ginning by a yet holier ending. 

^B 7. At Zancali, a town near Anagni, there was 

^^a soldier, named Gerard, who had entirely lost hifl 

eyesight- Now it befell that two lirothers Minor, 

coming from foreign jwrtR, tiirned aside unto his 

house to be enteruincd there. Being received 

with derotion bv the whole household, by reason 

of their veneration for Saint Francis, and treated 

with the utmost kindness, they gave thanks unto 

God and their host, and proceeded unto a place 

of the Brethren that was hard by. And on a 

night the lilea&ed Francis appeared in a dream 

onto one of those Brerhren, saying : " Rise, 

»h.iBten with thy companion unto tlie house of our 
'host, who hath received Christ and me in rec«v- 
irg you. For I am fiun to recompense him for 
his kindly ministries. He became blind as a 
punishment far his sins, which he neglected to 
wipe out by confession and penitence." The 

t father Tarished, and that Brother speedily arose, 
that, together with his cunip;a;nion, he might liastcn 
to fulfil his behest ; they came unto the house of 
their hoHt, and related unto him in order all things 
that the one of them had seen. The man wa« no 
little aittonied, and confirmed all their words as 
true ; he was moved unto tears, and made free 
confession. At length, having vowetl to do 
penance, and his inner man being thus renewed, 
^m he forthwith recovered hh bodily sight. The 
^■report of this miracle spread otv ^\ vA'tv «i^ 
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A deaf BCirml up many» Dot alooe to Tcncrate the Satnt, 
^'^ '*°t°^ ^^ ^^ " make humble confenioa of tbdr lins 
aod to practiie the virtae of bofpuTtty. 




VIIL Of then that wtrt dilivtred fram 
divert dutoiis 

1. At CitU della Picve there was a bcggar-Ud 
deaf and dumb from birth, whose (ongue was so 
short and small as that it seemed to have been cut 
quite off, as many who examined it at divers times 
thought. A man named Mark took him to 
lodj^c with him^ for the loce of God, and the lad, 
recognising htm as a benefactor, became eager to 
abide with him. One ereniog, when thia man 
was supping with his wife, — the bay being In 
their prc»ence, — he said unto his wife : " I should 
derm it the (greatest of all miracles if the Blessed 
Franciii were to restcire hearing and speech unto 
this lad." And he added: "I vow unto God 
that if Saint Francis will deign to effect this, for 
love of him I will support this lad so long as he 
liveth." O sure miracle! At once, hia tongue 
gr<fw, and he spake, saying : " Glory be unto 
God, and unto tSaint Francin, who hath given me 
speech and hearing." 

2. XVothcr .Tames of Iseo, while yet a child in 
his father's house, sustained a right grievous bodily 
injury. Howbeit, inspired of the Holy .Spirit, 
spite of his youth and infirmity, he entered the 
Order of Sainr Francis out of devotion, di«doa- 
iog onto none the inftrmity wherefrcmi he sulfcrcd. 
No-w it came to pass, that when the body of the 

B!c«»cd Francis was ttanflAaieA ^wq ^t ■&\'m* 
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rhere the precious treasure of his sacred bone« A 
now lieth hidden, the said Brother was present at Brother 
that joyful translation, that he might show due '•**'" 
honour unto the m«st holy body of his P'ather, 
DOW in glory. And, drawing nigh the tomb, 
wherein the &acred bones had been placed, in the 
devotion of his spirit he embraced the holy 
sepulchre, and forthwith in wondrous wise his 
irjury was repaired, and he felt himflclf healed, 
land laid aaide the girdle he had worn, and from 
that hour was free from all the pain he had suffered 
in the past. 

There were delivered from a like infirmity 
Brother Bartolo of Gubbio, Brother Angela of 
Todi, Nicolas, a priest of .Sticptio, John of Fora, 
a certain citizen of Pis-.t, and another of Cisterna, 
Peter of Sicily, and a man from the town of 
Spello, hard by Asaisi, and rery many others ; all oi 
whose marvellous cures were wrought through the 
mercy of God, and the merits of the Bleeped 
Francis. 

3. In the Maremma there was a woman who 
for the apace of five years had suffered from the 
loss of her wits, and had also lost her sight and 
hearing ; she would tear her garments with her 
teeth, she had no fiear of tire or water, and, to 
crown all, endured frightiiJ suffering from the 
falling BJckncsa. Now, on a certain night, — the 
divine mercy being minded to succour her, — -she 
was enlightened from heaven by the beams of a 
, healing radiance, and beheld the Blessed Francis 
[•rated upon a lofty throne. Palling before hint, 
implored in suppliant wise to be made whole. 
he did Dot as yet grant het ^ii-^w^xlnR Njotmxft 
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Cure of vowed and promised that, so long as she had aught 
the to give^ she wmdd never rrftise alms unto them 
possessed ^^j^^ ^^^ ^^ ,he love of God and of the Saint. 
Then the Siunt remembered that he had of old 
made a like pact with the Lord, and, making the 
sign of the Cross over her, he restored her unto 
perfect heahh. 

It is known from truthful narrations thai 
Francis, the Saint of God, hath in hi« mercy act 
free from a like affiiciion a. txna'm maiden at 
Norcia^ and the son of a certain nobleman, and 
divers others. 

4- Peter of Foligno had on a time set forth to 
visit the shrine of the BJessed Michael, but, as he 
was making the pilgrimage with but little rever- 
ence, he was assailed by denrons while tasting the 
water of a certain fountain. For three years 
thenceforward he was possessed, and his body 
rent in pieces, he uttered most \ile wurds, and was 
ghastly to look upon ; howbcit, he had at times 
intervals of sanity, and in one of them he humbly 
besought the aid of the Blessed Francis, — that he 
had heard to be effectual in putting to flight the 
powers of the air,— and went unto the tomb of 
the holy Father. So soon as he touched it with 
his hand, he was miraculonaly delivered from the 
demons that were so cruelly rending him. 

In like manner, the mercy of Francis suc- 
coured a certain woman at Narni that was 
poBBPsscd of a devil, and many other folk, the ex- 

Ltremlties of whose torments, and the manner of 
whose cures, it would take long to relate one by 
one. 
' \ man named ISuouo, » cavuto cS ^m». 
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^^Irho was a paraJytic and leper, was carried by his ^d of 
parents unto the church of the Blessed Francis, '*P*'* 
and was made perfectly whole from both dlseasee. 
Moreover, yet another youth, tiamed Aho, of 
San Sevcrino, who was leprous all over, having 
first made a vuw, was brought unto the tomb uf 
the Saint, and by his merits was cleanaed from 
the leprosy. The Saint had an especial efficacy 
in curing this malady, because in his love of 
humility and charity, he had ever humbly set him- 
wlf to do the lepers service. 

6. A woman of noble birth, named Rogata, in 
the diocese of Sora, had been for the space of 
twenty-three years tormented by an issue of blood, 
and had moreover suffered very many things from 
many physicians, and right uften that woman 
seemed like to die from her exceeding weakness ; 
yet if ever the issue was checked, her whole body 
became swollen. Hearing a buy Ringirg in the 
Roman speech of the miracles that God h.id 
wrought through the Blessed Francis, she was 
muved by exceeding grief, and brake forth into 
tears, and began thus, with enkindled faith, to say 
within her heart: "O blessed Father Francis, 
thou who shincst in the light of such miracles, if 
thou wilt deign to release ine from this infirmity, 
great glory will be thine, for that hitherto thou 
has wrought no miracle to compare thereunto." 
^^ Why should I say more? F.ven as she Kpake, 
^■Slhe felt that she was delivered, by the merits of 
^'the Blessed Francis. Her son moreover, whose 
name was Mano, and who had a crippled arm, 
w:ls healed by Saint Francis, unto whom he had 
jn^ide a vow. The Ueswd Ktit\Auti.-^3Kwrs *& 
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Healing Christ also made whule a woman in Sicily that 

of * for Bcvcn ye«r» bad been tormented by an issne of 

'«''>»« blood. 

7. In the city of Rome, there was a woman 
Darned Pnwsede, renowned for her piety. At a 
tender age, she had secluded herself, for love of 
her heavenly Uridegroom, in a narrow ceU, aod 
had now ubodc there for nigh furty years ; she 
gained from the Blessed Francis an especial 
favour. For on a day, when for some usefiil 
purpose she had climbed on die balcony of her 
cell, imagining that she feh herself pushed, she 
fell, breaking her leg and ankle, and dislocating 
her shoulder. Then there appeared unto her our 
most merciful Father, dazzling white in his 
glorious apparel, ard began to address her with 
gentle words: "Rise," saith he, "blessed 
daughter, rise, be not afeared," And, taking her 
by the hand, he lilted her up, and vanished. 
Then she turned hither and thither throughout 
her cell, deeming nhe had seen a vij^ion ; until, at 
her cries, a light was brought, and she, feeling 
herself entirely healed by the servant of God, 
Francis, related in order all things that had bfr> 
Jallcn her. 
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IX. Of thm that did Ml abserx^f hit Ffatt^ and\ 
thit failed in reverence toward the Saint 

I. In the province of Foitou, in a town called' 
Simo, there was a priest named Reginald, deroted 
unto the Ble&sed Francis, whose Fea£t he had 
notified unto hia paiiahioners as one that should be 
olwerred with all aoVemmi^, ^eseubiAeM^'ctwe dt 
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is flock diat knew not the might of the Ijaint, ChasUse- 
lightly esteemed the behest of his priest. He ttwtit 
went forth into the country to cut wood, and when some 
he had made himself ready for work, heard a Tujcc 
speaking unto him thrice on ihh wise: ** It \e a 
Feast, it is not lawful to work." Howbcit hie 
alarish foolhardiness was not to be bridled by the 
bidding of the priest nor by the utterance of a 
Toicc from heaven, wherefore the divine might 
forthwith added, for the glory of the Saint, a 
miracle and a chastiHement. For at once,— even 
as he W39 holding the forked log in one hand, and 
lifted the other, holding the iron axe, to cut it, — 
the divine might caused cither hand to cleave imto 
that it held, so that he could not avail to loosen 
ihe fingers at all, and set either free. Stricken 
Aerehy with exceeding amazement, and knowing 
not what to do, he hastened unto the church, 
while many ran together from all sides to sec this 
portent. There, pierced to the heart, he humbly 
vowed himself, before the altar, unto the lile-ssed 
Francis, at the exhortation of one of (he priest* 
that were present, — for many priests had been 
called together, and had come to keep the Feast. 
Three vows he made, even as he had thrice heard 
that roicc ; to wit, that he would observe his 
Feast ; that, on his Feast, he would come unto 
that chtirch wherein he then was ; and that he 
would go in person unto the tomb of the Saint. 
Marvellous indeed to relate, a» he uttered the first 
vow, one of his fingers was set free, as he uttered 
the second, another, at the third vuw, a third 
finger could be unclasped, and thereafter the whole 
harn^ ^od the other hand U> foWQW, ^H^^:^e -ii^ "Oofc 
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that kept folk, chat had now gathered in great numbers, 
not m» were most devoutly beseeching the niercy of the 
heASt 3aim_ Thus the man regained the free use of hia 
handfi as afore, and of his own accord laid down 
his implements, while all praised God, and the 
marvelJous power of the Saint, who had shewn such 
miraculous power to smite and to heal. And the im- 
plemcnts hang unto this day before the altar raised ■ 
in honour of the Blessed FraDcis on the spot, in ^ 
memory of the event. Many other miracles were 
wrought there and in the neighbourhood, and proved 
bath that the Saint is exalted in heaven, and that his 
Feast should be observed on earth with all honour. 

2. In the city of Mans, moreover, when on the 
Feast of Saint Francis a certain woman put forth 
her hand unto her distaiT and laid hold on the 
spindle with her fingciB, — her hands Gtiflened, and 
her iingera began to be tormented with burning 
heat. Then, learning by suffering, and recog- 
nising the power of the Snint, she was pricked to 
the heart and ran unto the Brethren. While hia 
devout sons were imploring the mercy of the holy 
Father on her behallj she was without detay made 
whole, nor were her handa In jiny way hurt, save 
that there remained only a scar as of a bum, in 
memory of the event. 

In like manner, a woman in greater Campania, 
and another woman in the town of Oletto, and a 
third at Piglio, who had thought scorn of observ- 
ing the Feast of the blessed Father, at the firstt 
when they walked not uprightly, were miraculously 
punished, but afterward, when they repented, were 
yvt more miraculously released, through the mertti 
ofSaiBt Francis. 
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3. A certain soldier of Borgo, in the province 
Ma&sa, did most irreverently bcJittle the works ™*5^ °° * 
the Blessed Francis^ ai;d the signs of his mira- 
cles. He helped insults on the pilgrims that 
came to honour hin memory, and indulged in fool- 
ish chatter ngainst the Brethren in public. Once 
while he was assailing the fame of the Saint of 

od, he added, over and above his eins, this hate- 

1 blasphemy: "If it be true, (saich he), that this 

rancia is a Sain:, iet my body fall by the sword 

'this very day ; but if he be not a Satnt, let me 

;cap« unhurt." The wrath of God tarried not 

in inflicting a meet punishment upon him, since 

already his prayer had become sin. For but a 

short space thereafter, as this blasphemer wus 

insulting his nephew, the youth took u sword, and 

dyed it in his uncle's heart 's-blood. Thus on that 

same day this guilty wretch did die,— a slave of 

hell and son of darkness, — that all others might 

Icarn that the wondrouH works of Francis are not 

to be belittled by blaspheming words, but honoured 

devout praiAes. 

4. A certain judge, named Alexander, who by 
bis venomous tongue had withdrawn all those that 
he could from their devotion unto the Blessed 
Francis, was by the sentence of God deprived of 
the use of his tongue, and remained dumb through- 
out six yeartj. He, being punished by the same 
member wherewithal he had sinned, was recalled 
unto deep pcDitcoce, and grieved that he had railed 
against the miracles of the Saint. Accordingly, 
the anger of the mercifiil Saint did not endure, but 
he received htm, repentant and humbly invoking 
his aumc, into his favour, and teaxoi«A. Vw w^Ocv 
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and on a Thpnceforward he devoted his once blaspheming 

bUsphe- tongue unto the praisen of the Saint, rcceivint 

mmg (hrouah his chastisement alike a devout spirit aiw 
judge J- • 1- * 

•' " a diBciphoe. 



X. 0/ (ertain tther mirarlet ^fdiven kinds 

I. In the town ofCagliiino, in the diocese ot' 
Sulmona, there was a certain woman named Mary, 
who had yielded herself in devout service unto 
Christ Jesus and unto the Blessed Francis. One 
day in Summer time she went forth to seek with 
her own hands her needtiil food. As the heat 
waxed exceeding fierce, she began to faJrt for 
burning thirst, and, having no draught wherewith 
to rehevc her, forasmuch as she was alcne on a 
hare mounuinside, she threw herself on the ground 
like one dead, and invoked her patron Saint 
Francis with devout emmion. And while the 
woman was persisting in her moving and humble 
prayer, utterly worn out with toil, thirst, and heat, 
nhc rpll into n brief slunilvr. And lo ! Saint 
Francifl approached, and calling her by name 
said : ** Rise, and drink the water that is prof- 
fered as a gift from heaven unto thee and unto 
many," At the sound of these words the woman 
rose from ileep, tK) little strengthened, and taking 
a fern that was near her, she tore it up from the 
ground by the roots and, scratching the soil round 
about with a little twig, she came on a spring of 
water, which, as she 6rst beheld it, was but a little 
cricUe, but waxed at once by the divine power 
tftto a fountain. Then the woman drank, and, 
h^rin^ sated her thirst, bathed her eyes, which for 
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long time post had been dim through an in- Certain 

firmity, but from that moment she felt them otter 
steeped in new sight. The woman hastened unto " 
her home, announcing unto nil this astounding 
m^iracle wrought unto the honour of Saint Francis. 
Many folk ran together from all sides at the 
report of the miracle, and, taught by experience, 
proved the miraculous efficacy of that water, for 
many who touched it, having previously made 
confession, were released from divers troubling 
diseases. That spring has endured there until 
this day, and is dearly to be seen, and an oratory 
hath been built on the spot in honour of the 
BIcss»^ Francis. 

2. In Spain, at San Facondo, ri mnn h.id a 
cherry-tree that had withered, and, beyond all hope, 
the Saint miraculously restored it tinto flourishing 
life of leaf, blossom, and fruit. 

Moreover, the tillers of the land round Vilese 
were freed, by his miraculotiR aid, from a plague of 
worms that were devouring their vineyards on 
rery hand, 

A certain priest at Paleuria had a granary that 
swnrmed every year with grain-devouring vermin, 
until, having committed it in faith unto Saint 
Frsncis, it was thoroughly purged. 

And the lord of PietramaJa in Apulia com- 
mitted his land unto him as a suppiiact, and it wad 
preserved absolutely free from an hateful plague of 
locusts, albeit alt the lands that bordered it were 
consumed by the pest aforesaid. 

3. A certain man, named Martin, had led his 
cittlc to pasture far from the town where he 
dwelt, when one of the oxen \\a4. \\» \e^ «» \aiie^ 
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An ox brokm by a fail as that there seemMl no use 
niade thinking of any rcmeciy for it. Being anxinus to 
sound gjj.jp ^^ ^[^g hide, and having no implement whcrc- 
H with he might do so, he returned home, entrusting 

^1 the care of his ox untn the Ble^Red Francis, and 

H committing it confidently umo che sure protection 

H of the Saint, that it might not be eaten of wolve» 

H before h\s return. Returning when it wax fiill| 

H day unto the ox that he had left in the woods, a 

^M bringing the butcher with him, he found it feedin 

H and 80 perfectly sound that he tried in vain 

H distinguish the broken leg from the other. 

H gave thanks unco the good shepherd, that had had 

^H such wBtchfiil care for his beast, and had granted 

^^^ it heating. The humble 8aint knew how toi 

^^^ succour all them that called upon him, nor diM 

^M datned any mortal needs, howsoever trifling. Foi 

™ when a man of Amitemo had a beast of burd« 

"''■^N- stolen from him, he restored it. And when I 

woman of interdoco brake, by letting it fall, I 
t new dish into many pieces, he made it whofa 
again. ' And for a man at Montolmo, in thi 
Marches, he repaired a ploughshare that had beet 
brolcen in pieces. 

4. In the diocese of Sabina, there was an age* 
woman, eighty years old, whose daughter died, 
leaving a babe at the breast. This poor old 
woman was fuU of need, but empty of milk, 
knew no woman who could give the starving li 
one milk to drink, drop by drop, as its 
demanded j wherefore the aged mother knew 
at all where to ttim. As the babe waxed weaki 
and she found herself at a loss for any hu: 
/*••'" 'oht ahe tutn^rd virtVi, >m?c^Vo\c 
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implore the aid of the Blessed Father Prancie, A babe 

'shedding a flood of tears. At once that loTer of succoar 
the age of innocence atood by her, Haying : *' I 
am Francifi, O woixian, whom thou haat invoked 
with so many tears. Pljce (saiih he) the babe's 
mouth at thy breasts, for the Lord wUl give thee 
miJk in abundance." The aged woman obeyed 
the behest of the Saint, and nt once the breasts of 
her that was eighty years of age poured forth an 
abundance of milk. The miraculoue gift of the 
Saint was seen of all, many, both men and women, 
hastening to behold it. And since they could 
not inipcach with their tongue that which their 
eyes had witnessed, they were all ecirrcd up to 
praise God in the marvellous might and love- 

worthy goodnesE of His Saint. 

^m 5. At Spoleto, a man and his wife had one only 
^r son, whom they bewailed each day as a reproach 
unto their race. For his arms were fastened unto 
his neck, and his knees attached untu his bieaet, aud 
his feet joined unto his back parts, m> that he seemed 
more like a monster than [ike an human offspring. 
Ht.1 mother, stricken with very passionate sorrow 
by reason of this, with frcoucnt groanings cried on 
Christ, inioking the aid of Saint Francis, that he 
would deign to help her in her misery, and 
exposed as she was unto such reproach. Accord- 
ingly, on a night when by rc.ison of this sadness 
a sad slumber had overtaken her, there appeared 
unto her Saint Francis, soothing her with gentle 
speech, and withal bidding her carry the child 
unco a place hard by that was dedicated unto 
himself; there water should be poured on him 
from :he wcli of that pkcc, Vti iW tvitn^ vi'i 'C*« 
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Cure of a Lord, and he should be made perfectly souad. 
Reformed But »he neglected to obey the behest of the Saint, 

■ cnilQ therefore he repeated the same a second time. 
H Yea, appearing a third ttnnie, he led the woman 
H and her child unto the gate of the said place, him- 
H self going before and guiding them. Now certain 
H noble dames were arriving at the said place, by 

I reason of devotion, and when the woman had 

H hccdfully told them of her vifiion, thej' joined her 

H in presenting the child imtu the Brethren, and, 

H drawing water from the well, the most nobiy born 

H of ttieni dl bathed the child with her own hands. 

H Forthwith the boy was seen to be sound and 

H whole, with all his limbs set in their right places, 

■ and the overwhelming miracle brought amazement 

■ on all. 

H 6. In the town of Corl, in the diocese of Ostia, 

H there was a man who had so entirely lost the use 

H of his leg as that he could in no wise walk nor 

H move himfielf. Being thus set in bitter straits, and 

H despairing of mortal aid^ he began one night, — as 

H if he tiaw^he Bletised Francis present in bodily 

H form, — to take up the tale of his plaints on this 

H wise: " Succour me, S,iint Fratids, remembering 

H how I have aerved thee, and the derotion I have 

H paid thee! For I have carried thee upon mine 

H aas, I have kissed thy holy feet and thy holy 

H hands. I have ever been devoted unto thee, ever 

H wished thee well, and lo, I am dying by the 

H extreme agony of this auffcring." Stirred by 

H these plaints, forthwith the Saint, mindful of hia 

H benefactors, and wcll-pleaaed by devotion, appeared, 

H together with one Brother, unto the man as he lay 
W vakeiiil. He said that he Viad come u. ^ c&U, 
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and had brought the means of healing. He touched The 
the jjainiiil spot with a little staff, made in the sacred 
•hape of a T, ' and at once the ulcer broke, and **^ ' 
he rendered the man his perfect health. And,^ 
what is still more manclLous, — he left the sacred 

liign T printed on the spot where the healed ulcer 

'bad been, as a reminder of the miracle. 

7. With this sign, Saint Francis used to sign 
his letters, whensoever by reason of his a0'ecti<in 
he diclated any writing. And lo ! as the mind 

[travellcth over the divers miraclea of the gloKoua 
Father Francis, and is Wwildercd by their varied 

l«tory, it is nut without the divine leading that it 
hath arrived at that sign of our salvation, Tau, 
wherein that glorious standard-bearer of the Cross 
waxed so mighty ; thus we may learn therefrom 
tliat, even as the Cross was that which exalted 
his merits and won him salvation, whileati he was 
lighting in Christ's train, so coo it is become that 
which confirmeth the witneas unto his glory, now 

I that he is triumphing with Christ. 

' 8. This great and marvellous mystery of the 
Cro88,^iD whose depths the gifts of graces, the 
merits of virtues, and the treaHureti of wisdom and 
learning lie so profoimdly veiled that they be 
bidden from the wiac and prudent of the world, — 

^Wtis so fully reveiJed unto tliis babe in Christ ai 

, that all his life was naught but a following the 

I fbotstejw of the Cross, he savoured no sweetness 
save that of the Cross, he preached naught save 
the glory of the Cro«s. For verily at the outset 
of his conversion he could say with tlic Apostle ; 

L** God forbid that I should glory eavc in the 
^ Tio, cf. p. 41, tntu 
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Saint Crow of our Loixl Je«» Christ." Nor less 
Fruicii truly, u he made progress in his cooTersion, 
*" p^ might he have added : " A« many as walk accord- 
ing to thin rule, peace be on them, and mercy." 
Yea, and niosi: truly, Id tlie ending thereof, he 
could have concluded : "I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus." And this too we are 
fain lo hear from him day by day : " Brethren, 
the grace of our Lord Jesus ChriHt be with your 
spirit. Amen." 

g. Thou niavestf therefore, in full assurance 
glory in the glory of the Cross, O glorious stan- 
dard-bearer of Christ, forasmuch as, beginning 
from the Cross, thou madest progress according 
unto the rule of the Cross, and at length art 
consummated in the Cross, while that, by the wit- 
ness of the Cross, it is known unto all the faithful 
how great is thy glory in heaven. And in full 
assurance let those now follow thee who have 
come forth out of Egypt, who, — the sea being 
divided by the staff of Christ's Cross, — shall 
pass through the desert into the Promised Land, 
the land of the living ; who, crossing the Jordan 
of our mortality, shall enter thereinto by the mar- 
vellous power of that aame Crosa. Thither may 
that true I .earicr and Saviour of Hie people, 
Christ Jesus Crucified, bring us, by the merits of 
His aen-ant Francis, unto the praise and glory of 
God One and Three, Who liveth and reigneth for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

HERE ENDETH THE NARRATION Of THE 

MIRACLES SHEWN AFTER THE PASSING 

AWAV OF THE BLESSED FRANCIS. 
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Jke frtMtt tranilatm of Saint Banaveatura'a Life of 
Saint Francii Am been made ttptciallf for the Temple Clauies 
if MiM B. OoRNET Sai.tk>, vtio ala traulateJ tJu L^tmd 
ef Saim FrMtit by tkt Tkre* C im f tMMii for the wtin. 
Mi>B SvitCT kat added tkt marginalia and tie Nate vtiieA 
Jillem. 

S^tember, 1904. 

BsDroRD SritxiT, London, 



FRANSLATOR'S NOTE 




Saiht BoNAVKKTtiKA*s Life Of Legend of 'Siu 

Francis, usually known as the " Legfnda Major," 
or"Aurea I.egenda," was composed between 1260 
nnd t j6i, at the bidding of a Chajiier-General of 
the Order. It was intended to supersede former 
Lives or Legends, and to become the official and 
standard biography of the Saint. To ensure thi?, 
another Chapter-General ordered ihe suppression 
of the earlier Lii^es, from which, nevertheless, St. 
Bonaventnfa had largely drawn in compiling his 
biography, Many paeaages in it are borrowed, 
sometimes even verbally, from Cclant) and the 
"Three Companions," St. Bonaventura skil- 
fiiUy held the balance bctwco) the two extreme 
parties tn the Order, and hifi reputation for 
sanctity and learning, — -together with his dramatic 
power as a narrator,^bas rendered his work 
widely known and popular ever since hie own 
day. It gains a special interest from having 
■erred an Giotto's text for his series of frescoes 
in the Upper Church at Assisi. 

The present translation is made from the text 
published by the Rev. Fathers of the College nf 
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iSaint BoDav^ntura, at Quaracchi, in 1 898 (torn. viti. 
S. Booaventurae Opera Omoia \ also published 
•eparalcly). Their text is printed from the codex 
7570 (of the fourteenth ccnlury) in the Vatican 
Library^ Rome, collated with others at Assisi, 
Florence, La Veraa, and in the same Library. 
There are 93 codices in all j several, r.g. at 
Assisi, Faris, Basle, Cambridge, and Ravenna, 
of the thirteenth century, though without exact 
due. 

^wTtie ** Lcgcnda Minor '* is a aeries of brief 

Hpractfi from the *' Life " for reading in Church. 

H In translating the frequent quotations from the 

Bible, the Authorised Version has been adhered 

i8 far as possible. 

E. G. S. 
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